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Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, June 29: In a
bizarre case, a Public Information
Officer (PIO) of the Health and
Medical Education Department
has acted against the explicit
order of First Appellate Authority
and denied information regarding
selection of a company for imple-
mentation of Ayushman Bharat
Scheme in the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The denial of information by
an officer junior to the one hold-
ing the position of First Appellate
Authority, which is an independ-
ent quasi-judicial body, has raised
eye-brows in the legal circles and
put a question mark on the tall
claims of the Government about
ensuring transparency in tender-
ing and allotment of contracts.

Advocate Sheikh Shakeel
Ahmed filed an application under
Right to Information Act, 2005
with the State Health Agency,

Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana seek-
ing information vis-à-vis copy of
the agreement executed by and
between the J&K Government
(Health and Medical Education
Department) and the Insurance
Company Iffco Tokio executed
after the expiry of the contract
with Bajaj Allianz on March 15,
2022 with regard to the imple-
mentation of Ayushman Bharat
Scheme.

He further sought copy of the
criteria adopted by the depart-
ment for entering into a fresh
agreement, copy of the advertise-
ments published in the newspa-
pers or any other mode adopted
for inviting applications and certi-
fied copy of the entire file with
office notes which led to the
selection of Iffco Tokio for imple-
menting the scheme in the UT of
J&K.

Vide reply dated June 8, 2022,
the Public Information Officer

State Health Agency Santosh
Kumar furnished information
about six points and about certi-
fied copy of the entire file with
office notes he mentioned that
this information is available with
Health and Medical Education
Department. He also transferred
the application to the Public
Information Officer, Health and
Medical Education Department
for providing information about
the particular point to the appli-
cant. 

In the meanwhile, the appli-
cant filed First Appeal under RTI
Act before the First Appellate
Authority of the Health and
Medical Education Department
and on the day of the hearing, the
PIO Health and Medical
Education Department participat-
ed in the proceedings through
audio-conference from Srinagar
and PIO State Health Agency and
Advocate Sheikh Shakeel Ahmed
attended the hearing through
video-conferencing mode from
Jammu.

During the course of hearing,
the applicant informed that with
regard to Point 1 to 6 of the RTI
application, the information has
been provided by PIO State
Health Agency while as Point
No.7 pertains to the PIO, Health
and Medical Education
Department and the same has not
been received by the applicant.

After hearing the arguments,
the First Appellate Authority
(Rajeshwar Singh Charak,
Additional Secretary to the
Government, Health and Medical
Education Department) ordered
that the PIO of the Health and
Medical Education Department
shall provide the information with
regard to Point No.7 of the RTI
application directly to the appli-
cant in terms of RTI Act, 2005
within a period of 10 days from
the date of issuance of order (June
13, 2022).

Shockingly, the PIO
(Pamposh Ganju, Under
Secretary) vide letter dated June
23, 2022, while referring the
order of the First Appellate
Authority, informed the applicant
that the issue has been exam-
ined/considered and it is deemed
proper not to provide information
as the same falls under Section 8
of the RTI Act, 2005.

In this way, the PIO despite
being junior to the officer holding
the post of First Appellate
Authority has acted against the
order of an independent quasi-
judicial body and this bizarre act
has raised eye-brows in the legal
circles and put a question mark on
the tall claims of the Government
about ensuring transparency in
tendering and allotment of con-
tracts.

“If the Government has noth-
ing to hide from the public it
should have provided all the
information about the exercise
which led to the selection of new
company for implementation of
Ayushman Bharat Scheme in the
Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir”, legal experts said.

LG e-inaugurates, lays foundation
stones for new District Rural Haats
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, June 29:
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha today attended an event
of Women Entrepreneurs
organized by J&K Rural
Livelihood Mission at the

lawns of SKICC. 
On the occasion, the Lt

Governor e-inaugurated and
laid foundation stone for new
District Rural Haats across
J&K and dedicated the facility
to all the women entrepre-
neurs. 

We are proud that lakhs of
women entrepreneurs around
the UT are making valuable

contributions to uplift the rural
economy with single-minded
pursuit of excellence through
creativity and hard work, the
Lt Governor said. 

It is the women entrepre-
neurs in the far-flung rural
areas, who keep the wheels of
socio-economic progress mov-
ing, helping the government to
reduce disparities, inequalities
in the society & contributing to
faster growth with employment
and equity, the Lt Governor
added.

The Lt Governor highlight-
ed the reforms introduced by
the Government to identify
women's potential in the lead-

ership role and providing them
opportunity to scale up their
businesses.  

Government's initiatives
like Saath, Hausla, Umeed,
Tejaswini laid a strong founda-
tion for financial independence
of rural women, he added. 

Technology, market dynam-
ics and financial inclusion is
providing an opportunity to
transform the women Self Help
Groups. They are successfully
creating a niche for their prod-
ucts in a fiercely competitive
global market and helping
other women to become finan-
cially independent, the Lt
Governor said.

As many as 5 lakh women
are associated with 56,000
Self-Help Groups. This year,
assistance and support will be
provided to additional 1.5 lakh
women entrepreneurs,
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor stressed
on identifying 75 progressive
women entrepreneurs from
Rural Livelihood Mission Self
Help Groups for honouring
them on August 15 as an
acknowledgment for their con-
tribution to women empower-
ment.

He unveiled the Product
Catalogue of Self Help Groups
and JKRLM's gift hamper. To
mark the occasion, the Lt
Governor distributed Micro
ATMs and felicitated best per-

forming Sakhies. 
Dr Arun Kumar Mehta,

Chief Secretary assured that
the government will make pro-
vision for procurement of
SHGs products by government
departments.

Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission
Director, JKRLM gave a
detailed briefing on the initia-
tives taken to extend support
and assistance to SHGs and
rural women entrepreneurs. 

Rural Livelihood Mission
is setting up a district-wise
packaging unit to facilitate bet-
ter packaging and branding of
the product of Self Help
Groups. Apart from this, about
2600 individual enterprises
will also be set up under the
Start Up Village Enterprise
Program, besides Micro food

processing campaign is also
being started for women entre-
preneurs, it was informed.

Earlier, the Lt Governor
inspected the live stalls set up
by the SHG groups.  

Mandeep Kaur,
C o m m i s s i o n e r / S e c r e t a r y,
Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj department,
besides senior officials, mem-
bers of SHGs and women
entrepreneurs were present on
the occasion.

PHE daily wagers stage massive rally
for regularization, block Tawi bridge
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, June 29: Seeking
regularization and release of
pending wages, hundreds of daily
wagers of the Jal Shakti (PHE)
Department staged a massive
rally and blocked Tawi bridge
here today.

Amid scorching heat and
humid weather, the protesting
daily wagers staged a sit on the
ever busy Tawi bridge for more
than an hour and completely par-
alyzed vehicular traffic thus lead-
ing to a chaos like situation in the
area, including the flyover from
B C Road. 

Shouting slogans against the
LG administration and BJP, the
protesting daily wagers were
demanding their regularization,
release of their pending wages
and wages at par with other
Union Territory, etc.   They
threatened to further intensify
their agitation if there was no
response from the Government
over their demands.

Earlier, the protesting work-
ers, who are on a tool-down
strike for the past one week,
assembled under the banner of
Public Health Engineering (PHE)
Employees  United Front at the
main office complex of the Chief
Engineer at B C Road.

Raising slogans the BJP and
Lieutenant Governor-led admin-
istration, the protesters tried to
move towards the Civil
Secretariat but were stopped by
police personnel who were
deployed in strength to maintain
law and order.

After a brief scuffle, the pro-
testers managed to break the

police cordon and moved
towards Jewel Chowk where
they blocked the Tawi bridge,
causing a massive traffic jam in
the city.

According to Ravi Hans, one
of the leaders leading the protest,
they had initially given a call for
48-hour-long tool down strike on
June 22 but the Government paid
no heed, prompting them to
intensify the agitation in support
of their genuine demand. 

"This Government is only
buying time by giving false
assurances.  We met Lt Governor
and senior officers of his admin-
istration besides the local BJP
leadership over the past two
years and were assured that all
our genuine demands will be
addressed within a short period
of time," Hans said. He blamed
the administration for the suffer-
ing of the people due to the non-

availability of drinking water
over the past one week and reiter-
ated that the daily wagers were
not ready to be misled by false
promises and wanted the
Government to take a call on
their demands forthwith.

The protesting daily wagers
dispersed off after more than an
hour and announced to continue
their protest till the Government
concedes their long pending
demands.

Pertinent to mention that
over 60,000 daily wagers, casual
labourers and other workers are
performing their duties in vari-
ous departments over the past
two  decades and are regularly
holding protests in both Jammu
and Srinagar  in support of their
long-pending demands including
regularisation, implementation
of Minimum Wages Act and
release of their pending wages.

LG speaking during a function organised by JKRLM.

Protesting daily wagers blocking Tawi bridge on Wednesday.
-Excelsior/Rakesh

Dwivedi launches App, webpage
for tracking health care facilities

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, June 29:
Principal Secretary, Health Medical
Education Department (H&ME)
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi, today
launched the mobile application
“yatra22” and webpage
www.yatra22.com for tracking
health care facilities for pilgrims
undertaking Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra
2022 and to facilitate the identifica-
tion and tracking of health facilities
during emergencies.

The App is available on the
Google Play Store and IOS plat-
form and can also be accessed
through web browser.

Speaking during the launch of
mobile application, Dwivedi said
that for smooth facilitation of holy
devotees, 150 health facilities
have been established from
Lakhanpur to Holy Cave by
health authorities and it has all
been made available on the App
with all the coordinates and the
distance from the individual
accessing the App/portal.

He further said that the
Department of Health has also
deployed around 1500 highly
skilled health personnel for Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra 2022 duties,
while as there has been a threefold
increase in infrastructure during

this year’s Yatra. He added that
this has been made to ensure
seamless and smooth delivery of
health care to the pilgrims by the
UT administration.

The Principal Secretary also
remarked that mobile application
shall subsequently cover all the
3500 health institutions of UT of
J&K and asked the officers for
mapping entire health infrastruc-
ture of J&K through this applica-
tion so that general masses can be
benefited through this mobile app.

Dwivedi also appreciated the
department for taking this initia-
tive forward as well as for imple-
mentation and the launch of the
portal/application in short period.

Pertinently, under the newly
launched Mobile App, mobile ambu-
lances network including 102 and
108 ambulance system of more than
200 ambulances has also been
mapped through the application and
shall also be available in real time for
the pilgrims. By pressing one button
on the application, the nearest ambu-
lances driver shall get activated and
reach that spot which shall also merge
with the “Google maps” to give
directions and indicate the anticipated
time to reach that health facility. The
Do’s and Don’ts for the pilgrims have
also been incorporated into the appli-
cation for the safety of the pilgrims.

Principal Secretary H&ME launching App.

Selection of company for implementation of Ayushman Bharat Scheme

Bizarre case: PIO acts against explicit
order of First Appellate Authority

*Hesitation in furnishing information raises eye-brows

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, June 29:
Scientists have spotted fossils
of a small mammal resembling
squirrels called treeshrew
belonging to a new genus and
species from Ramnagar in
Udhampur district of J&K.

This treeshrew currently
represents the oldest record of
fossil tupaiids in the Siwaliks,
extending their time range by
2.5–4.0 million years in the
region and can help provide a
more precise age estimate for
the Ramnagar locality.

Siwalik sediments docu-
ment the evolution of many
mammalian groups from the
middle Miocene through
Pleistocene including
treeshrews, hedgehogs, and
other small mammals.
Treeshrews, in particular, are
very rare elements of the fossil
record, with only a few species
known throughout the entire
Cenozoic era.

Scientists from the Wadia

Institute of Himalayan Geology
(WIHG), an autonomous insti-
tute of Department of Science
and Technology (DST) found
fossils of the new genus and
species of treeshrew (known as
Sivatupaia ramnagarensis n.
gen. n. sp) from the middle
Miocene (extends from about
23.03 to 5.333 million years
ago) site of Ramnagar in J&K.

Dietary analyses suggest that
the new tupaiid was probably
adapted for a less mechanically
challenging or more fruit eating
diet compared to other extant
and fossil tupaiids. In addition,

new hedgehog and rodent speci-
mens have been described from
this same fossil locality. 

The murine rodents are of
particular importance, because
different species and dental fea-
tures are well-known to be time
sensitive, as has been docu-
mented throughout a continu-
ous, time-controlled Siwalik
sequence on the Potwar Plateau
of Pakistan. Therefore, the
identification of these time sen-

sitive dental features and
species in the current collection
help to provide a more precise
age estimate for this Ramnagar
locality as between 12.7-11.6
Million years.

This work was carried out
by Dr  Ramesh Kumar Sehgal
(leading author), Dr
Ningthoujam Premjit Singh
(corresponding author) and
Abhishek Pratap Singh from
Wadia Institute of Himalayan
Geology, Dehradun, India in
association with researches
from Panjab University
Chandigarh (Dr  Rajeev
Patnaik); Hunter College of the
City University of New York,
USA (Dr  Christopher C
Gilbert); University of
Southern California, Los
Angeles (Dr  Biren A Patel);
Arizona State University, USA
(Dr  Christopher J  Campisano);
American Museum of Natural
History, USA (Dr  Keegan R
Selig). It was recently pub-
lished in the Journal of
Paleontology. The newly
described specimens are housed
in the repository of Wadia
Institute. 

New genus provides age estimate for
Ramnagar between 12.7 to11.6 million yrs

Sabzi Mandi area shopkeepers protest
for modification in Redevelopment Plan

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, June 29:  Seeking
modification in the
Redevelopment Plan for Sabzi
Mandi area in Moti Bazar
Jammu, the local shopkeepers
held a strong protest demon-
stration against Jammu
Municipal Corporation.

The protesting shopkeepers
raised slogans against the JMC
authorities and appealed the Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha to per-
sonally intervene into the mat-
ter for rectification in the Sabzi
Mandi Redevelopment Plan
under Jammu Smart City. 

They also took out a march
in the area and threatened to
continue the protest thus not
allowing the concerned authori-

ties to start work, which is
scheduled to begin from tomor-
row. 

The affected shopkeepers
claimed that the faulty plan
would not serve the purpose of
Smart City Project but only act
as cosmetic exercise and
wastage of funds.  "A few shops
are being raged to build kiosks
whereas we are demanding a
review of the existing plan to
give the area smart look," they
said.

The protesting shopkeepers
alleged that they had approached
the JMC Commissioner seeking
modification in the redevelop-
ment plan but the officer refused
to address their concern. They
stressed that the redevelopment
plan under Smart City should be
aimed to beautify the area and
not to waste the funds sanc-
tioned for the same.

Sabzi Mandi area shopkeepers protesting on Wednesday.
-Excelsior/Rakesh

* Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com

* Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com

* Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com

Becomes only institute in J&K to have 4 such seats per session
GMC's Surgery Deptt gets NBE nod to
start FNB in Minimal Access Surgery

Irfan Tramboo
SRINAGAR, June 29:

Something that is going to have
long-lasting effects on the patient
care across J&K, the National
Board of Examinations (NBE) has
accredited Government Medical
College (GMC), Srinagar's
Department of Surgery for the
FNB in Minimal Access Surgery.

In this regard, the NBE has
approved 4 fellowship seats each
year for the Department of Surgery
in FNB in Minimal Access Surgery
starting from July 2022 up to the
July session of the year 2026.

After getting the accreditation,
the GMC said that it is a matter of
pride and the same would help in
upgrading the academic standard
in the Department of Surgery, par-
ticularly in the sphere of Minimal
Access Surgeries.

The accreditation agreement
document in this regard states that
the Minimal Access Surgery
department of the GMC, Srinagar
shall be provisionally accredited by
the NBEMS for the FNB Minimal
Access Surgery program for a peri-
od of up to five years i.e. five
admission sessions (July session).

"However, accreditation so
granted, shall be reviewed annual-
ly through Annual Reviews con-
ducted by NBEMS, during the
accredited period to reaffirm the
minimum standards prescribed by
the NBEMS are maintained by the
accredited hospital," the docu-
ment reads.

While talking to Excelsior, Dr.
Iqbal Saleem Professor, GMC's
Department of Surgery said that
they have been trying for it for the
last one year, and then on March
25 this year, the assessor from
NBE, Dr. Ajit Sinha, visited the
Department for the necessary
inspection before granting the
accreditation.

"He assessed the facilities and
was quite satisfied; he was quite

happy witnessing the availability
of the infrastructure and the expe-
rienced manpower at the depart-
ment," he said, adding that even
though, the Head of the
Department, Dr. Mufti Mehmood
is a Urologist, but has got a special
interest in laparoscopy.

It is to be noted here that, ide-
ally, to begin with, 2 seats are
approved in such programs, and
then after reassessment, the num-
ber of seats is increased, however,
keeping in view the availability of
the infrastructure and other
requirements, the Department of
Surgery of GMC, Srinagar has got
4 seats approved for FNB in
Minimal Access Surgery.

Notably, the approval has
come from the NBE keeping in
GMC Srinagar's vast experience
in laparoscopic surgeries where
all the advanced procedures from
hernias to cancers, from pancreat-
ic surgeries to advanced urology
procedures, are carried out.

So far, the only institution
which had such a program
approved by the NBE is SKIMS
Soura which is offering only two
seats for the FNB, however, the
entire setup at SKIMS in this
regard is scattered, making GMC,
Srinagar a better place.

Further, what is also unique to
the GMC, Srinagar is that it is the
only place in J&K where pancre-
atic surgeries are being carried out
while in cancers, its Department
of Surgery has the highest series
of management of stomach cancer
and colorectal cancer.

Interestingly, to improve the
overall patient care, the
Department of Surgery has also
started bariatric surgeries under
which they are helping the
patients with metabolic syn-
dromes apart from kick-starting
the 'Endo Training Sessions' for
the PGs to make them proficient
in handling and executing laparo-
scopic procedures with precision.

HC reserves order on 
exhumation of Magrey’s body

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, June 29: High
Court today reserved its orders on
the plea of exhumation of the body
of Amir Latief Magrey who was
killed in an encounter in
November 2021 after the Supreme
Court asked it to consider either on
Tuesday or within a week the plea
of the deceased father.

The Supreme Court had asked
the court to consider the plea of the
father of the deceased who is seek-
ing a direction to exhume the body
of his son and to permit the family
to conduct last religious rites at the
same graveyard.

The Supreme Court took note
of the submission of senior advo-
cate Anand Grover, appearing for
the father of the deceased, that he
now does want to press for the first
relief that the body be allowed to
be exhumed for performing last
religious rites at the family grave-
yard.

It is noted that the writ court
had directed for handing over the
body for last rites but the father of
the deceased is prepared to go to
the graveyard where his son is
buried and remains will be
exhumed and re-entered after per-
forming the religious rites.

The bench of Supreme court
after these submissions asked the
high court to hear and decide the
plea of Mohammad Latief Magrey
(Father of the deceased) either on
Tuesday or within a week there-
after.

It is noted that the Government
moved an appeal against the writ
court verdict and the division
bench of high court stayed the
directions of writ court after the
Advocate General submitted
before the bench that the handing

over of dead body would create
law and order position as also
would be precedence in future
also.

The writ court had clarified it
that if the body is highly putrefied
and is not in deliverable state or is
likely to pose risk to public health
and hygiene, then the petitioner
and his close relatives shall be
allowed to perform last rites as per
their tradition and religious belief
in the Wadder Payeen graveyard
itself where the deceased is buried
at present.

IndiGo to operate
addl flights to
Leh, Srinagar
NEW DELHI, June 29:
IndiGo on Wednesday said it

will operate additional flights on
Delhi-Leh, Delhi-Srinagar and
Lucknow-Pantnagar routes from
July 1 onwards due to increased
demand.

"We are pleased to strengthen
our network by adding frequen-
cies on Delhi-Leh, Delhi-
Srinagar and Lucknow-
Pantnagar routes, catering to
increased demand for travel to
Ladakh, Uttarakhand and
Kashmir," Sanjay Kumar, Chief
Strategy and Revenue Officer,
IndiGo, said in a statement.  

IndiGo has been witnessing
high demand on Delhi-Leh
route and with this new service,
we will have three daily flights
from Delhi to Leh, he noted. 

"We are getting a good
response to our Lucknow-
Pantnagar flight and with the
increase in frequency, this flight
would now operate five days a
week," he mentioned. (PTI)


