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SRINAGAR, Nov 6: Syed
Mohammad Altaf Bukhari
announced that Apni Party will
soon initiate serious efforts to
bring the jailed youth back
home so that they can start liv-
ing a peaceful and normal life
with their families.

He was addressing a largely
attended workers’ convention at
the party headquarters in
Srinagar. The participants most-
ly belonged to the uptown areas
of the city.

Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari said that Apni Party
wants a dignified life and a
promising future for the young-
ster in Jammu and Kashmir.

He said, “Our youth deserve
a peaceful and dignified life
even if they might have made
some mistakes in the past.
Thus, we have decided that
Apni Party will form a commit-
tee to pursue the release of the
youth who have been kept in
jails. The proposed committee
will look into the case of each
and every detainee and raise a
vigorous demand for their
release with the Government.
Even we will meet the families
of the prisoners to ensure they
will help to ensure a peaceful
life of these boys. We will also
make sure that the responsible
citizens of Mohallas and vil-
lages shoulder the responsibili-
ty to ensure the youngster start
living a normal life once they
are released.”

He said, “Upcoming rally in
Srinagar is being organized to
send out a message to the

Government that people want a
change for good here. Every
one of us has to contribute to
make this rally a successful
event at the cricket stadium
here on November 12.”

Talking about the drug men-
ace in the Valley, Syed
Mohammad Altaf Bukhari said,
“We can afford to see the lives
of our young boys and girls get-
ting ruined due to the drug men-

ace. We have to wage a Jihad
against this social evil in the
Valley. And Apni Party will do
everything to safeguard the
future of the young genera-
tions.”

The programme was organ-
ized by the Chanapora con-
stituency head. All the seven
ward presidents, besides two
corporators were present at the
event.
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JAMMU, Nov 6: Aam Aadmi
Party in Jammu and Kashmir has
expressed serious concern over
rising cases of dengue in Jammu
and advised Government to gear
up for preventive measures and
specific treatment for patients of
Dengue in hospitals. 

In a press statement, Aam
Aadmi Party said that cases of
dengue are on rise in Jammu with
6048 infected cases reported so
far and over a dozen deaths
which shows that situation is not
good by anyhow and things are
getting grim.

"Dengue is a serious health
issue as it causes sudden drop  of
both blood platelets and WBCs
causing panic like state and such
patients need immediate medical
aid." AAP said adding that prop-
er medical aid and treatment is
urgent for such patients. 

We appeal Jammu and
Kashmir Government to ensure

that all preventive measures are
taken up for dengue infection and
fumigation is ensured in proper
manner instead of fumigation of
publicity that is done with public-
ity.

"Fumigation is not satisfac-
tory and Government should
ensure that proper fumigation is
done as Government is acting in
a callous manner creating seri-
ous situation of dengue," AAP
stated. 

It further mentioned that
Government should ensure prop-
er healthcare facilities of patients
and there should be designated
dengue wards in every secondary
and tertiary care hospital so that a
dengue patients gets immediate
care and treatment after reaching
hospital which however is not
there. 

Aam Aadmi Party also con-
doled demise of member of
Youth Wing and Youth Secretary
of Samba District, Neeraj Kundal
who passed away due to dengue.

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Nov 6: Senior
vice president BJP, Yudhvir
Sethi today said that the days of
Hurriyat calendar are now over
in Kashmir and henceforth
Vijeshwar calendar will be
released there.

Addressing a function
organized by Pir Panchal a
socio, cultural organization
here  in connection with release
of annual Dharmic Calendar on
the name of Krishna Jyothsi
and Lalita Sahastarnam pub-
lished by Avtar Krishen
Jyotshi, BJP leader said that
our efforts are that annual
Vijeshwar Panchang should
now be released from its ances-
tral place Bijbehara in future.

Sethi highlighted the role of
Pir Panchal in social , cultural
and sports field and said the
organization has done an
immense work in creating a
social awakening among the
people living in Pir Panchal
belt by cautioning them against
the inimical forces who are hell
bent to delink them from their
age old culture.

He also recalled the role of
Vijeshwar Panchang which he
said is not a mere almanac but
a complete dharmic granth. He
said the Jyotshi Parivar of
Bijbehara has been serving the
KP community for over 300
years and it will continue to do
so.

In his address K K Sidha,
Relief and Rehabilitation
Commissioner who was the
chief guest said his organiza-
tion is always ready to support
those social and cultural organ-
izations which are working
among the migrants. He

expressed the hope that Pir
Panchal will redouble its
efforts in creating awareness
among the displaced youth
about their rich culture and tra-
ditions. He cautioned the com-
munity not to forget its culture
and rich past. He said that KPs
survived despite facing many
odds and upheavals for cen-
turies as they believe in univer-
sal wellbeing and welfare of
humanity as a whole.

He also threw light on the
religious and historical back-
ground of Tirath Raj Martand
and Panchang.

In his welcome address
Ramesh Hangloo president, Pir
Panchal gave a background of
working of his organization
and said that his organization
has now started holding cultur-
al events in the entire Pir
Panchal belt like Dudu
Basantgarh, Brala in Sangaldan
and Gool Arnas. He also high-
lighted the role of Radio
Sharda in this regard. 

Swami Kumar Ji while
speaking besides highlighting
the role Vijeshwar Panchang
also commended Pir Panchal
for taking various initiatives to
keep the age old culture of
Kashmir alive. He also threw
light on Shrimad Bhagwat Gita
and said that it is a complete
guide to spirituality.

Avtar Krishan Jyotshi read
the vote of thanks. He said
Kashmir is a dharmic land and
every Kashmiri should stand
for over 5000 year old
dharmic values.  The stage
was managed by Kusum
Tickoo. Pardeep Sharma a
social activist and Kamal
Ganjoo were among others
present.
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DODA, Nov 6: Hundreds of
people from all walks of life
met Chairman Democratic
Azad Party (DAP) Ghulam
Nabi Azad and apprised him
about the problems being faced
by them.

The people apprised Azad
about the problems including
shortage of medical staff, doc-

tors, slow pace of working at
Doda Medical College, etc.

"Unemployment is the
major issue in different areas of
the district Doda", they added.

They appealed to the
Chairman DAP to intervene
and ensure some relief to the
differing people of district
Doda.

While speaking, Azad
assured the people that all their
issues will be redressed in due
course of time.

"Three shift work culture
introduced by me during my
short tenure as Chief Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir has
been given a complete goodbye
by the successive Governments
after 2008", Azad added.

Former Chief Minister said
that the DAP has been launched
to start development once again
in Jammu and Kashmir, adding
that all the issues of the people
will be redressed in time bound
manner.

On the occasion, hundreds
of people joined DAP.
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JAMMU, Nov 6:  Jammu
Kashmir Teachers Forum has
announced one day protest
demonstration at Directorate of
School Education, Jammu on 15th
of November to press for fulfill-
ment of the long
pending demands,
including DPC.

A unanimous
decision in this
regard was taken
during a meeting
of the Forum, held
today under the
chairmanship of
JKTF Chairman
Ganesh Khajuria.

The meet dis-
cussed all the
burning issues of
teaching fraternity,
such as DPC of
Teachers and Master,  release of
ATD 2022 after considering the
genuine claims of Teachers and
Masters working in far-flung
areas for the last so many years,
transition of Teachers Grade-II
and Grade-III, framing of clear cut
transfer policy in favour of teach-
ers appointed under ReT scheme,
adjustment of all the promotee
Headmasters and Lecturers in dif-
ferent subjects at an earliest, regu-
larisation of all cadres, etc.

All the speakers stressed to
hold one day protest demonstra-
tion as the higher authorities are
paying no heed despite many rep-
resentations over issues pending
since long time causing chaos and
mental agony among the teaching
fraternity.

Those who attended the meet-

ing,  included Surat Singh
Toofani, Gopal Singh, Darshan
Sharma, Rajinder Gupta,
Ravinder Singh, Raj Singh,
Kuldeep Singh Bandral,
Rajeshwar Singh, Rashpal Singh,
Bharat Bhushan Sharma,
Kuldeep Verma, P D  Singh,

Narinder Chib, Balraj Singh,
Jatinder Singh, Rangil Singh,
Gurmeet Singh, Pawan Sharma,
Davinder Singh, Gurbachan
Singh, Bishan Sharma, Ravinder
Singh, Rakesh Singh, Ashok
Sharma, Manju Sawhney, Naresh
Gupta, Manpreet Singh, Ajeet
Verma, Parveen Sharma, Kewal
Sharma, Ashok Kesar, Jatinder
Sharma, Ajeet Singh, Manjeet
Singh, Ajay Kumar, Ravinder
Singh Maini, Jeewan Singh,
Shanti Savroop, K D Singh,
Mohd Qayoom, Mohd Farooq,
Pritpal Singh, Iqvinder Pal Singh,
Girdhari Lal, Kishore Sharma,
Parvez Khan, Ashwani Sharma,
Sanjay Sharma, Saudaghar Singh,
Vikram Singh, Sandeep Singh
Viom Rattan Bhushan Gupta and
others.
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JAMMU, Nov 6:
Commissioner Secretary, Rural
Development Department and

Panchayati Raj, Mandeep Kaur,
attended the valedictory session
of 7th India Water Week that
concluded at India Expo Mart

Limited, Greater Noida, Uttar
Pradesh the other day.

Pertinently, Vice President of
India, Jagdeep Dhankhar, was
the chief guest on the occasion.

The Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation,
Government of India in collabo-
ration with National Water

Development Agency, organized
a 5 day exhibition on theme of
India Water Week, 2022 "Water
Security for Sustainable
Development with Equity".

Eminent speakers who
addressed the event were Union
Minister for Agriculture,
Narendra Singh Tomar and
Union Minister of Jal Shakti,
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.

Mandeep Kaur visited vari-
ous stalls established by the
Directorate of Rural Sanitation
highlighting the achievements of
the department in ensuring clean
Amarnath yatra, 2022.

She was briefed about vari-
ous activities conducted during
the event by the department of
Rural Sanitation, J&K. She
emphasized the need for adopt-
ing new technologies to make
SBM (G) successful in all the
rural areas in the Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The event was attended by
Director Rural Sanitation J&K,
Charandeep Singh along with
other concerned officers.
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SAMBA, Nov 6: Apni Party
provincial president Jammu and
former Minister, Manjit Singh
today accused the authorities for
adopting discriminatory approach
towards the residential colonies of
SC and ST communities in Samba
district.

Addressing a meeting at
Sarore area of Bari Brahmana in
Samba district today which was
organised by J&K ST Wing presi-
dent of the party, Choudhary
Saleem Alam, the former Minister
said that the residential areas of
SC and ST communities have
been facing discriminatory
approach from the authorities.

"These colonies have no
development, no proper drainage
system nor any kind of cleanli-
ness. They have no clean drinking
water supply system," he said.

He further said that Parmandal
block and the entire Kandi belt are
among the worst hit due to the

shortage of drinking water.
"Under these circumstances,

the people have to buy drinking
water and the authorities have yet
to chalk out a strategy towards the
development of their colonies
despite repeated requests and
protests," he added.

He said that "The SC and ST
people belong to a marginalized
section of society and they must
be treated equally by the authori-
ties by providing equal opportuni-
ty to upgrade the living standard
and develop the undeveloped
areas."

He said that the Apni Party
will not tolerate any kind of dis-
crimination with the people on the
name of caste, creed, religion or
region.

Meanwhile, ST Wing presi-
dent of J&K, Choudhary Saleem
Alam also spoke on the occasion
and referred to various difficulties
being faced by the ST Wing com-
munity and the backwardness of
their residential colonies.
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SUCHETGARH, Nov 6:
AAP chairman J&K for
Administrative Engagement and
Minority Affairs and District
Development Councillor,
Suchetgarh, Taranjit Singh Tony
flayed BJP for claiming that
ground situation is normal in
J&K.

Speaking at a function of road
blacktop inauguration at a border
village in Suchetgarh, he demand-
ed restoration of Statehood and
Assembly elections in J&K at the
earliest.  

The blacktopping of road
work was inaugurated by Joginder
Kaur, Naib Sarpanch and senior
citizen of the village.

Tony lamented that as per the
existing ground situation, daily
wagers, teachers, reserved catego-
ry employees, etc are staging

protests for their genuine demands
but the government is not paying
any heed to their issues. “The PM
Package Employees who became
soft targets of the terrorists are
also on protest seeking postings
outside Kashmir at safe destina-
tions and their demand is further
justified by the latest migration of
Kashmiri Pandit families to
Jammu in the previous week,” he

maintained adding: “Not only this
but even the reserve category
employees from Jammu posted in
Kashmir are staging protests for
their posting in safe zones of
Jammu but the government
prefers to remain in deep slum-
ber.”

Panch Balvinder Choudhary,
Panch Jessa Choudhary, AAP
leader Mandeep Choudhary, Ex
Sarpanch S. Bachan Singh and
others were also present on the
occasion.

Commissioner Secretary, Rural Development Department
and Panchayati Raj, Mandeep Kaur at India Expo Mart, Noida.

President Apni Party Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari
addressing workers convention.

Vishal Manhas is president of JKGBEA
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JAMMU, Nov 6: J&K
Grameen Bank Employees'
A s s o c i a t i o n
(JKGBEA) affil-
iated with All
India Regional
Rural Bank
E m p l o y e e s '
Association held
its general house
meeting here
today to elect
office bearers.

As per hand-
out of the
A s s o c i a t i o n ,
Vishal Manhas
has been elected as president;
Rajjat Khajuria, general secre-
tary; Saurav Verma, vice presi-
dent; Bhuvesh Garg, assistant
general secretary; Anil Kumar,
cash secretary and Aruna Jaggi
was elected as assistant cash

secretary. Lalit Kumar from the
Association was returning offi-
cer.

The newly elected body

assured to work for the welfare
of employees of the bank and
betterment of the institution. 

It further assured to work
like a bridge between the
employees and management of
the bank.

VHP launching nationwide fortnight 
campaign across country: Gupta
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JAMMU, Nov 6: Vishaw
Hindu Parishad (VHP) is start-
ing a nation -wide campaign to
link over one and a half crore
people with the organization.

This was stated by VHP
working president, Rajesh
Gupta while talking to reporters
here today along with general
secretary of J&K VHP,
Abhishekh Gupta, State vice
president, Shakti Dutt Sharma

and other leaders.
He said the nationwide cam-

paign will be launched in one
and half lakh villages of the
country in connection with com-
pletion of 60 years of VHP's
foundation. Gupta said that the
campaign is being launched
from November 6 to November
20 and every section of society
irrespective of caste, creed and
colour will be contacted during
this campaign to connect with
activities linked to Hindu and
national cause.

He said different sections of
the society will be contacted
during the campaign which
included doctors, engineers,
chartered accountants, advo-
cates, retired judges, singers,

artists, leaders, players besides
all type of celebrities.

The VHP working president
said that the main purpose of the
campaign is to make over one
crore members and also apprise
them about the policies and pro-
grammes of his organisation.

He said the objective of this
campaign is to apprise the peo-
ple of the various activities of
VHP, connect the people with
these activities meant for the
welfare of society as a whole, to

link new genera-
tion with the
welfare activi-
ties of VHP and
awaken them of
their responsi-
bilities towards
their religion
and culture.
Besides, imbib-
ing the spirit of
unity in diversi-
ty among them

and also connect the deprived
sections of society in welfare
activities of orgnisation, protec-
tion of cow, women empower-
ment, protection of environment
and creating a spirit of unity in
Hindu society and its security.  

Gupta said the VHP is com-
mitted to stop conversions, fight
against love Jehad and take steps
for re-conversion of those
Hindus who were forcibly con-
verted and people will be edu-
cated about the ill effects of
forcible conversions.

Rita Sharma State convener,
Matri Shakti, Bajrang Dal Prant
convener, Kartik Sudan and
Durga Vihani Prant co- conven-
er, Shabnam Khajuria were also
present in the press conference.

AAP leader, Taranjit Singh Tony stands as an elderly lady inau-
gurating road blacktop work at a village in Suchetgarh on Sunday.

Tony demands Statehood 
restoration, early elections in J&K

Mandeep Kaur attends 7th India
Water Week at India Expo Mart

Dignitaries releasing a religious book and calendar at Jammu
on Sunday. — Excelsior/Rakesh

Preserve rich cultural heritage: Sidha
Days of Hurriyat calendar
now over: Yudhvir Sethi

B2V is active on Twitter,
missing on ground: Vakil
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SOPORE/RAFIABAD, Nov
6: Former minister and senior
J&K People's Conference
leader, Abdul Gani Vakil today
claimed that the Back to Village
(B2V) programme of the
Government is a failure and
does nothing except disruption
in Government machinery that
further aggravates miseries of
the people as Government
offices are totally closed and
none remains there to address
problems of common man.

Vakil said that the B2V pro-
gramme is very much active on
Twitter and Facebook to score
points, while on ground it has
turned into a crude joke and is a
mere eyewash that has failed in
addressing and assessing the
specific economic potential and
the needs of the villages which

has been observed in the past
three phases of B2V pro-
gramme.

"Only macadamisation of
few roads is visible on ground
which the R&B Department
has been doing," Vakil said,
adding that the claim of the
Government regarding rural
development is only restricted
to statements and meetings.
The former minister said unfor-
tunately, there has been no fol-
low up to the earlier B2V exer-
cises which has rendered this
new phase of B2V a sheer
mockery.  

Vakil visited several vil-
lages of Rafiabad and Sopore
and was accompanied by senior
leaders, DDC Chairman,
Ghulam Mohammed Mir,
Sarpanch, Tariq Ahmed Mir,
Sarpanch, Ghulam Hassan War
and Hakim Mohammed Altaf.

Authorities adopting discriminatory approach 
towards SC/ST colonies: Manjit Singh 

AAP concerned over rising
cases of dengue in Jammu 

Chairman DAP Ghulam Nabi Azad and people posing for
photograph.

People apprise Azad
about their issues

Apni Party to initiate serious efforts to bring
jailed youth back home: Altaf Bukhari
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9 vehicles involved in 
illegal mining seized
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JAMMU, Nov 6: Domana, Arnia, Akhnoor, Nagrota and Chinore
Police seized 9 vehicles involved in illegal mining.

As per official sources, teams from Police Station Domana led by
SHO Inspector Tilak Raj, Police Station Arnia led by SHO Inspector
Deepak Katoch, Police Station Akhnoor led by SHO Inspector
Harjeet Singh, Police Station Nagrota led by SHO Inspector Vishav
Pratap Singh and Police Post Chinore led by PSI Rajesh Kumar raid-
ed different locations in their respective areas and seized 9 vehicles
involved in illegal mining.

DMO Jammu was also intimated about the same.
The mining was being done in violation of order of High Court of

J&K.
In order to strictly implement the drive against illegal mining and

to tighten noose against the violators of the law, Jammu Police has
initiated strict action.  

Newly elected office bearers of J&K Grameen
Bank Employees' Association posing for a group
photograph at Jammu on Sunday.

VHP leaders at a press conference at Jammu
on Sunday. — Excelsior/ Rakesh

Sanjeev K. Sharma 
JAMMU, Nov 6: Lack of

funds has badly hit the develop-
mental works in Ward Number 34
of Jammu city while the Urban
Local Body of Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) has complet-
ed over four years of its mandato-
ry tenure of five years.

Presently neither the sewer-
age network has been completely
laid nor the old and worn-out
water supply pipes replaced in the
Ward due to lack of funding and
the Ward also suffered a lot
because the concerned authorities
have badly failed to recognize the
non-registered colonies.

This was revealed by Rani
Devi, a first time JMC Councillor
representing Ward Number 34
which includes areas of Janipur
like Harijan Colony, some parts
of Janki Vihar, Ambedkar Nagar,
Hari Nagar etc.

Rani Devi is an Independent
Councillor and she said that her
Ward also lacks street lights as
these were not given as per
requirement of the Ward.

"Of the total requirement, my
Ward only got 75 per cent of
these lights," she claimed. 

Rani also said that another
problem which her Ward suffers
from is poor water supply and the
water is supplied on alternate
days due to the ongoing strike by

the con-
c e r n e d
employees.

"Issues of
power crisis,
dilapidated
lanes and
drains, clean-
liness are

also there in most parts of my
Ward," she maintained adding:
"Some colonies in the Ward are
not registered because of which
the needy people there failed to
avail the benefits of Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana scheme."

As far as the pensions to old

age people, widows and physical-
ly challenged people is con-
cerned, the Councillor said that
the newly introduced regulation
for pensions exclusively to the
people belonging to Below
Poverty Line category has made
this facility tough for many peo-
ple who are in dire need of this.

Taking a dig on addiction, she
claimed that a wine shop was
opened in her Ward despite
protests by the locals.

Making a startling claim the
JMC Councillor said: "The role
of police is not up to the mark as
peddlers openly sell narcotic sub-
stances in my Ward and when I
inform cops regarding the same

they disclose my identity to the
peddlers thereby pushing me and
my family to a possible trouble." 

She further said that up-gra-
dation of a Middle School at Hari
Nagar to High School level has
not been done in her Ward for
many years and the same also
remained a long pending public
demand in the area.

"A community hall in my
Ward is under litigation at present
while there is no play ground in
the Ward," Rani Devi further said.

Among the works done by her
in the Ward she said that she got
constructed a community hall at

Kabir Mandir with a budget of
Rs. 50 lakh while she also got
constructed bath rooms with a
budget of Rs. 10 lakh in the same
temple.

"The repair of lanes and
drains in my Ward is approxi-
mately 75 per cent complete
while the remaining work in this
regard is also being done," Rani
Devi said.

She said that Ambedkar
Nagar Park has been developed
now with at a budget of Rs. 9.5
lakh with facilities like benches
for sitting purpose, marble work
and lights.

"During COVID-19 pandem-
ic triggered lockdown no political

party visited my Ward and we
helped the needy people by giv-
ing them ration and other things
of need," the Councillor said
adding that she helped authorities
in getting people of her Ward vac-
cinated for the disease. 

She further said that camps
for Ayushman Cards, Voter Cards
and Aadhar Cards are regularly
being organized in her Ward to
facilitate the people. 

"Now during the outbreak of
dengue fever the JMC is fogging
the Ward to safeguard the public
from dengue," Rani Devi contin-
ued making another claim of
shortage of Safai Karamcharis in
her Ward.

“Against a demand of 24 my
Ward was given only 16 Safai
Karamcharis and that too without
proper equipments like pull-cart,
spade etc and this is the main rea-
son for poor cleanliness in my
Ward," she said adding that the
Safai Karamcharis do not adhere
to her instructions but work on
their own will while a lady Safai
Karamchari working in the Ward
and very much on JMC pay rolls
was not seen for the last four years.

“JMC Health Officers also do
not cooperate with us but the new
Mayor, Rajinder Sharma has
assured cooperation and full sup-
port for the development and up-
liftment of the Ward," the
Councillor said.

Lack of funds hit developmental works in Ward No 34

MUNICIPAL WARD UPDATE

JKTF chairman Ganesh Khajuria talking
to media persons after meeting of the Forum
on Sunday.

Teachers Forum protest on Nov 15 
to press for fulfilling demands 


