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Screening committees have no role
to sit on court decisions: HC

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, July 15: High
Court today said that the screening
committees formed by the
Government have no role to inter-
vene in the cases which were final-
ly decided by the court.

High Court before framing the
rule of contempt against the
Additional Secretary Power
Development Department granted
one opportunity to implement the
decision of the court.

The aggrieved Petitioner,
Arshad Hussain, is seeking com-
pliance of order passed by the Writ
Court in 2015 along with direc-
tions passed by the Division Bench
in 2018. In terms of the directions
passed by the Writ Court as also by
Division Bench, the respondent-
PDD was directed to treat the peti-
tioner as on duty for the entire
intervening period.

The PDD was also directed to
pay him the salary for the period
together with increments and
determine, accord and restore his
due place of seniority on the basis
of his date of appointment and
accord him all consequential serv-
ice benefits, including promotions
which he would have otherwise
earned in normal course.

The respondent-PDD was also
required to effect computation of
amounts which are admissible to
the petitioner and communicate the
same to him, payment whereof to
be made within a period of four
weeks from the date of order of
Division Bench passed in 2018.
The respondents were also
required to pass orders with regard
to seniority and all the consequen-
tial benefits to which the petitioner
would have been entitled to after
the dismissal from services.

On notice, statement of fact
stand filed by Additional Secretary
to Govt Power Development
Department and while making ref-
erence to the directions passed by

the Writ Court as also by the
Division Bench, the matter was
kept subject to decision of
Screening Committee, as also of
the Home Department, which
prima facie amounts to the con-
tempt of the Court against the
Additional Secretary to Govt.
Power Development Department.

The division bench of Justice
Ali Mohammad Magrey and
Justice M Akram Chowdhary
recorded that once confirmed by
the Supreme Court are not subject
to any further decision by
Screening Committee of the
Government.

Court said the Screening
Committees may have role in a
routine case which does not have
intervention of the Courts but once
the judgment is passed by this
Court and confirmed by Supreme
Court there is no scope for respon-
dents but to implement the judg-
ment in its letter and spirit.

Court said that it cannot ignore
the state of affairs under which the
present case is dealt with, there-
fore, it has become necessary to
direct the Registrar Judicial of this
Court to send a copy of the
Contempt Petition along with the
Statement of Facts filed by the
Additional Secretary to
Government, Power Development
Department, as also copy of this
order for ensuring proper guidance
to the Government in dealing with
the implementation of the judg-
ment of the Court. “Besides a copy
shall be also send to Law
Secretary”, reads the order.

“Prima facie, we are satisfied
that the Additional Secretary to
Government, Power Development
Department has committed con-
tempt of the Court, but before pro-
ceeding further and framing rule
against him, we feel it necessary to
give one opportunity to the respon-
dents to submit the compliance of
the judgment in it’s letter and spirit
within four weeks”, DB said.

Situation in J&K inconsistent with PM's
remarks on democracy: NC MPs

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, July 15:
National Conference (NC)
Members of Parliament
Muhammad Akbar Lone and
Hasnain Masoodi today said that
the absence of democracy in
Jammu and Kashmir is feeding
alienation and institutionalizing
bureaucracy in the region. 

The situation with regard to
democracy in J&K stands inco-
herent with regard to the remarks
made by Prime Minister (PM)
Narendra Modi during the clos-
ing ceremony of the centenary
celebrations of Bihar Legislative
Assembly in Patna. "There is
disquieting evidence everywhere
in J&K on the backsliding of
democracy in Kashmir," the two
MPs said. 

"J&K was missing out on
evolving democratic discourse
referred to by PM who has right-
ly said that in a democracy, leg-
islative bodies have the role of
echoing the wishes and aspira-
tions of people. It was the same
legislature that spearheaded the
flight of J&K from feudalism to
democracy. It was the same leg-

islature that passed the legisla-
tions like land to tiller and abol-
ished the feudal system. It was
the same institution that had pro-
tected the pluralistic visage of
J&K and protected the cultural,
linguistic, electoral, employment
and land rights of the people of
J&K. Having such a historic
citadel disposed of is unthink-
able," they added. 

They further added that hav-
ing people of J&K illogically
and illegitimately deprived of
popular Government is violation
of constitutional guarantees.
"Air dropped and unrelated
bureaucrats could not be the
substitute for a legitimate elect-
ed government. It is the people's
government, and powerful legis-
lature that can take on the exist-
ing challenges in the state. A
remote controlled system cannot
empathies with people's suffer-
ing and their aspirations.
Denying 1.20 crore people their
democratic rights is violative of
the country's democratic setup
and federalism," they added,
demanding a course correction
in the ruling party's JK centric
policy. 

AP president Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari addressing a
party convention at Konibal, Pampore.

Bukhari urges people to use 
power of vote for better future
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, July 15: Apni
Party (AP) president Syed
Mohammad Altaf Bukhari has
urged people to exercise their
right to vote in forthcoming
assembly elections in J&K to
ensure the traditional politicians
and exploiters are kept at bay
from taking the benefit of poll
boycotts. 

He was addressing a party
convention at Konibal Pampore
today. "The election boycotts
eventually damage the public
interest. We must understand that
in a democratic system of gover-
nance people are empowered by
their right to vote, thus people
must use this right to ensure their
participation in the governance.
Not only that people should use
their right to vote, but they also
must ensure they use this power
wisely," Bukhari added.

Giving the reference to the
past, Apni Party president said,
"We have seen how the election
boycotts have ultimately helped
the self-interested politicians who
exploited people for their mone-
tary and political gains." He fur-
ther said, "When people do not

exercise their voting right, they
automatically disempower them-
selves by giving free hand to the
traditional politicians to manipu-
late the whole electoral exercise."

"The traditional political par-
ties and the so-called leaders
would like you not to vote
because they get benefitted by the
poll boycotts. Therefore, this
time, people must come out to
cast their vote in the assembly
elections when they are held in
near future," he said and added
"To ensure good governance, the
participation of the people is of
utmost importance."

Maintaining that Apni Party is
the best alternative for J&K peo-
ple to vote for, Bukhari said, "The
prevailing awful situation in J&K
is evidence of the misgovernance
of the traditional political parties
which remained at the helm in the
state for years in the past and
deceived you in the name of emo-
tional slogans."

General secretary of the Party
Rafi Ahmad Mir, media advisor
Farooq Andrabi, Chairman DDC
Srinagar and the Party's provin-
cial secretary Altaf Malik and
other senior leaders were present
on the occasion.

Dwivedi reviews progress on implementation 
of HMIS across health facilities of J&K

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, July 15:
Principal Secretary, Health and
Medical Education (H&ME),
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi, today
chaired a meeting to review the
progress on implementation of
Hospital Management
Information System(HMIS)
across the health facilities of
J&K at Civil Secretariat here.

Speaking during the meeting,
the Principal Secretary highlight-
ed that HMIS will be one of the
major reform in health sector of
UT and it will significantly
improve the standards of health
care service here and make it
more accountable and transpar-
ent. He directed the implement-
ing agencies to kick start the
areas of OPD, Stores and
Pharmacy inventory control and
the patient feedback mechanism
initially in the shortest possible
time so that these most important
areas are taken care first.

He impressed upon the offi-
cers that smooth coordination
and synergy should be main-
tained between various stake-
holders associated with the proj-

ect, so that it can be implement-
ed successfully and is launched
within the stipulated time
frame. He directed the officers
to complete the process of
implementing the first three
modules by the end of this
agency.

Dwivedi asked the represen-
tatives of implementing agency
to dovetail the already existing
processes with the new software
and swiftly complete the
process of the inter departmen-
tal and other permissions from
the mobile service providers.

During the meeting, MD
National Health Mission, M.
Yaseen Chaudhary while pre-
senting the salient features of
the project explained the fea-
tures of the various software
and hardware components and
the areas of prioritization.

The meeting among others
was attended by Director
Finance, H&ME, Director
Coordination, New GMCs,
Joint Director Planning,
H&ME, OSD H&ME
Department, Divisional Nodal
Officer, Jammu and other offi-
cers of NHM.

Principal Secretary H&ME Manoj Kumar Dwivedi chairing a
meeting on Friday.

Dr CP Reddy, Senior Additional Commissioner of DoLR with
officials of J&K during a convention in New Delhi.

J&K IWMP participates in
National Watershed Convention

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, July 15: The J&K
Integrated Watershed
Management Programme imple-
menting Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchayee Yojna  today partici-
pated in the National Watershed
Convention which was organized
by the Department of Land
Resources, GOI at Vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi.

The National Level
Convention, first of its kind by
the Department of Land
Resources was inaugurated  by
Union Minister of Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj. Giri Raj Singh virtually and
physically attended by Union
Minister of State for Rural
Development and Steel Fagun
Singh Kulastae. Sadhvi Niranjan
Jyoti, Minister of State for Rural
Development and Kaplishwar
patil, Minister of State for
Panchayati Raj attend the conven-
tion virtually from Fatehpur U.P
and Calcutta respectively. 

The Secretary Department of
Rural Development Nagendra
Singh and Secretary, Department
of Land Resources Ajay Tirke
were among the Presidium.  

The Union Minister for Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj
appreciated the milestones
achieved by the Department in
successful implementation of
watershed programme and hoped
that Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchayee Yojna- Part two will
surpass the targets and help our
farmers in doubling their income
by adopting soil and water con-

servation measures, horticulture
and integrated farming. 

The success stories by emi-
nent environmentalists and cru-
saders were hallmark of the con-
vention. Jadav Molai Payeng of
Assam popularly known as the
“Forest Man of India” told about
his mission of planting and tend-
ing millions of trees spanning
over several decades. Awarded
Padma- Shree, Molai gave an
account of difficulties he faced
in his mission. His passion and
concern for planting trees and
conserving them has earned him
the title of “Forest Man of
India”. 

The Union Territory of J&K
was represented by CEO, IWMP
Dr. Bharat Bhushan besides
Project Managers of Poonch and
Samba. The Watershed
Development team Members of
Jammu & Kashmir Divisions and
three progressive farmers of J&K
were part of the team. The team
interacted with officials of
Department of Land Resources
and their counterparts of other
parts of the country. 

Tunda Singh- a progressive
farmer of Kathua who pioneered
Turmeric cultivation on large
scale and Rakesh Kumar of
Dadwara, Billawar who cultivates
flowers over several acres
thanked Commissioner Rural
Development Department, J&K
for giving them opportunity for
exposure.  They expressed confi-
dence that this participation has
inspired them to work more effi-
ciently besides disseminating the
learning.

Couple, three cattle killed as
landslide hits mud house

Excelsior Correspondent

KISHTWAR, July 15: A
couple and their three cattle
were killed after a landslide hit
a mud house in the Bangar
Dhar valley of Tehsil
Drabshalla.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Sadh Mohd, son of
Ahamdu and his wife Fatima
Begum, resident of Balran
Tehsil Bonjwah Kishtwar dis-
trict.

A relative of the deceased,
Ghulam Mohd Masoodi, who is
Sarpanch of Panchayat
Balgran, told that the couple
went to the mud house (dhok)
at Bangar Dhar valley on June
28-29 this year with their three
cattle and today due to a land-

slide, the couple and their cattle
were crushed to death.

On getting information,
police team rushed to the spot
and retrieved the bodies of the
couple from under the debris.

After completing medical
and legal formalities, the bod-
ies of the couple will be handed
over to legal heirs for last rites.

Kishtwar Police has also
taken cognizance in this regard.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the District
Administration Kishtwar had
issued an advisory due to bad
weather condition restricting
the people to visit the hilly
areas. The schools were to be
opened but remained closed
due to inclement weather con-
ditions.

FAA aspirants continue protest on 2nd day,
seek immediate release of selection list 

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, July 15: The aspi-
rants  of Finance Account
Assistant (FAA) continued their
protest on 2nd consecutive today
against rumored scrapping of the
selection process and demanded
immediate release of final selec-
tion list.  

Scores of candidates who have
qualified examination for the post
of FAA conducted by the Jammu
& Kashmir Service Selection
Board (JKSSB) assembled out-
side Press Club Jammu and staged
a sit-in protest against possible
scrapping of FAA selection list
due to alleged irregularities.

The protesting youngsters said
they have come to know from var-
ious sources that Jammu and

Kashmir Service Selection Board
is cancelling the recruitment of
Finance Account Assistant. The
protesters raised slogans against
the JKSSB and alleged that mal-
practices are marring the career of
deserving candidates as they are
being forced to pay the price of
those who cheated.

The protesters were carrying
placards with slogans like 'justice
for meritorious candidates' and
'thanks for ruining our career'
written on them. They raised slo-

gans against JKSSB. "After quali-
fying the exam we thought our
unemployment woes would end
but the delay in the declaration of
results by the JKSSB has kept us
in the middle of nowhere" they
said.

"Almost the entire recruitment
process for FAA has been com-
pleted and now, they are talking of
scrapping it. Why does it take so
long for the Government to ques-

tion the recruitment process? We
are not against the probe but that
should be time-bound," one of the
protesters said, alleging that the
rights of deserved candidates are
being trampled in the name of the
probe and alleged scams.

A n o t h e r
protester said,
"We are not
from rich fam-
ilies, we work
hard day and
night for
almost 2 years
to prepare for
this exam and
when the final
selection list is
about to come,
it is being
a l l e g e d l y
scrapped due
to fault of

some mischievous elements. If
the entire list is scrapped, it will
leave a thousand youth unem-
ployed, disheartened and disap-
pointed." 

The protesting candidates
urged the LG administration to
take note of alleged mismanage-
ment in the JKSSB which accord-
ing to them has put the future of
meritorious and deserving candi-
dates at stake. They also demand-
ed immediate release of their final
selection list.

FAA aspirants staging sit-in protest outside
Press Club, Jammu on Friday.

—Excelsior/Rakesh

A dignitary addressing the gathering during ‘Swachhta
Pakhwada’ celebration by JMC and Bharat Petroleum at Jammu
on Friday.

JMC, Bharat Petroleum celebrate
‘Swachhta Pakhwada’

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, July 15: Jammu
Municipal Corporation (JMC)
and Bharat Petroleum here today
celebrated ‘Swachhta Pakhwada’
wherein a ‘Swachhta Pledge’ was
administered to all the dignitaries
present on the occasion along
with ‘Safai Sathis’ (Safai
Karamcharis). 

Anchoring of the event was
done by RJ Sarang (91.9 Red
FM). 

Sarang briefed about
‘Swachhta Pakhwada’ and wel-
comed dignitaries from JMC and
Bharat Petroleum. 

The initiatives taken by
Bharat Petroleum were further
briefed by dignitaries from
Bharat Petroleum—Sandeep
Kumar Raina and Eshu Kumar. 

They said that Bharat
Petroleum has actively partici-
pated in all ‘Swachhta
Pakhwadas’ through extended
family and has constantly been
contributing to innovations and
community led practices in
Sanitation and Waste

Management.
Commissioner JMC, Rahul

Yadav emphasized on the initia-
tives taken by JMC regarding
ban on Single Use Plastic.

Deputy Mayor, Purnima
Sharma said: “Safai Sathis are
the key to JMC’s increased year-
ly ranking in Swacchh
Survekshan.”

She also talked about ‘Bye-
Bye Plastic’ campaign initiated
by JMC while JMC Chairmen—
Hardeep Singh Mankotia, Ajay
Gupta and Raj Kumar empha-
sized on achievements of the
campaign.

Role of Swacchh Sathis of
JMC was lauded for they being
the pillars of sanitation. 

The programme concluded
with vote of thanks by Health
Officer JMC, Dr. Vinod Sharma.

The live coverage of the pro-
gramme was done by Radio part-
ners 91.9 Red FM. The overall
management of the event was
done by AIILSG.

T-shirts along with jute bags
were distributed to all the staff of
BPCL and JMC Safai Sathis.

SMVDSB organizes awareness session
on ‘Sexual Harassment at Workplace’
Excelsior Correspondent

KATRA, July 15:  Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
(SMVDSB) today organized an
awareness workshop on "Sexual
Harassment at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Act, 2013" at
Spiritual Growth Centre, Katra. 

The workshop aimed at cre-
ating awareness among the
employees regarding various
types of sexual harassments at
work place and laws related to
the same.

Anshul Garg, Chief
Executive Officer, SMVDSB,
while appreciating such work-
shops said that every employee
must be aware of the such laws
and redressal mechanism as
these sessions go beyond the Act
and cover what the precursors to
sexual harassment are and how
anyone can be a change agent,
thus perpetuating an environ-
ment of safety, trust and fairness
at the workplace.

Navneet Singh, Addl  Chief
Executive Officer, SMVDSB
briefed the importance of the
session and underlined the need
to create awareness about the Act
to ensure that the female
employees do not face any dis-
comfort at workplaces.

Resource Person Advocate,
Neeta Verma, President-Human
Rights Mission (J&K) and
Director, National Campaign

Amongst Students,  deliberated
in detail about the subject and
sensitized the participants about
the provisions of the Act. The
lecture was followed by open
discussion among the partici-
pants.

She further dwelt on the
Vishakha Guidelines and gave
insights about the Sexual
Harassment of Women at
Workplace Act 2013. She also
shared the importance and work-
ing of the Internal Complaint
Committee in the institutions and
at the workplace to address the
challenges of harassment and its
prevention.

Discussion about various
laws, rules and regulations with
recent enactment with judge-
ments in context to sexual
harassment namely, Indian Penal
Code, Criminal Procedures Code
and Information Technology Act
also took place. 

More than 50 female
employees of SMVDSB from
various cadres attended the
workshop. The session was very
interactive and the participants
raised many queries and shared
their observations and experi-
ences. The session concluded
with details of how any organi-
zation can take preventive meas-
ures against sexual harassment. 

Noteworthy is that about 10
percent of the female employees
constitute the strong workforce
of the Shrine Board.

Driver killed as tanker rolls down
Excelsior Correspondent

RAMBAN, July 15: A driver was killed after a tanker rolled
down into gorge near Peerah area here today.

The ill-fated vehicle bearing registration number JK02CL-3270
was on its way to Srinagar from Jammu.

On getting information, a police team rushed to the spot and
shifted the dead body of the driver to District Hospital Ramban.

After completing medical and
legal formalities, the body of the
deceased was handed over to legal

heirs for last rites.
The deceased was identified as Javed Ahmad, son of

Mohammad Yousuf, a resident of Chamalwas, Tehsil Banihal
District Ramban.

A case FIR Number 110/2022 under sections 279 and 304 A
IPC has been registered at Police Station Chanderkote.

* Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com

* Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com


