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JAMMU, July 1: Additional
Director General of Police
(ADGP) Jammu Zone Mukesh
Singh accompanied by DIG
Udhampur, DIG Doda, DIG
Traffic and DIG CRPF moved
with Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra con-
voy from Jammu to Lambar at

Banihal.
He also interacted with yatris

and representatives of civil
administration at langar loca-
tions. 

Yatris expressed satisfaction
at security arrangements and with
the facilities arranged by UT
administration en route. 

SSP Jammu, SSP Udhampur
and SSP Ramban also accompa-
nied the ADG Jammu enroute
and briefed him about the ROP
and security arrangements.
Instructions were given on the
spot to remove deficiencies and
to improve the set up. 

Today was the first day when
both the convoys to and fro from
Jammu to Baltal and Pahalgam
were on move. 

The langar locations at
Nashri, Chanderkot and Lambar
had a festive look and yatris were
happy.

Traffic arrangements were
smooth and care was taken by
traffic police to regulate yatra
movement in a manner that no
inconvenience was caused to
daily passengers moving on the
highway.

Officers of CRPF were alert
on duty and were working under
close supervision of COs of
CRPF and DIG CRPF.

ADGP Jammu directed the
officers to keep the convenience
and safety of the yatris as top pri-
ority during convoy movement.
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SRINAGAR, July 1: Apni
Party (AP) president Altaf Bukhari
has said that the traditional political
parties have always played a 'divide
and rule' politics to attain their polit-
ical and personal advantages. 

Addressing a public rally  at
Agar in Pattan area of north
Kashmir on Friday  Bukhari said,
"We know this as a matter of fact
that the people of this area have
always pursued peace. People want
prosperity and development here.
However, the politicians and par-
ties you have been choosing to rep-
resent you in the government have
always exploited your vote for
their political advantages. They
have been playing divide and rule
politics here, over the years. Even,
most of the times, these political
parties ensure poll boycotts by a
large section of people here to
make sure that their candidates are
declared winners in the elections.
But, I assure you that the Apni
Party does not believe in such
political gimmicks. Unlike, the tra-
ditional political parties we do not
divide people in the name of reli-
gion, sect, caste and geographical
location. We want you to come out
and exercise your vote with your
free will in the forthcoming elec-
tions," Bukhari said.

Urging people not to pay heed
to election boycott calls and use
their vote wisely, Bukhari said that
boycotting elections has always
disempowered people and hin-
dered the development process in
the Valley.

"We live in a democratic setup
wherein people have the right to
elect or reject a candidate. Thus
you should choose your represen-
tatives wisely. On one hand, you
have the traditional political par-
ties, who have been deceiving you
for years and decades; and, on the
other, you have Apni Party to rep-
resent you in the government and
democratic institutions with an

unambiguous agenda. I request you
to choose sensibly. The Apni Party's
key agenda is to work for the sus-
tained peace, enduring prosperity
and development of Jammu and
Kashmir. We will ensure  develop-
ment of your area," he added 

Bukhari reiterated the fact that
the traditional political parties have
been pushing Kashmiri youth
towards unattainable objectives,
and emotional slogans to ensure
their political gains.  

"We have seen deaths and
destruction. This kind of politics
has landed our youth in jails and
buried them in graveyards. Apni
Party will not allow the traditional
political parties to continue their
deceitful politics anymore," he
asserted.

Senior leaders Ghulam Hassan
Mir, Rafi Ahmad Mir, Shoaib Lone
and others also spoke on the occa-
sion.
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SRINAGAR, July 1:
Employees Joint Action
Committee (EJAC) J&K under
the leadership of its president,
Fayaz Ahmad Shabnam staged a
protest demonstration here today
demanding safeguarding of liveli-
hood of Centaur Hotel Employees
who are on protest since last two
weeks. 

Shabnam urged upon the
administration to safeguard the
jobs of these employees who were
evicted from Centaur Hotel after
the J&K government took over its
possession. 

He said that 160 employees
have been working in the Hotel
since last many decades and some
of them are at the verge of retire-
ment and now they have been left
with nothing and there is no other
source of income for them due

which they along with their fami-
ly members are facing a lot of dif-
ficulties. 

The EJAC leader said that
these employees have kept the
Hotel operational even in tough
times.

He assured full support to the
aggrieved employees and con-
veyed that EJAC will stand shoul-
der to shoulder with them till their
genuine demands are met. 

Shabnam urged the adminis-
tration to ensure that livelihood of
these employees is safeguarded
and they are not left to suffer.

He requested the administra-
tion to solve the genuine demands
of these employees before Eid-ul-
Adha. 

EJAC leaders who participat-
ed in the protest were Mohd. Shafi
Rather, Bashir Ahmad Thoker,
Gh. Nabi, Mohd. Shafi Wani,
Mohd Akbar Dar and others.
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SRINAGAR, July 1: High
Court imposed Rs 10 lakh as
penalty on the Government for not
paying compensation in lieu of
land for the public purpose.

The land from the actual owner
had been taken way back in 2017
for construction of a bridge in
Bandipora district of north
Kashmir.  

The division bench of Chief
Justice Pankaj Mithal and Justice
Javed Iqbal Wani directed the gov-
ernment to assess and determine
the compensation of the land in
question and pay the same to the
land owner-Shabir Ahmad.

The officials of R&B depart-
ment in its reply admitted that the
land has been taken over for the
purposes of construction of the
Steel Girder Bridge and that grant
of compensation was under con-
sideration as per the stamp duty
rate.

"The aforesaid facts and cir-
cumstances clearly reveal that the
private land of the petitioner has
been taken over by the respondents
forcibly without the consent of the
petitioner and without taking
recourse to any procedure pre-
scribed in law and the compensa-
tion is still consideration", court

said 
The court said, it clearly

reveals that the officials have vio-
lated the basic human right of the
petitioner and deprived him of his
property without following any
procedure of law.

"In view of the above, the
respondents are liable to be penal-
ized for violating the basic human
right of the petitioner and at the
same time to pay compensation of
the land at the stamp duty rate
prevalent today as well as the rental
compensation for its use and occu-
pation from the year 2017 till date,"
reads the order

The court accordingly directed
the officials to assess and deter-
mine the compensation of the land
payable to the private person with-
in a period of 6 weeks and make
payment within a further period of
3 months.

"The respondents (officials) at
the same time shall also pay token
rental compensation for the use
and occupation of the aforesaid
land from the year 2017 till 2021
i.e., 05 years @ Rs. 1.00 lac per
year within 3 months from today,"
Coury directed.

Court also said that in addition
to this as on account of violation of
the right to property of the petition-
er which is guaranteed by the
Constitution, the respondents are
directed to pay special penalty of
Rs. 10.00 lakhs to the petitioner
within a period of three months.
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UDHAMPUR, July 1:
Ramnagar Police today arrested
two drug peddlers and seized
13.44 grams of Heroin from their
possession. 

Reports said that during naka
checking, Police  stopped one
vehicle, Alto car bearing registra-
tion number  JK14H-5461, which
was on way from Udhampur
towards Ramnagar. 

During checking, about 6.75
grams of Heroin like substance

was recovered from the possession
of one person namely Abdul
Razak,  son of Abdul Qauoom of
Keya,  Tehsil Ramnagar and about
6.69 grams narcotic substance
(Heroin )  was recovered from the
possession of another person
namely Ajay Kumar,  son of Puran
Chand of Jakheni Udhampur. 

Both the accused persons were
arrested on the spot and the  vehi-
cle as well as recovered Heroin
were seized. On the basis of this,
case FIR number 86/2022, under
section  8/21/22 NDPS Act has
been registered at Police Station
Ramnagar

The police party was headed
by SHO Ramnagar Inspector
Pushpinder Singh under the super-
vision of SDPO Dr  Bhishm
Dubey.

The arrest was made under the
supervision of SSP Udhampur Dr
Vinod Kumar.
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KATHUA,  July1: District
Police Kathua under the overall
supervision of SSP Kathua,  R C
Kotwal, arrested an infamous
criminal under Public Safety Act
(PSA) .

Police said a team led by
Inspector, O P Chib SHO Police
Station (PS) Kathua under the
supervision of DySP Headquarters,
Kathua,  Shammi Kumar  on June
29 arrested an infamous criminal
Mushtaq Ahmed son of Kasim Din
of Ward No. 12 tehsil and district
Kathua who was evading his arrest
from last few months and against
whom a detention warrant under
Section 8  of Jammu and Kashmir

Public Safety Act 1978 was issued
by District Magistrate Kathua. 

In order to prevent his illegal
activities in criminal cases, a
dossier was prepared against him
and sent to District Magistrate,
Kathua  for his detention under
Public Safety Act(PSA).
Accordingly District Magistrate,
Kathua issued a detention warrant
against him under Public Safety
Act (PSA) and warrant has been
executed yesterday and he was
lodged in Central Jail, Kot Bhalwal
Jammu to curtail his criminal activ-
ities.  
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KATHUA,  July 1 : In order to
neutralize the activities of drug
peddlers within the district,
Kathua Police under the guidance
of  SSP Kathua,  R C Kotwal-
today seized  100 grams of Heroin
(Chitta) like narcotics in the juris-
dictional area of  Police Station
(PS ) Lakhanpur, arrested tow
drug peddlers and  seized one
vehicle.

Police said a  team of PS
Lakhanpur  led by Inspector, Vijay
Kotwal  SHO Lakhanpur under
the supervision of DySP DAR,
Sukhdev Singh during patrolling
duty in its jurisdictional area near
New Excise Building, Lakhanpur
yesterday noticed one suspicious
vehicle (Maruti Breeza Car) bear-
ing Registration Number
,JK02CC-3871 which was sig-
naled  to stop for checking. 

On thorough  checking
approximately  80 grams  of
Heroin (Chitta) like narcotics was
recovered from the illegal posses-

sion of one person namely Bobby
Mehra, son of Raj Kumar  and
approximately 20 grams of heroin
like narcotics from a lady namely
Rani Devi wife of Raj Kumar both
residents of Tope Sher Khaniea
tehsil and district Jammu.  

The contraband was seized by
police on spot and both the drug
peddlers were arrested vehicle
involved was also seized. On this a
case vide FIR No. 56/2022 U/S
8/21/22 NDPS Act has been regis-
tered at Police Station, Lakhanpur
and further investigation is under-
way.

District Police Kathua seeks
support from the local people of
the area to share information about
drug peddling by  dialing
01922234100, 9858034100 & 100
and we assured that your identity
will be  kept confidential.
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Notorious criminal
arrested with sharp

edged weapon
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, July 1: Miran
Sahib Police arrested a notori-
ous criminal and recovered
sharp edged weapon from his
possession.

As per police sources, on
specific information a team
from Police Station Miran
Sahib led by SHO Inspector
Zaheer Mushtaq under the
supervision of SDPO RS Pura
Surinder Singh laid a naka at
Marallian Morh and intercepted
an Alto car bearing registration
number JK02AK-2478.

During checking, police
team recovered one sharp edged
weapon from the car and arrest-
ed the accused, who was identi-
fied as Balvinder Singh, son of
Swarn Singh of Ranjari Tehsil
Vijaypur District Samba.

During initial questioning,
he confessed that he was on his
way to take revenge from his
old enemy.

A case FIR Number 65/2022
under section 4/25 Arms Act
has been registered at Police
Station Miran Sahib and inves-
tigation started.

Warm farewell
accorded 
to retirees
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JAMMU, July 1: Block
Medical Officer (BMO) Bani
Dr Radha Krishan was accorded
an affectionate adieu on his
superannuation from the
Medical Department of Jammu
and Kashmir after serving the
people of the area during his
long successful professional
career. During a simple yet
impressive function organized
by the Medical Department to
felicitate and bid farewell to Dr
Radha Krishan, Dr Rameshwar
Singh ZMO Koti Chandyar
while wishing him a happy and
successful post-retirement life
highlighted his great selfless
contribution to the Health and
Medical fraternity and the
Department. 

Darbari Lal, Section Officer,
Government Degree College
(GDC) Ramnagar, was accord-
ed warm send off by the staff
members of the College on
attaining the age of superannua-
tion. Dr Udhey Bhanu,
Principal, in his address high-
lighted the major professional
and personal work traits of the
officer, and wished him a
happy, healthy and prosperous
post retired life.

DAJ president
among 

4 docs honoured 
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UDHAMPUR, July 1: In an
impressive function organized
here today, five doctors of District
Hospital Udhampur including
president of Doctors’ Association
Jammu (DAJ) Dr Balvinder
Singh was honoured by a promi-
nent social activist of the district,
Swarn Singh Rathore. 

While Dr Balvinder Singh
was honoured for doing record
knee replacements, hip replace-
ments and arthoscopic surgeries
in DH Udhampur, Dr Vinod was
honoured for exceptional work in
gastroenterology, Dr Deepak
Koul for his exceptional service to
the community and Dr Manisha
Langher for untiring and excep-
tional service as radiologist.

Speaking on the occasion, all
the awardees assured people pres-
ent on the occasion that they will
continue to do 24x7 for welfare of
patients and will try to give 5-star
medical treatment to their patients
even in Government run health
institutions.

Meanwhile, DAJ president Dr
Balvinder Singh appointed
Advocate Sushil Chandel as legal
advisor of the DAJ.

Bovines
smuggling bids

foiled
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RAMBAN, July 1: Police
foiled bovines smuggling bids.

As per police sources, a
team from Police Station
Ramban laid a naka and inter-
cepted four vehicles.

During checking, police
team rescued 15 bovine animals
from the vehicles and arrested
two persons, who were identi-
fied as Kishore Kumar, son of
Ram Nath of Mansar Tehsil
Udhampur and Basharat
Kasanna, son of Manzoor
Ahmed Kasanna of Tehsil
Dooru District Anantnag.

Meanwhile, a team from
Police Station Dharamkund
arrested two persons and res-
cued 6 bovine animals from
their possession, which they
were carrying towards Kashmir
on foot.

The arrested persons were
identified as Abdul Latif, son of
Abdullah and Nazir Ahmed, son
of Roshan Din, both residents
of Sumber District Ramban.

Cases under relevant sec-
tions have been registered at
Police Stations Ramban and
Dharamkund and investigation
started.

Two LMD 
officers shifted
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, July 1:
Government today ordered
transfers and postings of two
Assistant Controllers of Legal
Metrology Department (LMD)
with immediate effect.

According to the order,
Mohd Muzaffar Wani, Assistant
Controller LMD, whose servic-
es have presently been placed at
the disposal of Controller LMD
J&K, has been transferred and
posted as Assistant Controller,
LMD Anantnag, vice Sunil
Hitashi. He shall also hold the
charge of the post of Assistant
Controller LMD Kulgam, in
addition to his own duties.

Further, Sunil Hitashi,
Assistant Controller LMD
Anantnag, has been transferred
and his services have been
placed at the disposal of
Controller LMD J&K, who
shall utilize his services at
Headquarter (Srinagar). His
salary shall be drawn by
Controller LMD J&K, against a
vacant post of Deputy
Controller.

No toilet facility 
at Bus Stand 
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RAJOURI, July 1: Shahdara
Sharief Shrine, Bus Stand sans
public toilet facility despite
popular demand of the people
of the area and the local shop-
keepers.

Reports said that after
public demand Block authori-
ties at Thannamandi recom-
mended Toilet complex under
SBM at Shahdra Sharief Bus
Stand few months ago but
unfortunately the District
Panchayat  authorities Rajouri
rejected the proposal.   

It was mentioned in the said
proposal that thousands of pil-
grims/devotees visit this shrine
and there is  dire need of Toilet
complex at Bus Stand Shahdra
Sharief. But the District
Panchayat Officer  rejected the
proposal on the plea that there
was no need as such. The
Panchayat members of the area
expressed strong resentment
and sought intervention of
Deputy Commissioner Rajouri
into the  matter. 

Drug- peddler
held with charas 
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RAJOURI, July 1: The
police arrested a drug-peddler
and recovered some quantity of
charas from his possession in
Thanamandi area today.      

Official sources said that
during naka at upper bridge,
police party apprehended one
person namely, Shahid Khan,
son of Billa Khan,  resident of
Manyal, in  Tehsil Thanamandi
and  on  his personal search
recovered 25 gms charas from
his possession.   On this a case
FIR No. 94/2022  U/S
8/20/NDPS Act got registered
by police. 

Minor girl 
electrocuted 
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RAJOURI, July 1: A minor
girl was electrocuted after she
was trapped in a live broken
cable of the Power
Development Department in
Kalakote area. 

Official sources said that
incident took place at around
11.30 am when 13-years-old
Deepika Kesar, daughter of
Sham Lal Sharma , resident of
Treru village was moving on the
road and got trapped in the live
broken cable of the PDD. With
severe burn injuries and electric
shocks, she was rushed to
Taryath Hospital where she was
declared as dead.  

The police registered a
case in this connection and
started investigation. The peo-
ple of the area have held PDD
authorities responsible for the
mishap and demanded compen-
sation for the family.

Dead body of
girl recovered
Excelsior Correspondent

KATHUA, July 1: Kathua
police has recovered a dead
body of a 21 year old girl who
was reportedly missing from
her residence for last five days
from a nearby forest area in
village Bhed Blode in a
decomposed form.

She has been identified as
Shibo, daughter of Isher Singh
of Dhed Blode near Kathua.
Though she was missing for
last five days but the missing
report was not lodged in con-
cerned Police Station by the
family. The body was in a
decomposed form. Police took
the body to District Hospital,
Kathua and after getting its
autopsy conducted she was
handed over to family mem-
bers for last rites. The police
has registered a case under
Section 174 and started inves-
tigation.

Stolen bus 
recovered
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JAMMU, July 1: Bus Stand
Police recovered a stolen bus
within 24 hours.

As per police sources, a
complaint was lodged by a per-
son namely Rajeev Sharma, son
of Balwant Raj of Bakshi Nagar
District Jammu regarding the
theft of his bus bearing registra-
tion number JK02BL-0193
from New JDA Bus Stand.

Acting over the complaint, a
case under FIR Number
28/2022 under section 379 IPC
was registered at Police Station
Bus Stand and investigation ini-
tiated.

During the course of investi-
gation, a team from Police
Station Bus Stand led by SHO
Inspector Vishal Shoor recov-
ered the stolen bus within 24
hours.

Hunt is going on to nab the
thieves. 

Congregation
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JAMMU, July 1: The con-
gregation of Jatt Gill Biradari is
going to be held at its
Kuldevasthan in village Seer-
Balah, RS Pura on July 3. 

All Biradari members have
been requested to join the con-
gregation and seek blessings of
Kuldevta.

Kidnapped girl
rescued, accused

arrested
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JAMMU, July 1: Arnia Police
rescued a kidnapped minor girl
and arrested the accused.

As per police sources, a com-
plaint was lodged by a man with
Police Station Arnia regarding
missing of his minor daughter and
accordingly a case FIR Number
46/2022 under section 363 IPC
was registered and hunt was
launched to recover the girl.

After hectic efforts, it came to
fore that the girl has been kid-
napped by a youth identified as
Krishan Lal, son of Subash
Chander of Chak Waziru Tehsil
Bishnah District Jammu.

On getting the leads, a team
from Police Station Arnia led by
SHO Inspector Devinder Singh
under the supervision of SDPO
RS Pura Surinder Singh conduct-
ed raid and rescued the kidnapped
girl vis arrested the accused.

Further investigation into the
case is going on.

Drug peddler
arrested with

heroin
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RAMBAN, July 1: Police
arrested a drug peddler and
recovered heroin from his posses-
sion.

As per police sources, a team
from Police Station Ramban led
by SHO Inspector Sandeep
Charak and assisted by PSI
Simran Pal Singh during
patrolling intercepted a pedestri-
an, who was moving under suspi-
cious circumstances.

During checking, police team
recovered 8 grams of heroin from
the possession of the pedestrian
and arrested him.

The accused was identified as
Akhter Hussain, son of Ghulam
Hussain of Dhalwas District
Ramban.

A case FIR Number 238/2022
under section 8/21/22 NDPS Act
was registered at Police Station
Ramban and investigation start-
ed.

Man found
hanging
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JAMMU, July 1: A man was
found hanging in his residence
in Shamali Mohallah area of
Old Satwari here today, police
sources said.

The deceased was identified
as Shamsher Kumar (32), son of
Jagdish Ram, a resident of
Shamali Mohallah Old Satwari
Chatha District Jammu.

After conducting autopsy,
the body of the deceased has
been handed over to legal heirs
for last rites.

Chatha Police has taken
cognizance in this regard.

JKSSB meritorious
candidates hold

protest
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JAMMU, July 1: JKSSB
meritorious candidates held
protest here today and raised
slogans in favour of their
demands.

A large number of JKSSB
meritorious candidates assem-
bled outside Press Club and
held protest.

While talking to media per-
sons, the protestors demanded
outcome of the enquiry report.

“An enquiry committee was
constituted after the aspirants of
JKP SI held protest in different
areas alleging scam in the
recruitment. The enquiry com-
mittee should submit its report
so that the aspirants will have
some sigh of relief”, a protestor
said.

We demand PET of the JKP
SI aspirants and the selection
list should be upgraded by
deleting the names of the candi-
dates, whose name surface in
the alleged scam, the protestors
said.

“Re-examination is not a
solution as this will only waste
the time of the aspirants”, they
added.

23 mobile phones
recovered
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KISHTWAR, July 1: Cyber
Cell of Kishtwar Police recovered
23 mobile phones.

As per police sources, contin-
uing its efforts to extend the serv-
ices to general public and to
redress their grievances, Cyber
Cell of Kishtwar Police recovered
23 lost mobile phones and handed
over the same to their legitimate
owners.

The mobile phones were
handed over to legitimate owners
by SSP Kishtwar Shafqat Hussain
Batt.

He appealed to the general
public to take utmost care of their
mobiles as the mobile phones
always contain personal data of an
individual and there is every pos-
sibility of its misuse.

DySP Headquarters Kishtwar
Ashish Gupta, Inspector Abid
Bukhari and Inspector Dil Raj
Singh were also present on the
occasion. Notorious bovines

smuggler detained
under PSA
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DODA, July 1: A notorious
bovines' smuggler has been
booked under stringent Public
Safety Act.

As per official sources, a
notorious bovines' smuggler
namely Mohammad Amin, son
of Mohammad Ibrahim of
Manjmi Dessa Tehsil Bhagwah
has been detained under PSA
for his involvement in number
of bovine smuggling cases.

He was involved in 7 FIRs
registered against him at Police
Station Doda for smuggling
bovines.

It is to mention here that
under 'Operation Kamdhenu',
Doda Police has launched a spe-
cial drive against the bovine
smugglers and this year 20
cases of bovine smuggling have
been registered so far in which
51 persons have been arrested,
5 vehicles involved in trans-
portation of bovine have been
seized and 315 bovine animals
were rescued.

EJAC demands restoration of
jobs to Centaur Hotel employees

Kathua police arrests 
criminal under PSA

Kathua police seizes Heroin,
arrests 2 drug peddlers 

2 drug peddlers arrested,
Heroin recovered 

COO Himayat Deepika K Sharma interacting with trainees at
a training centre at Budgam.

COO Himayat reviews functioning of
training centre at Budgam
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SRINAGAR, July 1: Chief
Operating Officer (COO) of
Himayat Deepika K Sharma vis-
ited a non residential training
centre operated by M/s Learnet
Skills Limited (PIA) under
Himayat located at Budgam,
today. 

During the visit, Sharma
interacted with training centre
staff of the PIA and trainees
undergoing skill training/induc-
tion in various courses such as
Self Employed Tailor, Retail
Trainee Associate and Customer
Relationship Voice. 

While interacting with
trainees, COO highlighted the
significance of acquiring skill
and how the training programme

under Himayat would enable
them to earn a decent living and
make them self reliant. It was
emphasized that trainings would
not only help them in channeliz-
ing their potential in right direc-
tion but also keep them abreast
with current market require-
ments. 

During interaction success
stories of women entrepreneurs
were also shared with the
trainees aiming at encouraging
the trainees boost their morale.
COO also addressed the con-
cerns of the trainees and staff as
well during her visit to the train-
ing centre and asked the trainees
to focus on main purpose of the
programme rather than focusing
on allied benefits under the pro-
gramme.

ADGP Jammu Zone Mukesh Singh during visit to Banihal.

ADGP reviews security arrangements,
monitors convoy movement

Poll boycotts disempowered people,
stalled development process: Bukhari

Dr Jitendra Udhampuri gets 
‘Life Time Achievement’ Award
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JAMMU, July 1: Eminent
poet, writer, scholar and critic
from Jammu & Kashmir, Dr
Jitendra Udhampuri
was conferred ‘Life
Time Achievement’
Award in the cate-
gory of literature by
the UT Government
today.  

The Award car-
ries a cash amount
of Rs 1 lakh and a
gold medal. The Award was
announced by the J&K
Government in the year 2019 on
Republic Day but handed over
to Dr Udhampuri today by a
representative (of rank Under
Secretary) of the Government. 

After rendering 30 years of
meritorious service in the field
of Broadcasting, he retired as
Director, All India Radio. He is
one of the highest qualified per-
sons in J&K. He is MA
(History, Urdu, Hindi), Med,
Honours in Urdu, Hindi and
Dogri, PG Diploma in
Journalism and Mass
Communication and PhD.

Dr Udhampuri has ceaseless-

ly worked over 60 years for the
enrichment of Dogri, Hindi,
Urdu and Punjabi literature. He is
the author of 40 books in Dogri,
hindi, Urdu and Punjabi lan-

guages which include the
history of Dogri Literature,
the History of Dogri
Culture, the great epic
‘Jitto’, Duggar Naama, Geet
Ganga, etc. In addition, he
has a number of research
articles and more than 250
Radio features to his credit.

His yeoman service to
the cause of Dogri literature and
culture has been recognized by
numerous honours and awards
conferred on him at the State,
National and International levels.
These include prestigious
Padamshiri Award, Sahitya
Akademi Award-1981, Robe of
Honour by Governor J&K 1987,
Gold Medal and Certificate of
Merit by J&K Government in
1993, World Medal of honour
2004 by American Biographical
Institute (USA).

He is also the recipient of
Duggar Sahitya Rattan Samman
from Sonia Gandhi in 2004 and
Dogra Rattan Samman from
Governor J&K in 2007. 

DP Sharma passes away
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JAMMU, July 1: Veteran jour-
nalist and former Bureau Head
Times of India for Jammu, DP

S h a r m a
passed away
here early
today. He
was 76.

He was
cremated at
Jogi Gate at
12 noon. He

is survived by his wife and son
Varun Sharma, who lit the pyre.

Sharma, who had also served
in Indian Express at New Delhi,
was not keeping well for past
some time.

Union Minister Dr Jitendra
Singh, NC president Dr Farooq
Abdullah, BJP leader Devender

Rana, PDP leader and former
Minister Nayeem Akhter and sen-
ior bureaucrat Rohit Kansal con-
veyed their condolences to the
family of DP Sharma.

Press Club of Jammu
Management Committee headed
by Sanjeev Pargal also extended
heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved family and prayed for
peace to the departed soul.

DP Sharma belonged to the
family of journalists. He was son
of BP Sharma, the first Director of
Radio Station in Jammu, who was
also Srinagar correspondent of
Tribune when it was published
from Lahore. DP Sharma’s broth-
er, SP Sharma was also senior
journalist of the Tribune while his
nephew Arjun Sharma is current
representatives of the Tribune in
Jammu.

HC imposes Rs 10 lakh penalty
in land acquisition case


