44 DV(sestablished at Gram Panchayat level across J&K
DVCstoenable delivery of governance effectively through IT enabled services

Srinagar, July 18: To em-
power Panchavati Raj Insti-
tutions (PRIs)at Gram Pan-
chayatlevel 44 Digital village
Centres (DVCs) have been
established, two ineach dis-
trict, , across the Union Ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kash-
mir,

Under this mission, 44
Panchayat Ghars were iden-
tified by concerned District
Commissioners, The DVCs
were established in these
Panchayat Ghars and were
equipped with IT infrastruc-
ture,other equipments and
all connectivity,

DVCs will act as one stop
service solution at the village
level and provide services
like Wi-Fi Hotspots, telemed-
icine, Agriculturalsupport

service, digital payments
and other G2C/B2C services.
IT department, with active
support of Finance Depart-
ment, planstoestablish more
such DVCsinrestofthe Gram
Panchayats of J&K.

The programme was
launched on pilot basis ata
cost of Rs 5 Crore across 44
villages in J&K. In the first
phase, two villages are being
taken up from each district,
feasible in terms of connec-
tivity (Fibre VSAT) to offer
digital services. After ascer-
taining the impact in the

ilotphase, remaining Gram
anchayats are being taken
up in second phase.

The basic aim of the pro-
gramme is to deliver gover-
nance effectively through

ITenabled services, generate
awareness regarding imple-
mentation of Government
Schemes and upgrade the
socio-economicstatusofthe
rural masses.

The existing Gram Pan-
chayat buildings aredesig-
nated as Digital Village
Centres (DVCs), provided
with facilities like Smart
LEDs, Computers, Screens,
internetand otherrelevant
facilities. The Village Lev-
el Workers (VLWs) of the
Rural Development Depart-
ment are the custodians of
the DVCs; responsible for
overall management of the
centres, These centres are
looked after by concerned
village Nambardar/Lam-
bardar(s)and Chowkidar(s)

as well.

After inatmnralin§44 dig-
ital village centres in
and Kashmir, Lieutenam
GovernorManoj Sinha said
thataneweraof development
has rightly started in the
UnionTerritory, which has
taken a giant leap towards
inclusive development.

“Anew eraofdevelopment
hasrightly started inJammu
and Kashmir, and we have
taken a giant leap towands
inclusive development. To-
day, 44 panchayats, 40 blocks
have been dedicated to the
ceople in the form of Digital

illage Centres and arrange-
ments have been made to
reachoutwithall theonline
schemes ofthe government,”
said Sinha.



