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Breakthrough likely in resumption 
of talks between MHA, Ladakh bodies

Sanjeev Pargal
JAMMU, Jan 24: A break-

through seems to be on cards
in ending deadlock between
the Union Home Ministry and
protesting organizations of the
Union Territory of Ladakh fol-
lowing contact established by
the MHA emissary with Leh
Apex Body (LAB) chairman
and former Lok Sabha mem-
ber Thupstan Chhewang after
which it has been decided to
alter composition of the High
Powered Committee (HPC).

The LAB and KDA have
also written a joint letter to
Home Minister Amit Shah sug-
gesting that, to begin with, dia-

logue should be initiated with
two representatives each of LAB
and Kargil Democratic Alliance
(KDA) with the provision of
wider participation as it makes
headway.

Insiders told the Excelsior
that following rejection of the
HPC set up by the Union Home
Ministry by both LAB and KDA
and their joint protest in Jammu
and call for dharna at Jantar
Mantar in New Delhi, the MHA
emissary established direct con-
tact with LAB chairman and
there were two to three rounds
of telephonic talks with discus-
sions centering around composi-
tion of the HPC and agenda out-
lined by the Home Ministry for

dialogue.
"There has been a break-

through to some extent,'' the
insiders said, adding after the
talks the LAB and KDA are
sending two names each from
their bodies to the Union
Home Ministry for inclusion
in the HPC as against nine in
the Committee announced
earlier--five from LAB and
four from KDA, the two bod-
ies which are spearheading
agitation in Ladakh in favour
of their four-point agenda.

The letter sent to Amit Shah,
a copy of which is in possession
of the Excelsior, has been signed
jointly by LAB chairman Thupstan

2 juveniles among
5 rescued from
joining militancy

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Jan 24:
Security forces today rescued
five youth including two juve-

niles from joining militancy in
Baramulla district.

A police spokesman said

Dhangri carnage executed by FMs 
4 detained in Narwal blasts,
accused planting IEDs held

*DGP reviews situation in Rajouri
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 24: Police is
close to crack major terror
module in the border district
of Rajouri which was instru-
mental in planting Improvised
Explosive Devices (IEDs)
while four youth from Bafliaz
and Surankote in Poonch dis-
trict have been picked up for
questioning in connection with
Narwal terror strikes.

Meanwhile, senior police
and Army officers today held
high-level review of security sit-
uation in Rajouri and discussed
measures to neutralize militants
and Over Ground Workers
(OGWs), who are active in the
district.

Even as police officers

declined to comment on arrests
and detentions made in connec-
tion with recovery of IEDs in
Rajouri and two blasts at
Transport Nagar in Narwal
recently, sources confirmed that
a breakthrough has been
achieved as far as recovery of
the IEDs was concerned in the
border district.

"Two to three persons have

been captured but their sustained
interrogation was on to ascertain
identity of their mentors, source
of delivery of explosive devices
and the targets they were
assigned in the district,'' sources
said, adding their identity has
been kept secret as some of their

Gopal Sharma
JAMMU, Jan 24: Stating

that Congress Party’s stand
was very clear on the Article
370 of the Constitution,  All
India Congress Committee
(AICC) leader and Member
Parliament, Rahul Gandhi
today said that a full-fledged
democracy and vibrant
Assembly is needed to be
restored to the Jammu and
Kashmir.    

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Jhajjar Kotli, en-route
Kashmir, leading Bharat Jodo
Yatra, about 25 kms from here
today, Rahul Gandhi said a total
democracy  and a vibrant
Assembly should be restored to
the Jammu and Kashmir.     

“Statehood restoration is the

main demand of the people of
this Union Territory besides pro-
tection to the land and jobs of
the people. The Congress Party
assures its full support for the
restoration of Statehood and
democratic rights to the people
of Jammu and Kashmir,”

Gandhi said.  
“The Jammu and Kashmir

has been passing through a diffi-
cult phase. The BJP and RSS
have created a wedge in the
society. They have created mis-
trust and an atmosphere of

hatred among the people.
Congress Party through its
Bharat Jodo Yatra is trying to
bridge this gap created by these
people (BJP),” Rahul main-
tained.  

The Congress leader said the
main aim of the foot- march was
to listen to the people and ampli-
fy what was in their hearts.

* Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com

LAB, KDA for cut in names of Reps from 9 to 4

Fresh letter to Shah calls for meaningful dialogue

Pic on page 11

‘Cong stand on Art 370 very clear’
Democracy, vibrant Assembly

should be restored to J&K: Rahul
Defence forces need not to give any proof
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Snow, rain lash J&K
Excelsior Correspondent
SRINAGAR/ JAMMU, Jan

24: The hills of Kashmir  and
parts of Jammu region had light

snowfall while entire  UT was
lashed with rain today with the
weatherman forecasting more

Pic on page 11

* Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com


