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Farmers plant rice saplings in a paddy field on the outskirts of Srinagar on Tuesday. (UNI)

Teacher from Samba 
shot dead in Kulgam 

Fayaz Bukhari

SRINAGAR, May 31: A
teacher was shot dead by mili-
tants at Gopalpora area of
Kulgam district this morning
evoking widespread condem-
nations and protests by the
employees.

Militants fired at a female
teacher from a close range out-
side the High School Gopalpora
Kulgam, leaving her severely
wounded.

She was immediately shifted
to district hospital Kulgam

where doctors declared her as
brought dead. The teacher was
shot in her head and has been
identified as 36-year-old Rajni
Bala, a teacher by profession
from Badheri area of Samba dis-
trict of Jammu region.

She was recruited under the
Schedule Caste (SC) quota five-
years ago. She along with her
husband, Raj Kumar Atri, were
posted in Gopalpora area of
Kulgam and were living in a
rented accommodation in
Chawalgaam area of the same
district.

Immediately after the attack,
security officials including
police, CRPF, and the army
rushed to the area to take stock
of the situation.

The security forces person-
nel cordoned off the area and
launched a search operation to
track down the militants respon-
sible for the attack.

This is the seventh targeted
killing in Kashmir in the
month. While three of the vic-
tims were off-duty policemen,
four were civilians who

include a Kashmiri Pandit
employee, a woman artist and
a wine shop employee.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha condemned the killing of

the teacher and said that the
assailants will be given an
"unforgettable response."

"Terrorist attack on a school
teacher Rajni Bala is the most
reprehensible act. My deepest
condolences to the bereaved
family. Terrorists and their sym-
pathisers will be given unforget-
table response for dastardly

attack," the Jammu and Kashmir
LG tweeted.

As the news about the attack
spread, there were protests at
several places across Kashmir
against the killing.

Kashmiri Pandit migrant
employees threatened mass
migration from the Valley within
24 hours if Government fails to
relocate them outside Kashmir.

Scores of Kashmiri Pandit
migrant employees came out on
National Highway outside BB
Cantt and blocked it for several
hours shortly after killing of the
teacher. 

The protestors vowed to
leave en-mass if the
Government does not relocate
them to safer places within 24
hours. "We have decided that
if the Government does not
take a definite decision in the
next 24 hours, we will migrate
en masse from the Valley
including from Transit camps
in Baramulla, Vessu and
Sheikhpora", a protesting
Kashmiri Pandit told
reporters in Srinagar.

Rajesh, a protesting employ-

Modi talks about tourism in Ladakh during interaction

Borders more secure than 2014; 
surgical, air strikes our pride: PM

*Beneficiary of Central scheme Tashi Tundup hails Govt
Sanjeev Pargal

JAMMU, May 31: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
today talked about growing
tourism in the Union Territory
of Ladakh as he interacted
with beneficiary of Prime
Minister's Awas Yojana
(PMAY) from the UT.

Modi also spoke on India's
security concerns prior to 2014
but said now the country takes
pride in surgical and air strikes,
a reference towards such strikes
conducted by the Indian Army
and Indian Air Force against
Pakistan in the aftermath of Uri
and Pulwama terror attacks.

At a rally in Shimla's Ridge
Maidan to mark the eighth
anniversary of becoming Prime
Minister, Modi also interacted
with beneficiaries of various
Central Schemes.

He said: "Now our borders
are more secure than they
were before 2014. Prior to
2014, there were always con-
cerns about country's security.
Today nation is feeling proud
of surgical and air strikes.

"Today, the Government
doesn't rule, it exists to serve the
people", he added.

Earlier in his interaction with
the beneficiary from Ladakh
Tashi Tundup, Modi talked
about arrival of tourists in the

Union Territory and his experi-
ence with the Government
schemes.

The Prime Minister praised
Tundup's services as an Army
man.

Tundup said he didn't face
any problem in availing benefits
of scheme like Prime Minister's
Awas Yojana, toilets, gas con-
nections and farming.

Modi inquired about weather
and number of tourists in
Ladakh and well being of Tashi
Tundup.

"Tourists are coming in large

numbers,'' Tundup remarked
He extended thanks to the

Prime Minister for Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM), Prime Minister's

Awas Yojana and
other Central
Schemes.

On being
enquired by the
Prime Minister
about his living,
Tundup said earli-
er he used to face
problems as he
had no house of
his own but was
now living in
pucca house
which has bath-

room and other facilities.
The house was constructed

under Prime Minister's Awas
Yojana.

Modi lauded Tundup for his
love and devotion towards Army
and asked did he face any prob-
lem in getting benefits of the
Central scheme.

"No, I didn't face any
problems. I came to know
about the Central Schemes
through Television channels
and then got the guidelines.
Administration just enquired

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, May 31:
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha today presided over the
UT-level event in connection
with Garib Kalyan Sammelan,
held here at SKICC.

The Prime Minister released
the 11th installment of financial
benefit under the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN) scheme. An
amount of around Rs 21,000
crore to more than 10 crore ben-
eficiary farmer families was dis-
bursed.

To mark the occasion at the
UT level, the Lt Governor inau-
gurated 100 Amrit Sarovar sites
and Greh Pravesh Programme
for 27,000 Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojna (Grameen) beneficiaries.

Sinha expressed gratitude

to Narendra
Modi on behalf
of the people of
J&K, for con-
necting the UT
of J&K to the
mainstream of
d e v e l o p m e n t
and ensuring
progress, social
equality and
social justice for
all.

" It is a matter of great pride
that in eight years of Modi's
good governance, the people-
centric policies have empowered
the most disadvantaged sections
of our society,” he added.

The Lt Governor termed
'Garib Kalyan Sammelan' as a
significant initiative to highlight

the stories of
positive change
in the lives of
common citi-
zens.

The last
eight years have
witnessed a
record growth,
and it was
ensured that the
fruits of growth
are equitably

distributed for social inclusion,
education, health, rural develop-
ment, agriculture and improving
rural and urban infrastructure,
he added.

"Under the guidance of the
PM, accelerated development
and transformation is taking
place across the UT of J&K.

Increased allocations for Rural
infrastructure and Rural health
have reduced the inequalities
and gap between urban and rural
areas," Sinha said.

"Jammu & Kashmir and
its people were deprived of the
development for seven
decades. Now, the
Constitutional provisions to
provide equal rights to com-
mon people are being imple-
mented on the ground," he
added.

"We have kept the aspira-
tions of people at the heart of
Government policies and
schemes, and we are committed
to ensure financial inclusion and
that the last man in the queue
receives equal opportunity.
Under PM's guidance, our aim is
to make development a powerful

Law Ministry to issue notification shortly
Sr Adv Wasim Nargal all set to be

appointed as J&K HC Judge
Neeraj Rohmetra

JAMMU, May 31: Union
Ministry of Law and Justice is
likely to issue notification
shortly for the appointment of
Senior Advocate Wasim Sadiq
Nargal as Judge of the
Common High Court of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh.

Reliable sources told
EXCELSIOR that Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) has
already approved the name of
Wasim Sadiq Nargal for
appointment as Judge of the
High Court and the formal noti-
fication will be issued by the
Union Law Ministry following
the approval of the President of
India, which is expected within

next few days.
The name of former Senior

Advocate General, Wasim
Nargal was recommended by the
J&K High Court Collegium in

the month of August 2017 and
the same was approved by the
Supreme Court Collegium in

April 2018. 
But his case was sent back

by the Union Law Ministry to
the Apex Court Collegium for
reconsideration.  However, the
Collegium reiterated its decision
of April 2018.  Finally, the name
of Wasim Sadiq Nargal has been
cleared by the PMO as well as
Law Ministry and the President
of India will shortly appoint
Nargal as Judge of the J&K and
Ladakh High Court while exer-
cising the powers conferred by
Clause (1) of Article 224 of the
Constitution of India.

Meanwhile, file of senior
most Judicial Officer Rajesh
Sekhri, whose name was rec-
ommended for elevation by
the J&K High Court
Collegium in the month of
July last year, is lying with

Union Law Ministry for final
decision. Presently, Sekhri is
Member J&K Special
Tribunal Jammu.

Wasim Sadiq Nargal is a des-
ignated Senior Advocate, who
has formally served as Senior
Additional Advocate General of
J&K Home Department.  He
hails from Katra and did his ini-
tial schooling from Dewan Badri
Nath Vidya Mandir, Jammu. 

After doing graduation from
Science College, Jammu and
Law Degree from Jammu
University, he started his active
practice in March 1991. He has
distinction of serving as
Standing Counsel for various
departments of Government of
India and J&K Govt, Public
Sector Undertakings, Banks and

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, May 31: The
Enforcement Directorate
today questioned National
Conference president and for-
mer Chief Minister, Dr Farooq
Abdullah, for over three hours
in connection with a money
laundering case linked to
alleged financial irregularities
in the Jammu and Kashmir
Cricket Association.

Dr Abdullah who is also MP
from Srinagar reached the ED
office at Rajbagh this morning. 

"I won't say much (about the
summons) … there are elections
to be held and they will trouble
us till then," he said.

On May 27, the ED had sum-
moned Dr Abdullah to its
Srinagar office in connection
with the case. 

Farooq was JKCA president
from 2001 to 2012 and the scam
being probed by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
and the ED is about alleged
financial misappropriation
between 2004 and 2009.

The ED has attached proper-
ties worth over Rs 21 crore
already including Rs 11.86 crore
immovable assets of Abdullah.

The ED probe so far has
revealed that Ahsan Mirza in
connivance with other office
bearers of the JKCA, had mis-
appropriated JKCA funds to
the tune of Rs 51.90 crore and
utilised proceeds of crime for

settling his personal and busi-
ness liabilities.

It initiated the money laun-
dering probe against the JKCA
office bearers on the basis of a
case registered at the Ram
Munshi Bagh Police Station in
Srinagar. The case was later
transferred to the CBI on the
high court's directions.

The CBI has filed a charge
sheet in the case against the for-
mer JKCA office bearers for
misappropriation of funds to the
tune of Rs 43.69 crore.

After coming out of the ED
office in the afternoon, Abdullah
pitched for the All Party meeting
to discuss ways and means to

Avtar Bhat

SAMBA, May 31  A pall of
gloom descended on Nankay
Chak village in Samba district
after hearing the news about
killing of Rajni Bala, wife of
Raj Kumar, a school teacher
in village Gopalpora in
Kulgam district of South

Kashmir by militants this
morning.

The heart rendering scenes
were witnessed in the village as
neither her inlaws nor relatives
and the villagers had ever
thought that Rajni Bala who had
gone to Kashmir to serve as a
teacher will not come alive from

there.
Soon after hearing the news,

the relatives and other villagers
rushed to Rajni Bala's residence

in Nankey Chak and tried to
console the grief stricken family
members who were sobbing and

Looking back at 8 years, Modi 
has walked the talk: Dr Jitendra 

Excelsior Correspondent

BUDGAM, May 31 :
Union Minister in PMO with
Independent charge of Science
and Technology, Dr Jitendra
Singh here today said that all

the schemes brought by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi dur-
ing last eight years of his
Government were dedicated to
cause of poor and downtrod-
den people.

The Minister while address-
ing a public gathering at an
event “Gareeb Kalyan
Sammelan”, organised at
Beheshte Zahra Park here to
mark the completion of eight

years of the Modi Government
in the service of the nation, said
today’s programme is also a part
of the same.

Dr Jitendra Singh recalled
when Narendra Modi took oath
of office in 2014, he declared
that his Government is dedicat-

ed to poor of this country but
India has developed cynicism
and at that time people hardly
believed what PM had said. The
Minister said looking back at
eight years Modi has walked the

Modi connected J&K to mainstream of 
development, ensured progress: LG

India, China to
hold talks soon

NEW DELHI, May 31:  
India and China agreed to

hold the next round of the
Senior Commanders' meeting at
an early date to achieve com-
plete disengagement from all
friction points in Eastern
Ladakh to create conditions for
the restoration of normalcy in
bilateral ties.

It was the only decision taken
at a meeting of the Working

Militancy won’t end
in a day: EAM

AHMEDABAD, May 31: 
In the wake of militants

shooting dead a woman teacher
in Jammu and
K a s h m i r ,
E x t e r n a l
A f f a i r s
Minister S
J a i s h a n k a r
today  said mil-
itancy will not

end in one day and expressed
confidence in winning the
ongoing battle against extrem-

Gehlot gets bail
in JK Bank scam

NEW DELHI, May 31:  
A court here today granted

bail to Sheela Gehlot, wife of
Ambience Mall Group promot-
er Raj Singh Gehlot, in connec-
tion with the money laundering
case pertaining to the alleged
multi-crore Jammu and
Kashmir Bank scam.

Sheela Gehlot has been
accused of routing a Rs 781
crore loan of the bank through
her escrow account to 21 com-

2 pilgrims killed, 6
injured in mishap

Excelsior Correspondent

KISHTWAR, May 31: Two
pilgrims were killed and six
received injuries when their
vehicle met with an accident

near Shanderi Nallah in Sohal
area of Padder today.

Police said the vehicle ferry-
ing eight Mindal Mata pilgrims

HC seeks progress of
work on bridges

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, May 31:
Observing that Court is unable
to appreciate the attitude of the
authorities in carrying out and
completing the projects of pub-
lic importance, the High Court
today sought progress of 10
year old work on two bridges in
far flung areas of Ganderbal
and Bandipora districts.

SIA nabs former
HM militant

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 31: The
Special Investigation Agency
(SIA) Jammu today arrested a
former Hizbul Mujahideen mil-
itant for his involvement in a
First Information Report (FIR)
registered at Joint Interrogation
Centre (JIC) here about 12
years back.

He has been identified as

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing
‘Garib Kalyan Sammelan’ in Shimla on
Tuesday. (UNI)

‘Urban, rural areas’ gap reduced’

� Hundreds of mourners turn up to receive Rajni’s body

People protesting against Rajni Bala’s killing in Samba on
Tuesday. -Excelsior/Nischant

(Contd on page 6 Col 5) (Contd on page 6 Col 5)

(Contd on page 6 Col 7)

Pall of gloom descends on 
Nankay Chak village 

(Contd on page 6 Col 1)

(Contd on page 6 Col 1)

(Contd on page 6 Col 3)

(Contd on page 6 Col 3)

(Contd on page 6 Col 3)

(Contd on page 6 Col 1)

(Contd on page 6 Col 7)

(Contd on page 6 Col 5)(Contd on page 6 Col 3)

(Contd on page 6 Col 3)

ED questions Farooq in JKCA
money laundering case

*Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com

*Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com

*Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com

* Two militants killed in Awantipora

Security personnel at the school where militants shot dead a
teacher at Gopalpora in Kulgam on Tuesday. (UNI)

‘Issues can’t be dealt with force’

‘Kashmir essential part of PM’s New India journey’

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh addressing a meeting at
Budgam on Tuesday. -Excelsior / Shakeel

*Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com*Watch video on 
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Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination (WMCC) on the
India-China Border Affairs as
there was no concrete forward
movement in resolving the linger-
ing border standoff in Eastern
Ladakh which is in its third year.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said the two sides
reviewed the situation along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
the Western Sector of India-China
border areas and agreed to hold the
next round of the Senior
Commanders' meeting "at an early
date".

The Eastern Ladakh region is
officially referred to as the
Western Sector.

The previous meeting under
the framework of the WMCC had
taken place in November while the
15th round of military dialogue
was held on March 11 this year. 

"The two sides exchanged
views on the current situation
along the LAC in the Western
Sector in Eastern Ladakh," the
MEA said. 

"They agreed that as instructed
by the two foreign ministers, both
sides should continue the discus-
sions through diplomatic and mili-
tary channels to resolve the
remaining issues along the LAC at
the earliest so as to create condi-
tions for the restoration of normal-
cy in bilateral relations," it said. 

"In this context, they agreed to
hold the next (16th) round of the
Senior Commanders meeting at an
early date to achieve the objective
of complete disengagement from
all friction points along the LAC in
the Western Sector in accordance
with the existing bilateral agree-
ments and protocols," the MEA
added.

It said it was recalled in the
talks that since the last meeting of
WMCC in November both sides
held the 14th and 15th rounds of
the Senior Commanders' meeting
in January and March respectively. 

The statement by the MEA
also referred to Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi's visit to India in
March during which he held dis-
cussions with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval.

The Indian delegation at the
talks was led by the Additional
Secretary (East Asia) in the MEA
while the Chinese team side was
headed by the Director-General of
the Boundary and Oceanic
Department of the Chinese
Foreign Ministry.

On May 9, Army Chief Gen
Manoj Pande said China's inten-
tion has been to keep "alive" the
overall boundary question with
India though it remains the "basic"
issue between the two countries.

He said that the Indian Army's
aim was to restore the status quo
ante prior to April 2020 in eastern
Ladakh.

As a result of the military talks,
the two sides completed the disen-
gagement process last year on the
north and south banks of the
Pangong lake and in the Gogra
area.

India has been consistently
maintaining that peace and tran-
quillity along the LAC were key
for the overall development of the
bilateral ties.

Each side currently has around
50,000 to 60,000 troops along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
the sensitive sector.  (PTI)

India, China to hold talks soon

ism.
Responding to a question of

reporters in Gujarat's Vadodara
city about the targetted killing of
the teacher by militants in
Kashmir's Kulgam district,
Jaishankar said the Centre is
confident of winning the battle
against terrorism which has been
going on for many years.

"Our fight against terrorism,
which has been going on for
several years, will continue. See,
militancy will not end in one
day. But, even terrorists know
that the present regime is not
like the previous Government,"
Jaishankar told reporters after
attending Garib Kalyan
Sammelan in Vadodara.

"We will definitely take nec-

essary steps against militancy.
Our battle against militancy will
continue and we are confident
that we will be successful," said
the External Affairs Minister.

Before attending the event,
Jaishankar, who was on a two-
day visit to Vadodara city begin-
ning Monday, visited Police
Bhavan and interacted with
women police personnel of "She
Team"- a special cell to address
complaints and distress calls by
women.

"Visited Vadodara city
Police Bhavan and met the high-
ly motivated She Team. A great
example of gender sensitive and
socially caring policing"
Jaishankar tweeted.  (PTI)

Militancy won’t end in a day: EAM

panies and 4 individuals and
using it to settle loans of
Ambience Group companies and
meet other expenses.

After the submissions of the
petitioner's counsel, the court
noted that she is not a 'flight
risk'. In her plea, Sheela Gehlot
referred to the twin conditions of
Section 45 of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002, in which there is
a provision that a person who is
under the age of 16 years or is a
woman or is sick or infirm, may
be released on bail.

Accordingly, the Special
Judge of Patiala House Court
granted her bail on certain con-
ditions and a personal bond of
Rs 2 lakh.

Conditions include not to
indulge in any kind of activities
that are alleged against her in the
present case, not threatening the
witness or tampering with evi-
dence, and appearing before the
probe agency or court when she
is called as per law.

In the plea, the petitioner
claimed that due to the COVID-

induced lockdown, the business
of the hotel greatly suffered, due
to which 51 per cent of the equi-
ty of the hotel was given to
banks.

The petitioner also said that
the funds borrowed from the
J&K Bank were being used to
repay the companies whose
money was used for raising con-
struction and completion of the
projects.

Raj Singh Gehlot, Chairman
of the Ambience Group of
Companies, who was arrested
by the Enforcement Directorate
on charges of the money laun-
dering case in July 2021 is cur-
rently in jail.

It is worthwhile to mention
here that the accused persons
had a Rs 1,272 crore luxury
hotel project at Shahdara in the
national capital.

In due course of the con-
struction, a loan of Rs 810 crore
was sanctioned and disbursed in
favour of the group by a consor-
tium of banks, led by J&K Bank
which was purportedly used for
other purposes. (Agencies)

Gehlot gets bail in JK Bank scam

was on its way from Jammu
when the accident took place
near Shanderi Nallah in Sohal
area of Padder here.

After getting information,
police team rushed to the spot
and started rescue operation
with the help of locals.

All the eight pilgrims were
rushed to a hospital in Atholi,
where doctors declared two of
them as brought dead.

After first aid, the six
injured persons were shifted to
District Hospital Kishtwar from
where four were later referred to
Government Medical College
and Hospital (GMCH) Jammu
for specialised treatment.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Mangat Ram (55), son of
Anant Ram, a resident of Lower

Muthi District Jammu and
Vikram Singh alias Baba of
Rehari District Jammu. The
injured were identified as
Rakesh Kumar, son of Girdhari
Lal of Rajpura District Jammu,
Vipul Khajuria, son of Shashi
Bhushan of Subash Nagar,
District Jammu, Suraj Parkash,
son of Kola Ram of Dhab
Sudan, District Jammu, Krishan
Lal, son of Girdhari Lal of Peer
Mitha, District Jammu, Mewa
Ram, son of Jagu Ram of
Mishriwala, District Jammu and
Vijay Sharma, son of Suraj
Parkash of Dhab Sudan,
Kanachack District Jammu.

A case under relevant
Sections has been registered at
Police Station Atholi and inves-
tigation started.

2 pilgrims killed, 6 injured in mishap

Two bridges, one Tengchatri
bridge and the other Akhal bridge
situated in Kangan area of district
Ganderbal and Bandipora were to
be constructed by the JKPCC and
the work had started on these proj-
ects way back in 2012 but the exe-
cuting agency is unable to com-
plete the construction work and
made the bridges functional even
after 12 years. 

"This clearly shows the pace
at which the JKPCC works. The
way it is working gives an impres-
sion that it is not interested in pro-
viding the said facility of the
bridges to the residents," Division
Bench of Chief Justice Pankaj
Mithal and Justice Moksha Kazmi
said.

"Be as it may be, M A
Chashoo, AAG, prays for and is
allowed a month's time to file the
affidavit of the Managing
Director, JKPCC Limited, to

report about the progress of the
work of the two bridges which
may clearly indicate, whether the
Government is actually interested
in constructing the said bridges or
is just delaying the matter and is
playing with the public," the DB
directed.

The court after perusal of the
status report said, the Deputy
General Manager JKPCC, unit
Ganderbal and Bandipora, has
filed a status report which simply
narrates the story shifting burden
from one authority to another
without any sense of responsibili-
ty that it has to complete the con-
struction within a time bound
period.

"The Court has not even
required any status report rather
an affidavit indicating, whether
the bridges have been completed
and made functional. The simple
language used in this order of the
Court has not been comprehended
by the authority and it has come
forward with the status report and
not with any affidavit whatsoev-
er," the DB said.

HC seeks progress of work on bridges

Abdul Rashid code name Arsalan
son of Abdul Gani Sheikh, a res-
ident of village Tantna in Ghat
area of Doda district.

An SIA team was deputed to
Doda which made the arrest.

Rashid, as per an SIA hand-
out, was in constant touch with
Kashmir based Hizbul
Mujahideen militant and was
involved in terror activities in
Doda.

SIA nabs former HM militant

Universities in addition to his
own private practice in an illus-
trious career of 31 years of law
practice. 

He has served as Standing
Counsel for University of
Jammu, SKUAST-J, Baba
Ghulam Shah  Badshah
University Rajouri and
Cluster University Jammu.
Besides that, he has also
remained Senior Counsel for
Union Public Service
Commission, Ministry of
Home Affairs, Govt of India,
Food Corporation of India,
J&K Public Service
Commission, Service Selection
Board, Sales Tax and Excise
Department, JKIMPA,
General Administration
Department and State
Pollution Control Board.

Nargal has also served as
Central Government Counsel,
Counsel for J&K Education
Department on the terms and
conditions as Additional
Advocate General. 

It is pertinent to mention
here that sanctioned strength of
J&K High Court is 17 of which
13 are Permanent Judges and 4
are Additional Judges. At pres-
ent, there are 14 Judges includ-
ing Chief Justice Pankaj Mithal
as recently Justice Dhiraj Singh
Thakur was shifted to Bombay
High Court. 

The other Judges are
Justice Ali Mohammad Magrey,
Justice Tashi Rabstan, Justice
Sanjeev Kumar Shukla, Justice
Sindhu Sharma, Justice Rajnesh
Oswal, Justice Vinod Chatterji
Koul, Justice Sanjay Dhar,
Justice Puneet Gupta, Justice
Javed Iqbal Wani, Justice
Mohan Lal, Justice Mohd
Akram Chowdhary, Justice
Rahul Bharti and Justice
Moksha Khajuria Kazmi.

With the appointment of
Wasim Sadiq Nargal, the
strength of Judges in Common
High Court of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh will
increase to 15.

Sr Adv Wasim Nargal all set to

be appointed as J&K HC Judge

about my land and gave me
funds for construction work,''
Tundup said in his interaction
with the Prime Minister.

He expressed his gratitude to
the Modi.

Soon after the Prime
Minister's interaction,
Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh
RK Mathur tweeted: "PM
Narendra Modi interacted with
the beneficiaries across the
nation under various schemes
during the
# G a r i b K a l y a n S a m m e l a n .
Beneficiaries from Ladakh
joined the session from SSK Leh
and Auditorium Hall Kargil''.

Lt. Governor RK Mathur
along with CEC Leh & MP
Ladakh attended the session
with the beneficiaries from
Ladakh who shared their stories
on how these flagship schemes
have helped them and expressed
gratitude to the Prime Minister.

The tweet said LG Ladakh
also interacted with the local
beneficiaries and stated that the
Government of India schemes
are focused at uplifting the poor-
est sections of the society and
the Ladakh Administration is
working to achieve 100 per cent
saturation for all eligible benefi-
ciaries in the current financial
year.

PTI adds: The Prime
Minister said after coming to
power, his Government pruned
nine crore fake names from the
list of beneficiaries of various
schemes.

"Be it Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana or scholarship or any
other scheme, we have eradicat-
ed the scope of corruption
through direct transfer of bene-
fits.

"We have transferred over Rs
22 lakh crore to the bank
accounts of beneficiaries of var-
ious schemes through Direct
Benefit Transfer," the Prime
Minister said.

He claimed that poverty was
on the decline in the country and
even the international agencies
were admitting it.

Modi said that before 2014,
there was news about various
scams but now his
Government's development
schemes and zero-tolerance
against corruption are discussed.

Before 2014, corruption was
viewed as an essential part of
Government, he alleged.

About his Government's
measures to combat the COVID
pandemic, the Prime Minister
said nearly 200 crore vaccine
doses have been administered in
India so far.

India exported COVID vac-
cines to various countries and
Himachal Pradesh's Baddi
industrial unit played a vital role
in manufacturing those jabs, he
told the rally.

"Now India extends a hand
of friendship not under compul-
sion but to help others as was
done by providing COVID vac-
cines to several countries," the
Prime Minister added.

Borders more secure than 2014; 

surgical, air strikes our pride: PM

people's movement in J&K," the
Lt Governor said.

Highlighting the progress
achieved in various welfare
schemes, Sinha said that the
Government machinery at all
levels is working with greater
dedication and commitment.
The speed of execution of proj-
ects and saturation of schemes
has increased five times as com-
pared to what the government
used to achieve earlier, he
added.

"J&K has performed better
in Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
- Rural and Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana - Urban.  Farmer-
centric reforms introduced by
the Government in the last three
years have increased the income
of the farmers of J&K manifold.
The UT of J&K is now among
the top five States/UTs in terms
of farmers' income with a
monthly income of Rs 18,918

per farmer. We have also
achieved notable success in our
endeavour to end malnutrition in
Jammu and Kashmir," Sinha
said. 

In the current financial year
till April 2022, 5458 beneficiar-
ies were linked to the Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
and an amount of Rs 2 crore 76
lakh has been directly trans-
ferred to their account, said the
Lt Governor.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar,
Advisor to the Lt Governor; Dr
Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief
Secretary; Atal Dulloo,
Financial Commissioner
(Additional Chief Secretary),
Agriculture Production
Department, besides
Administration Secretaries, sen-
ior officers of UT administration
and hundreds of beneficiaries
were present on the occasion.

Modi connected J&K to mainstream of 

development, ensured progress: LG

wailing and could not under-
stand what has happened to their
daughter-in-law.

Rajni Bala, 36, sustained
injuries when terrorists fired at
her in Gopalpora area of
Kulgam where she was posted
as a teacher.

She was critically injured
and rushed to a hospital where
doctors declared her dead on
arrival.

The residents of village
Nankey Chak began gathering at
the residence of Rajni Bala to
mourn her demise as news about
her killing spread like a wildfire.

The heart rendering scenes
were also witnessed in the vil-
lage in the evening after the
dead body of martyr Rajni Bala
was brought from Kulgam in an
ambulance. The sobbing rela-
tives of the martyr were totally
shocked after seeing the wailing
daughter of the couple, Sana
Attri, an eighth class student
along with her father Raj Kumar
accompanied the martyr's body.

Hundreds of mourners
assembled in the village to
shoulder the dead body after it
was brought down from the
ambulance. 

Her brother-in-law Ramesh
Kumar said that the couple was
serving in Kashmir valley  for
over a decade and they had
requested the CEO Kulgam a
number of times about their
adjustment in the same school in
view of the security scenario
prevailing in the Valley but he
turned down the request every
time.

Later, they took up the mat-
ter with DC Kulgam who
approached the Director School
Education, Kashmir and he
issued their adjustment orders in
the same school. The couple had
received the order yesterday
through WhatsApp and when
Raj Kumar dropped Rajni Bala
in Gopalpora High School this
morning to get reliving letter
within half an hour he received a
call from school that his wife
has been fired upon and she has
been hospitalised.  

Raj Kumar rushed to the
Hospital and he was shocked to
see his wife lying in a pool of
blood.

The villagers have taken
serious exception to the callous-
ness of the authorities in the
Valley and demanded a thor-
ough probe into the killing of

Rajni Bala and action against
the officer who turned down the
adjustment of the couple in the
same school or in the Municipal
area to ensure their security.

Vijay Kumar said the family
was requesting Rajni and her
husband to move to Jammu but
they were not agreeing to it
unless shifted by the
Government.

Notably, both Rajni Bala
and her husband Raj Kumar
were engaged as teachers
around 13 years ago under a
reservation package by the then
Government.

"We were telling them that
the situation in the Valley is not
good but they expressed help-
lessness and insisted on contin-
uing at the place of posting," he
stated.

Rajni's father-in-law Ram
Lal said: "We kept requesting
them to take up the matter at the
right quarters and get posted
somewhere in Jammu region.
Security arrangements are the
prerogatives of the Government
and it is up to them to assess the
vulnerability of the situation''.

The slain teacher is sur-
vived by her husband, daughter
and in-laws family in Samba
district.

DC Samba Anuradha Gupta,
DIG Jammu-Samba, Kathua
Range, Vivek Gupta, SSP
Samba, Dr Abhisheik Mahajan,
DDC chairperson, Samba
Keshwa Dutt Sharma, DDC
member,  Ramesh Kumar and
senior political leaders of BJP
rushed to the village to receive
the dead body. 

The cremation of the martyr
will be performed in the Nankey
Chak cremation ground tomor-
row morning, family said.

Meanwhile, the irate
activists of various social and
political organisations and trade
bodies held a massive protest at
Samba this evening and blocked
the National Highway for some
time to show their resentment
against the selective killing by
militants in Kashmir and termed
it a barbaric act. The protestors
demanded that those responsi-
ble for killing of Rajni Bala
should not be spared and be
given a capital punishment .

The Beopar Mandal Samba
has given a call for tomorrow's
bandh in protest against killing. 

Pall of gloom descends on 

Nankay Chak village 
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ee said that Government failed
to take care of their people and
threatened mass migration.

"The protest started with the
killing of Rahul Bhat and while it
was on, another woman has been
killed. The administration has
been saying that the security will
be taken care of, but they seem to
be clueless. It is not only Kashmiri
Pandits, but the Kashmiri Muslims
are also being killed. Why isn't the
Government able to take care of
their people? We will do the mass
migration. The Government better
be happy with the tourism", he
said.

"In our memorandam, we
sought the same thing: that we be
temporarily relocated to safer loca-
tions until the situation returns to
normal," said another employee.

While referring to the state-
ment of Inspector General of
Police Vijay Kumar that the Valley
will be militancy free in the next
two to three years, he said: "We
demand that we be relocated until
the situation becomes normal or
conducive to our survival."

He also revealed that just
1,250 Kashmiri Pandits have been
housed in transit camps, while the
remaining 4,000 live in rented
accommodations, making it nearly
impossible to provide safety and
security to all of them.

The protests were also held at
Vessu Qazigund in Anantnag dis-
trict, Budgam and Ganderbal dis-
tricts.

Meanwhile, a group of ST and
SC employees from Jammu work-
ing in Government offices across
the Valley protested at Polo View
against the killing of their col-
league. They demanded protection
or relocated to Jammu.

"We have come to express our
sympathies to the slain teacher.
We also want the Government to
shift us to Jammu since the situa-
tion here makes it impossible for
us to stay," a protestor said.

A candle light protest was also
held in Kulgam district this
evening. The employees from var-
ious public offices in Kulgam
including traders association and
civil society members staged a
candle light march against the
killing. The protest march was
held from main market Kulgam to
Ghanta Ghar Kulgam.

Meanwhile, two militants of
Jaish-e-Muhammad (JeM) and
Lashkar-e-Toiba were killed in a
gun battle in Rajpora village of
Awantipora area in Pulwama
district today.

Acting on a specific input
about the presence of militants in
the village, security forces
launched a search operation in the
area.

As the security forces intensi-
fied searches, the hiding militants
fired upon the search party, which
was retaliated, triggering an
encounter. During exchange of
fire, two local militants affiliated
with JeM and LeT were killed.

A police spokesman identified
the militants as Shahid Ahmad
Rather son of Ghulam Ahmad
Rather, resident of Larow Jageer,
Tral and Umar Yousuf son of
Mohammad Yousef, resident of
Tukro Keegam Shopian of LeT.

As per police records, both the
militants were part of groups
involved in several cases of mili-
tancy including attacks on police,
security forces and civilians.
Shahid, as per records, was
involved in killing of a lady
Shakeela of Aripal and a govern-
ment employee Javaid Ahmad of
Lurgam Tral. "He was also
involved in motivating, recruiting
local youth to join militant ranks
and on his motivation Muhammad
Shafi Dar of Wagad Tral had
joined militant ranks who was
later neutralized in an anti-militan-
cy operation in Kulgam on
29/12/21," the police records
revealed.

Teacher from Samba 

shot dead in Kulgam 

put an end to the civilian killings
in Kashmir and said that such
issues cannot be dealt by secu-
rity forces and police.

Speaking to reporters, he
said that the killing of a teacher
in Kulgam district today has
put a question mark over the
claims of peace and safety of
people by the Government.
"Making statements with
regard to peace in Kashmir
won't change the reality. The
policemen, Kashmiri Pandits
and Muslims are being killed,
but the Government is still
reluctant to accept the fact and
are claiming high and tall that
the peace has been achieved,"
he said.

"Everyone wants safety and
security. There is a need to find

means and ways to curb the
killings in Kashmir. The
Government should call an All
Party Meeting, talk to the lead-
ers to bring a solution to the
prevailing situation. The situa-
tion can't be dealt with by secu-
rity forces and police," he said,
adding that there is a need to
win the hearts so that the peo-
ple will come out from the
present nuisance.

"If tomorrow the political
leaders are killed, where is
security for them?", he asked.

Abdullah said that if any
untoward incident takes place
with  the Amarnath pilgrims,
the whole country will have to
bear the consequences, thus,
the Government needs to stay
very alert in this regard.

ED questions Farooq in JKCA

money laundering case

talk.
Dr Jitendra Singh said during

his eight years stint in the office,
the PM introduced various devel-
opmental schemes for farmers,
women and poor which included
Kissan Samman Nidhi , PM Awas
Yojna, Gareeb Kalyan Yojna and
Ujwala.  Modi also set a new polit-
ical culture in the country where
the benefits of all these schemes
were given to those people who
remained  deprived for decades
together, he added. 

The Union Minister said the
benefits of these schemes were
given to people irrespective of
caste creed, colour, region or reli-
gion and depositing Rs 21000
crore for farmers by PM today is
the part of the same policy.

Dr Jitendra Singh said that
Narendra Modi’s policies and
schemes are directed to draw a new
map of India in coming 25 years
and give new shape to the country
on the occasion of 100 years of
India’s Independence.

He said it is for the media fra-
ternity and researchers to compare
the development made by the
country during last  eight years of
Modi rule and comparing it to cor-
responding eight years of previous
Government so that they will
themselves come to know about
the difference.  

Dr Jitendra Singh said the PM
is working with same zest and
vision with which he started after
assuming office on first day and he
gave practical shape to his all poli-
cies and programmes meant for
poor , neglected and deprived
classes of people during last eight
years.

He said PM from the first day
of assuming office talked about
StartUps and whose number was
very less in the country in 2014 and
presently there are 70,000 StartUps
in India and the country has third
position in them all over the world. 

Dr Jitendra Singh said
Kashmir is also an essential part of
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi’s
New India journey. It is time to
avail of the enormous new open-
ings initiated over the last eight
years, which are shaping the des-
tiny of 135 crore Indians, under the
able guidance of Modi, he added. 

Dr Jitendra Singh said that a
three-tier system of Government
has been introduced for the first
time in Jammu and Kashmir in 70
years and it will not be long before
people get to see and feel the bene-
fits of such a system.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Minister deliberated on different
Centrally Sponsored Schemes and
different initiatives launched by the
Modi Government to ensure equi-
table development of people of
Jammu and Kashmir, something
which they had been deprived of
for long for no fault of theirs.

The Minister also distributed
benefits under Mudra, PM
Svanidhi, Ayushman Bharat,
PMAY-G and various agriculture
and horticulture related schemes
and distributed various logistics
among them.

The Minister later also interact-
ed with the district and sectoral
officers in a meeting convened in

New Conference Hall Budgam.
During the meeting, Deputy
Commissioner, Budgam Shahbaz
Ahmed Mirza through PowerPoint
presentation highlighted the over-
all district profile, major achieve-
ment of various departments in
sectors including power, water
supply, roads, social welfare,
Agriculture, Horticulture and allied
activities. The Minister took stock
of the status of various sectors
including health, education, water
supply and construction of roads
among others.

On the occasion, Dr Jitendra
Singh laid e-foundation of different
development projects including
Watalpora-Wahabpora road,
upgradation of Gariend-Wadwan
road, and upgradation of Dajimalik
Gund, Punch Gund, Nijloo
Wahpora including Mamgund
Road. E-foundation was also laid
for one receiving station at
Ompora Budgam.

The Minister also e-inaugu-
rated OPD block, Operation
Theatre and Wards at SDH
Nagam, additional accommoda-
tion for Model Higher Secondary
School Chadoora, Middle
Anganwadi Training Centre at
Karipora, Budgam and
Government High School
Wagoora B.K Pora, Budgam.

The Minister also e-inaugu-
rated District Bilingual Website
designed and developed by NIC
Team Budgam. It is pertinent to
mention here that the website will
act as a vital link between the dis-
trict administration and citizens so
far as dissemination of information
is concerned.

An awareness cum training
programme on eco-friendly and
sustainable farming methods and
demo and distribution of solar
pumps by Science and Technology
Department was also held at
Sheikh-ul-Alam Hall on the occa-
sion.

Commenting upon the poten-
tial of Budgam, the Minister said
that the district has the biggest
assets in the form of agriculture,
horticulture and other allied activi-
ties. He said that in this direction,
more areas need to be explored so
that maximum resources are
tapped for socio-economic devel-
opment of the public.

The Minister emphasised
upon holding of massive aware-
ness campaign and instructed
KVK Budgam, Indian Institute of
Integrative Medicines and
SKUAST to hold joint seminar
cum awareness programmes in the
near future to give further boost to
agricultural activities across district
Budgam. Some villages in
Budgam shall be identified and
developed as solar villages, the
Minister announced.

The Minister applauded
efforts of district administration,
Budgam for the steps and initia-
tives taken for overall development
of the district. The Minister also
hailed the sincere coordination and
joint synergy between district
administration and elected repre-
sentatives including DDCs, BDCs
and PRI workers of the district.

Looking back at 8 years, Modi 

has walked the talk: Dr Jitendra 


