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JAMMU, Feb 4: Four-day
36th Inter-University North
Zone Youth Festival, ANTAR-
NAAD at Jammu University,
concluded today with an
impressive valedictory func-
tion amid award distribution by
Anurag Thakur, Union Minister
of Sports, Youth Affairs and
Minister of Information and
Broadcasting, who was chief
guest on the occasion. 

Praising Jammu University
for its overall contribution in
research & development and
having A+ NAAC accredita-
tion, Thakur said, Information
& Broadcasting Ministry,
Government of India was ready
to help Jammu University in
the development of lab, in
research and development in
the course of Journalism. 

Chandigarh University,
Maholi was declared Overall

Champion of the mega event,
which was organized under the
aegis of the Association of
Indian Universities (AIU).
Lovely Professional University
Phagwara and Punjab
University Chandigarh were
declared as Ist and 2nd Runner
up, respectively. Around one
thousand students of 18 univer-
sities from J&K and across the
Northern India participated in
the Youth Festival, during
which several literary, musical
and fine arts competitions were
held.  

Speaking on the occasion of
valedictory function, Anurag
Thakur  said that it has been
possible  only because of con-
tribution of the youth that India
is now the hub of ‘Start-up’
ecosystem in the world, rank-
ing third with 90,000 ‘Start-
Ups’, 107 unicorn companies
worth 30 billion dollars.

“The world is looking
towards New India under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
as we are now the biggest
exporter of vaccines, biggest
exporter of mobile phones and
defence equipments which can
be judged from the fact that
India now exports mobile
phones worth one lakh crore,
defence equipments worth 16
thousand crores this year. This
is the picture of New India
leading everywhere in every
field from last eight years,” he
added.

Praising  various perform-
ances of the youth during the
festival,  Thakur said that India
has a great history with rich
culture, art and tradition and
the youth of this country have a
great responsibility to preserve
this culture, art and tradition
which is not seen anywhere in
the world. 

Stressing on the five

resolves put forward by PM
Narendra Modi,  Thakur said,
in the recently announced
Amrit Kaal Budget by the
Union Finance Minister, the
budget has the best provisions
for the youth of this country as
47 lakh youth will be provided
with the stipend, 30 Skill India
International Centres will be
established, 3 centres of
Excellence for Artificial
Intelligence will be established
training youth in 3D printing,
AI, Internet of Things etc  mak-
ing them skilled and future
ready in diverse modern fields. 

During the valedictory
function, the Minister also
felicitated Padma Shree
Awardees of Jammu, who
included Jitender Udhampuri,
Rajinder Tikoo, S P Verma,
Mohan Singh Slathia and
Balwant Thakur. 

Earlier, JU Vice-Chancellor
Prof  Umesh Rai, also spoke on
the occasion and lauded the
spirit of the students from vari-
ous universities who took part
in the Youth Festival.

Welcome address was
delivered by Prof Prakash
Antahal,   Dean Students
Welfare, JU & Organising
Secretary, Antarnaad while
vote of thanks was presented
by Prof Vishav Raksha,
Chairperson, Campus Cultural
Committee &  Coordinator,
Antarnaad. 

The valedictory function
was also attended by Prof
Bechan Lal, VC Cluster
University, Jammu;   Dr
Baljeet Singh, Joint Secretary,
AIU;  Professor Naresh Padha,
DAA JU;  S D Jamwal, ADGP
Security, Jammu;   Mukesh
Singh, ADGP Jammu and
Ravinder Raina, President BJP
J&K and others. 
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JAMMU, Feb 4: Under the
effervescent patronage and guid-
ance of Acting Chief Justice, High
Court of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh, Tashi Rabstan, the High
Court today rolled out an initiative
of taking up the judicial matters of
UT of Ladakh through virtual mode
by allowing the parties and lawyers
to appear and plead their cases from
Ladakh itself.

In its first kind of initiative, the
Court of Justice Tashi Rabstan

today heard the matters of UT of
Ladakh virtually, in which the
lawyers and Government represen-
tatives who were petitioners and the
respondents in the listed cases
appeared on virtual mode from Leh
and pleaded their cases.

As many as, six matters of the
UT of Ladakh were listed today
before the Bench, in which the vir-
tual proceedings were conducted.

“In future, hearing of the mat-
ters of Ladakh willl be done virtual-
ly by allowing the parties to appear
and plead their cases from the UT
itself and it will be a regular fea-
ture”, stated Anoop Kumar Sharma,
Registrar Computers (IT), High
Court of J&K and Ladakh.

Meanwhile Justice Tashi
Rabstan, Acting Chief Justice, High
Court of J&K and Ladakh, and
Patron- in-Chief /Execut ive
Chairman, J&K Legal Services
Authority inaugurated a two day
training programme for Legal Aid

Defence Counsels (LADCs), organ-
ised by J&K Legal Services
Authority in collaboration with
J&K Judicial Academy. 

Delivering inaugural address,
Justice Tashi said that, this pro-
gramme has been titled as Training
Programme but I think the delegates
attending the programme don't
require any training as such,
because they have already been

working as lawyers and defending
accused in criminal cases. Through
this two day programme we would
just like to guide and sensitize all the
delegates and give a broad overview
of their duties and responsibilities.

He stated that the most impor-
tant aspect which LADCs have to
consider while defending the needy
persons is not only the enforcement
of their legal rights but also deal
with them with a human touch.
They should feel comfortable and
confident in reposing full faith on
LADCs  only then we will be able
to achieve the purpose for which the
scheme has been designed.

Shahzad Azeem, Registrar
General, High Court of J&K and
Ladakh, in his welcome address,
stated that the pristine academic
environment of Jammu & Kashmir
Judicial Academy shall serve as the
perfect backdrop for this capacity
building initiative.

M K Sharma, Principal
Secretary to Chief Justice and
Incharge Director, J&K Judicial
Academy, gave an overview of the
Legal Aid Defence Counsel
Scheme. He highlighted some of
the perceived advantages of the
LADC vis-à-vis Assigned Counsel
System.

Amit Kumar Gupta, Member
Secretary, J&K Legal Services
Authority  presented vote of thanks
and also conducted the proceedings
of the day long programme.
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JAMMU, Feb 4: The Director
General of Police, Dilbag Singh
has sanctioned Rs 9.15 lakh
scholarships in favour of 172
meritorious wards of police per-
sonnel.

A press statement said that Rs
8 lakh scholarships were sanc-
tioned in favour of 149 wards of
the serving police personnel who
have secured 80% or above
marks in the annual examination

of Class 10th and 12th during the
academic session 2021-22 and Rs
1.5 lakh scholarships have been
sanctioned in favour of 23 wards
of the deceased police personnel. 

Pertinently, police headquar-
ters under its welfare schemes has
introduced various scholarships
to encourage the meritorious
wards of the serving and retired
police personnel. Rewards and
scholarships are granted to such
wards to inculcate talent and spir-
it of competition among them.  
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JAMMU, Feb 4: Lieutenant
Governor, Manoj Sinha inaugurat-
ed 11-day long SARAS Aajeevika
Mela at the Aquaplex Crown
Bagh-e-Bahu today.

The Lt Governor congratulated
the J&K Rural Livelihoods
Mission (JKRLM) and Department
of Rural Development &
Panchayati Raj for inviting Self-
Help Groups women entrepreneurs
from across the country. The exhi-
bition is the largest gathering of
rural women Self-Help Groups
from 15 States/UTs to showcase
their skills and build the linkage
with bulk buyers.

“Women entrepreneurs will be
the main sustaining force of socio-
economic growth. SHGs have
been doing praiseworthy work in
supporting women artisans and
entrepreneurs in rural areas,” he
said.

The Lt Governor said the first
budget of Amrit Kaal has given
priority to the women. As many as
81 lakh Self Help Groups will be
enabled to reach the next stage of
economic empowerment through
formation of large producer enter-
prises, he said.

The Lt Governor also shared
the efforts of the Government to
promote women entrepreneurship

in J&K UT. 
Various new schemes like

Saath, Hausla in J&K UT, aims to
assist Self-Help Groups to
enhance their business, training
and support for better packaging,
branding and marketing so they
can scale up the operations to
serve the consumer markets across
the country, the Lt Governor said.

Within a short period of time,
around six lakh women from the
rural areas have been associated
with 74,000 Self-Help Groups in
Jammu Kashmir, he observed.

We have intensified the

women entrepreneurship move-
ment by providing financial assis-
tance without guarantees, training
and necessary support so that Nari
Shakti can contribute in the jour-
ney of Atmanirbhar Jammu
Kashmir, observed the Lt
Governor.

“Jammu and Kashmir is the
second state/UT in the country
after Andhra Pradesh, which has
created a dedicated industrial
estate for women entrepreneurs.
Krishi Sakhi and Pashu Sakhi
Programmes have been launched
under the Rural Livelihood
Mission to make women econom-
ically independent,” said the Lt

Governor. 
The Lt Governor expressed

hope that SARAS Aajeevika Mela
will give renewed push to One
District One Product initiative.

On the occasion, the Lt
Governor released SARAS
Patrika, showcasing the journey of
J&K Rural Livelihood Mission. 

The Lt Governor also
launched the official website of
JKRLM and a toll-free helpline.
The facilities will help JKRLM to
get feedback on its services and
also inform the general public
about the Mission. The website is
designed with a focus to provide a
marketing linkage to SHGs and
strengthen the linkage between
buyers & sellers.

Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief
Secretary, while appreciating
JKRLM for organizing such an
event in J&K said that the Mela
would give wide exposure to
SHGs women.

Mandeep Kaur,
C o m m i s s i o n e r / S e c r e t a r y,
Department of Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj and Indu
Kanwal Chib, Mission Director
JKRLM, also spoke on the occasion
and highlighted the objectives of the
initiative.

Members of Self Help Groups,
artisans and prominent citizens
were present on the occasion. 
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Lt Governor inaugurates SARAS
Aajeevika Mela in Jammu

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha alongwith Chief Secretary Arun Kumar Mehta during inau-
guration of SARAS Aajeevika Mela at Jammu.

IAF ready to meet any eventuality
with China, Pak: AM Sinha 
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JAMMU, Feb 4: Air Marshal
Pankaj Mohan Sinha, AOC-in-C,
Western Command, today  stated
that the Indian Air Force is ready
to meet any eventuality with
China and Pakistan.

The Air Officer said this dur-
ing his visit to the forward areas
along the Northern Borders

where he was briefed about the
prevalent security situation and
operational preparedness.

"The Indian Air Force has
kept almost all its air bases at a
very high level of readiness to
meet any eventuality with China
and Pakistan," said Sinha.  

As per a statement, the Air
Marshal interacted with the sen-

ior officers and deliberated on
various defence related issues
while lauding the strong counter-
infiltration grid along the Line of
Control.

He remarked that the syner-
gized approach will be the way
ahead to address the dynamic
requirements of the modern day
warfare.

He assured that the Western
Command is
vigilant for the
aerial defence of
the sensitive
areas of various
parts of North,
N o r t h - W e s t
India.  

Recognizing
the efforts of the
Indian Army and
Air Force in
Jammu and
Kashmir, the Air
Officer appreci-
ated the spirit

and motivation of the troops
deployed in active operations and
praised all ranks for their uncon-
ditional and selfless service to the
Nation.

He also commended the
troops of Indian Army for secur-
ing the borders and keeping the
internal security situation stable
in the UTs of J&K and Ladakh.  

Air Marshal Pankaj Mohan Sinha during a
function on Saturday.

Inter-University North Zone Youth Festival concludes
GoI ready to help JU for R&D in 

course of Journalism: Anurag Thakur

Union Minister Anurag Thakur with winners of Inter-University North Zone Youth Festival at
JU on Saturday. —Excelsior/Rakesh

Acting CJ inaugurates training for LADCs
HC rolls out virtual case

hearing for Ladakh

Justice Tashi Rabstan speaking during training programme
at Jammu on Saturday.

PIL seeking proper student-teacher ratio in schools
DB seeks status report indicating 

completion of infrastructure facilities
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Feb 4: In a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) filed by
All Jammu, Kashmir & Ladakh
Teachers Federation seeking
proper student-teacher ratio in
the schools, a Division Bench of
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
High Court comprising Chief
Justice (A) Tashi Rabistan and
Justice Moksha Khajuria has
directed Additional Advocate
General to file a comprehensive
status report indicating progress
and completion of infrastructure
facilities.

On 15.02.2021, respondent
was directed to file a report with
respect to status of all the proj-
ects as the status report filed on
13.05.2019 did not disclose as to
whether the projects have been
completed or not. Pursuant to
order dated 15.02.2021, respon-
dent filed a status report dated
07.11.2021 wherein information
of the projects vis-a-vis the com-
pletion and pendency with,
effect from 2018 onwards has
been given in a tabulated form.

After perusal of the report,
the DB observed, "it would
reveal that number of works

approved under AWP&B for the
financial year 2018-19 under
Samagra Shiksha were 1955, out
of which only 821 have been
completed and 236 are shown to
be in progress", adding "there is
no mention about the remaining
898 projects of the year 2018-19
in the status report. Insofar as
number of works sanctioned for
the financial year 2019-20 is
concerned, the report reflects
that 3723 works had been sanc-
tioned and only 80 works were
completed while as 876 works
are in progress. Therefore, 2767
works are not being talked about
for the year 2019-20. Similarly,
number of works approved
under AWP&B for the financial
year 2020-21 under Samagra
Shiksha were 638 works, and for
140 works tender process has
been initiated". 

"Therefore, there are 498
works pending from amongst the
approved works under AWP&B
for the years 2020-21. Hence, no
mention is made in the status
report with regard to 4163 pend-
ing works", the DB said, adding
"on 22.02.2022, it was observed
by this court that though various
projects have been sanctioned

but only limited projects have
been completed and only some
are in progress. Accordingly,
respondents were granted some
more time to produce a better
status report bringing on record
the entire policy and the need of
educational institutions in the
Union Territory as also the exist-
ing students teachers ratio in
both the urban and rural areas". 

"Besides this, they were also
directed to inform about the
Education Policy as well as
number of schools (Elementary,
High Schools and the Secondary
Schools) which are required in
the Union Territory and as to
how many of them exist present-
ly with all necessary infrastruc-
tures", the DB said, adding "the
Government is under obligation
to provide basic infrastructure
facilities like toilet facility,
drinking water, good ventilated
class rooms, appointment of
teachers and all other facilities
so that children can study in a
clean and healthy environment". 

Accordingly, DB directed
AAG Raman Sharma to file a
comprehensive status report
indicating progress and comple-
tion of infrastructure facilities. 

DGP sanctions Rs 9 lakh scholarships

Nominates Nodal Officers for MoHFW’s NPSIF in J&K
H&ME approves 100% increase in

intake capacity for RIPMS Ganderbal 
Irfan Tramboo

SRINAGAR, Feb 4: The
Health and Medical Education
(H&ME) Department has approved
the 100 per cent increase in the
intake capacity in General Nursing
and Midwifery for the Royal
Institute of Para Medical Sciences
(RIPMS), operational in the Darind
area of district Ganderbal.

The increase in intake capacity
from 45 to 90 seats has been
approved after the relevant authori-
ties conducted the requisite inspec-
tion.

According to officials, the
H&ME has approved the provision-
al NOC to the Royal Institute of
Paramedical Sciences to increase
the number of seats for General
Nursing & Midwifery, which is a
Diploma Course.

The J&K Paramedical Council,
Act of 2014’s rules must be fol-
lowed, and the Institute shall not
impose any capitation fees as part of
the terms and conditions of the pro-
visional NOC.

Additionally, it has been stated
that the permission will be subject to
any policy the Government may
issue in the future to regulate these
Institutes and that the selection of
candidates for admission to the
aforementioned Courses must be
done based on merit in accordance
with the rules established by the
Government from time to time
through the J&K Board of

Professional Entrance Examination
(BOPEE).

The J&K Paramedical Council
has been instructed to periodically
audit the institute to track and eval-
uate the infrastructure’s sufficiency
concerning the number of trainees.

“An amount of Rs. 5000 per
trainee per session shall be charged
by the Institute on account of provid-
ing hospital facility and the amount so
received be utilized for Hospital
Development fund of the Hospital to
which the institute is attached,”
H&ME said.

Furthermore, the J&K
Paramedical Council has been
instructed to administer exams to the
trainees in the same manner as the
AMT/ANMT Schools in the UT of
J&K.

Meanwhile, the Government has
nominated Principal, GMC Srinagar
and Jammu as Nodal Officers for the
National Patient Safety
Implementation Framework
(NPSIF).

“Government Medical College,
Jammu and the Government
Medical College, Srinagar as the
Centre of Excellence’ for effective
implementation of National Patient
Safety Implementation Framework
(NPSIF) in the UT of Jammu and
Kashmir,” H&ME said.

It added that the Nodal Officers,
so nominated, shall be responsible for
reporting and monitoring the patient
safety data of their respective divi-

sions of UT of J&K. “The Centres of
Excellence established in the Medical
Colleges shall be used for capacity
building of the Implementing
Agencies/Hospitals/Institutes and
dissemination of best practices for
replication.”

The officials said that the
Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare reviewed global and region-
al frameworks for patient safety and
conducted appropriate engagement
with stakeholders before identifying
six main strategic objectives for the
NPSIF (MoHFW)

In addition to assessing the
nature and scope of adverse events
in healthcare and establishing a sys-
tem of reporting and learning, the
framework, officials said, aims to
improve structural systems to sup-
port the quality and efficiency of
healthcare and place patient safety
at the core of the national, subna-
tional, and healthcare facility levels.

The NPSIF, officials said, also
focuses on ensuring that the staff is
qualified and skilled, cognizant of
patient safety, and sensitive to pre-
venting and controlling infections
related to healthcare.

The Government will also be
aiming to undertake international
campaigns for patient safety,
increase patient safety across all
programmes, and strengthen
capacity for and promote patient
safety research under the
Framework.

* Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com


