
Fayaz Bukhari
SRINAGAR, May 7: The

State Investigation Agency
(SIA) today carried out raids
at 19 locations in Kashmir in
connection with "increasing
misuse of SIM cards" by mili-
tants, their Over Ground
Workers (OGWs) associates,
narcotics smugglers and other
criminals.

"A majority of the premises
belonged to Point of Sale (PoS)
vendors who sold these cards in
violation of Department of
Telecom regulations and in a
manner that amounts to forgery
and cheating," SIA said in a
statement.

In three cases, it said, prelim-
inary evidence strongly indicat-
ed that the SIMs were procured
to help the militants in maintain-
ing their communication with

their handlers across the border
and other modules inside J&K.

"For example, one PoS ven-
dor in Chawalgam in Kulgam
under the name M/s Airtel Micro

World created a SIM card
against a non-existent fictious
person Gowhar Ahmad Hajam
and gave the SIM card to a per-
son in Qoimoh in Kulgam who
turned out to be an OGW of
(militant) outfit Ansar-u-
Gazwatul Hind."

In yet another case, it said,
a PoS vendor of Mir Mohalla
Monghall of Anantnag created
a SIM card for a subscriber
who handed it over to an
OGW of HM outfit. “The
houses of all the three - the
vendor, the subscriber and the
OGW - were searched to look

for additional evidence.
In a third instance, it said,

four PoS vendors one belonging
to Konibal in Pampore, another
to Walina, Ichgam in Budgam,
the third one to Barzulla in
Srinagar and fourth one to
Lasjan created SIMs in the name
of real persons by stealing their
identity and misusing their iden-
tity documents. 

"Subsequently these PoS
vendors fraudulently gave the
SIM cards to unauthorized per-
sons without the knowledge of
the original persons."

During searches, it said,
incriminating material and elec-
tronic gadgets which include 20
mobile phones, 37 SIM cards, 5
laptops, 3 hard drives, 1 pen
drive, 1 external hard disc, 1 Jio
Wifi router, 6 stamps, 48 docu-
ments, 6 registers, 15 photo-

Cop martyred in
Srinagar attack
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 7: A police-
man who was injured in a mili-
tant attack succumbed to
injuries at SKIMS hospital here
this evening.   

The policeman in civvies
was critically injured this morn-
ing after militants fired upon
him near Aiwa Bridge in
Zonimar area on Dr Ali Jan road
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19 locations raided in Valley, gadgets seized

Major crackdown by SIA against
misuse of SIM cards in Kashmir

Explanation sought from Health Officer, Asstt Secy, CAO, EO

CIC reprimands JMC for callous 
attitude in dealing with RTI matters

Mohinder Verma
JAMMU, May 7: The

Central Information
Commission (CIC) has repri-
manded the Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) for callous
attitude in dealing with the
matters under Right to
Information Act and sought
explanation from the Health
Officer, Assistant Secretary,
Chief Accounts Officer (CAO)
and Enforcement Officer (EO)
before initiating penal action as
per the provisions of the trans-
parency law.

As per the case before the
Central Information
Commission, an applicant filed
application under RTI Act on
June 15, 2020 seeking informa-
tion vis-à-vis what was the basic
procedure to purchase the sodi-
um hypo chlorite to sanitize and

disinfect the localities from the
market during the lockdown peri-
od---March 20 to May 20, 2020
and which authority or purchase
committee had recommended to
execute the purchase from the
specific suppliers at excessive
rates.

However, the applicant was
not given the information by the
CPIO as a result of which he filed
First Appeal on August 18, 2020
and the First Appellate Authority/
Joint Commissioner, Jammu
Municipal Corporation vide
order dated September 9, 2020
directed the CPIO, Health
Officer, Deputy Director
Planning and Chief Accounts
Officer JMC to provide the infor-
mation to the appellant within 15

days. 
It was mentioned in the

order by the First Appellate
Authority (FAA) that in case
the CPIO fails to provide the
information as sought by the
information seeker, the CPIO
shall be personally responsible
for the consequences and pro-
ceedings thereafter. However,
feeling aggrieved and dissatis-
fied, the appellant approached
the Central Information
Commission with Second
Appeal.

Keeping in view the facts of
the case and the submissions
made by both the parties, the
Chief Information Commissioner
Y K Sinha observed, "the way the

No invite from MHA for last several months

Hot summer awaits Ladakh as LAB,
KDA plan major agitation from June

Sanjeev Pargal
JAMMU, May 7: The

Union Territory of Ladakh is
likely to witness hot summer
this season with Leh Apex
Body (LAB) and Kargil
Democratic Alliance (KDA)
gearing up for agitation in
support of their demands for
Statehood and Constitutional
safeguards among others from
June 1 if their issues are not
addressed by the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs till
then.

The ultimatum has been
served by the LAB which is also
in touch with the KDA and both
the bodies of Leh and Kargil dis-
tricts are expected to meet
together next week to draw final
course of agitation for their
demands.

In addition to their existing
demands, the LAB has also
charged the Government with
withdrawing powers and rights
of twin Hill Councils of Leh and
Kargil districts.

Official sources told the
Excelsior that the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs hasn't
extended any invite to the LAB

or KDA for talks on the
demands raised by them in
August last year before visiting
Union Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai though the
latter's promise that they would
be formally called for dialogue
in New Delhi together.

The LAB leaders were
reported to have spoken to the
KDA leadership and the two
organizations have agreed to
meet next week to work out
schedule of agitation.

“The agitation calendar
will be joint and unanimous,''
they said, adding they pro-
posed to start agitational pro-
gramme with massive protests
followed by bandh and some
other forms of protest which
will be discussed at the next
week's meeting.

Sources said both the organi-
zations were of the view that the
Central Government is not going
to address their issues without
agitation which is evident from
the fact that they have not been

even called for talks despite
promise made by the Union
MoS Home.

Presently, both the organiza-
tions are engaged in mobilizing
people at block level for the pro-
posed agitation. They have been
regularly holding programmes
at blocks in support of their
issues.

Reliable sources said the
MHA which had earlier held
talks with two bodies, appears to
be in no mood to discuss
demand for the Statehood to
Ladakh but is ready for talks
after they dilute the demand.

The Central Government has
clearly indicated that it was
averse to demand of the
Statehood to Ladakh as it ful-
filled decades old demand,
which mainly originated in Leh
district, for Union Territory sta-
tus to Himalayan region on
August 5, 2019, the day erst-
while State of Jammu and
Kashmir was stripped off special sta-

Politicians including BJP, Apni Party
workers were on hit-list of militants
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 7: The
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) has reportedly came
across a major network  of
Over Ground Workers
(OGWs) and hybrid militants
who had been tasked by
Pakistan to target politicians
especially the BJP and Apni
Party activists in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The NIA has audio records
and interrogation reports of the
OGWs and hybrid militants
which revealed that they had
been asked to target the political
activists in Jammu and Kashmir
especially the BJP and Apni
Party, which was a little bit soft
on the Centre.

"On the directions of
Pakistan-based militant com-
manders in association with the
active cadres of militant outfits,

one Ishfaq Amin Wani carried
out the recce of Altaf Bukhari of
JK Apni Party, Hina Bhat of
BJP, other BJP workers, court
complex, Batamaloo, and
Shalteng Camp of CRPF,"
sources quoting investigations
conducted by the NIA revealed.

The militant commanders of
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT), Hizbul
Mujahideen and Al Badr were
part of the conspiracy and were
in regular touch with their top
brass based in Pakistan to exe-
cute the task but, as per sources,
alertness displayed by police
and security forces, inputs
developed by the Intelligence
agencies and due to various
other factors, the plot hatched by
the militants didn't succeed.

“United Jehad Council
(UJC) chief Syed Sallahuddin
had specifically asked the top
commanders of the three mili-
tant outfits to reach out to all

the ex-militants and veteran
Over Ground Workers
(OGWs) in the Kashmir valley
in order to easily channelise
funds, weapons and recruit
local gullible youths to under-
take guerrilla type attacks in
the Valley," sources said.

They added that the OGWs
and hybrid militants had con-
ducted recce of multiple targets
like politicians and security
force camps and most of these
were in Jammu and Kashmir and
New Delhi.

Mushtaq Ahmad Zargar alias
Mushtaq Latram, an ex-filtrated
militant of Lashkar-e-Toiba, and
Imitiyaz Alam alias Bashir
Ahmad Peer of Hizbul
Mujahideen were among the
masterminds of this conspiracy.

Detailed communication via
platforms such as Telegram,
Signal, WhatsApp and Facebook

HC dismissed plea of PSC, records no
locus standi to challenge CAT verdict

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, May 7: The
High Court has held that the
Public Service Commission
(PSC) has no locus standi to
challenge the judgment of
Central Administrative
Tribunal (CAT) whereby the
selection for appointment by
the PSC was set aside.

The Division Bench of
Justice Sindhu Sharma and
Justice Rahul Bharti concluded
that the PSC counsel on reliance
of various rulings do not meet
the preliminary objection taken
by the other side to the maintain-
ability of the petition of PSC.

"Counsel for the petitioner
J&K PSC has sought to fetch
reliance on various judgments,
but the same do not meet the
preliminary objection to the writ

petition not only about the lack
of locus standi of the petitioner
J&K PSC in the facts and cir-
cumstances of the case but also
lack of pleadings to the effect.

The writ petition is, accordingly,
dismissed", the DB concluded.

It is vide a selection, carried
out by the J&K PSC, a selection
process for appointment to the
post of Lecturer, Super Specialty
(Medical Oncology), Govt.
Medical College in the open
merit category was undertaken.

In response to the advertise-
ment, the selection process cul-
minated in issuance of a selec-
tion notification thereby declar-

ing one Dr Mohammad Hussain
Mir, as being selected by the
petitioner J&K PSC out of three
competed eligible candidates.

Dr Mir also consequently
has been recommended by the
PSC to the Health & Medical
Education Department for his
appointment to the post. Feeling
aggrieved by the selection and
recommendation of Dr-Mir, and
his consequent non selection,
the other candidate Dr. Rajeev
Gupta, challenged his selection
on ground of bias alleged to be
subsisting on account of the fact
that Dr Mir was working in
AIIMS Hospital, New Delhi for
"Fellowship in Bone Marrow
Transplantation" and in this
course of engagement in the
AIIMS New Delhi, he was the
student of one of the two named

Damage to Govt property in 2016 unrest

HC directs for early completion of investigation
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, May 7: The
High Court has directed the
police to complete investigation
of FIR registered in 2016
unrest for damaging the
Government property so that
the culprits are brought to
book for commission of
offences.

Justice Sanjay Dhar while
dismissing the petition challeng-
ing the FIR registered by the
police for damaging the
Government School and
Panchayat Ghar, directed that the
investigation be completed in the
case expeditiously in order to
bring the culprits booked for such
offences.

The petitioner-Shabir Ahmad
Malla had challenged FIR
No.316/2016 for offences under
Section 148, 436 RPC and

Section 3 of the Prevention of
Damage to Public Property Act
registered with Police Station
Shopian. In the impugned FIR it
is stated that a mob of people
attacked the building of
Government Primary School
Chatawatan Tehsil Shopian, as a
result of which the building was
razed to the ground. Besides this,
the adjacent building of
Panchayat Ghar was also gutted.
On receiving this information,
the police registered the
impugned FIR and started inves-
tigation of the case.

It has been contended in the
petition that the accused-Malla
has not been named in the
impugned FIR nor he is involved
in the alleged offences and the
police has falsely implicated him
on the basis of some fabricated
information due to animosity. It
was further averred that the peti-

tioner-Malla has been appointed
as a Fireman in the Fire and
Emergency Services Department
but because of the pendency of
the impugned FIR, his salary is
not being released.

Justice Dhar said that a crim-
inal prosecution can be quashed
against a person only if from the
contents of the FIR and the mate-
rial collected during investigation
of the case no cognizable offence
is disclosed against a person.
"However, in the instant case
though the petitioner is not
named in the impugned FIR,
there is definite material on
record to suggest his involve-
ment in the alleged crime.
Therefore, the prosecution
against the petitioner in such cir-
cumstances cannot be scuttled by
quashing the same”, Court said.

Court added that the power of

Road to J&K’s prosperity has
to pass through villages: LG
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, May 7:
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha today emphasized that
the policies and development
plans for districts and con-
cerned departments must
accord higher priority to rural
development as road to pros-
perity of Union Territory of
Jammu Kashmir has to pass
through its villages. 

Highlighting the role of rural
infrastructure, self-employment,
and agrarian society, Sinha
observed that the concerned
department's policies should be
based on pragmatism in order to
harness the tremendous potential
of our villages. 

"Around 70% of J&K's popu-
lation is dependent on agriculture
and allied activities. Today, the
development in rural areas is not
just about self-sufficiency in food
production but also about increas-
ing yields and income and mak-
ing the people more empowered.

It is also about making the vil-
lages self-sufficient because the
road to J&K's prosperity has to
pass through its villages," he said.  

The Lt Governor directed the

concerned officers to adopt rural
development policies which are
based on pragmatism and
strengthen the planning and
implementation at Panchayat
level.

“Each and every policy
must improve the lives of peo-
ple living in villages. Today,
more than 56,000 self-help
groups are acting as facilitators

of development. Our aim
should be to enhance the capac-
ity and scale of these groups
with financial support, market
linkage, special knowledge and
skills that can be used to change
the face of rural J&K," he
observed. 

Sinha highlighted the mega
projects related to Rural
Development, which have been
completed in the previous finan-
cial year. These projects are in
Agriculture, Animal Sheep
Husbandry, Horticulture, Skill
Development, Cooperatives,
Road, Power Development and
Jal Shakti sector. 

While highlighting the
achievements, the Lt Governor
asked the officers to continuously
focus on strengthening economic
relationship between farm & mar-
ket to benefit the farmers and
rural population. He further said
that making benefits of innova-
tion, technologies available to
rural population and agrarian society

Army guns down
infiltrator

in Nowshera
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 7: Army
today gunned down an infiltra-
tor on the Line of Control (LoC)
in Lam area of Nowshera sector
in Rajouri district and thwarted
an intrusion bid by the mili-
tants.

Reports said the Army inter-
cepted militants trying to infil-
trate into the Indian territory in
Lam area and opened firing to
neutralize the militants.

During brief exchange of
firing, one infiltrator was
gunned down by the troops. His
body has been recovered from
the spot along with some items.

There were no casualties on
the Army side, sources said.

Number of the militants
couldn't be ascertained immedi-
ately.

Sources said searches will
resume tomorrow morning.

Unconfirmed reports, how-
ever, said that number of mili-
tants could be three and two oth-
ers might have escaped after
killing of one of their colleagues
in the gun battle by the troops.

ESC reconstituted
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 7: The
Government today reconstitut-
ed the Establishment-cum-
Selection Committee with
Chief Secretary Dr Arun Kumar
Mehta as the Chairman.

Members of the Committee
include Atal Dulloo, Financial
Commissioner (Additional
Chief Secretary) Agriculture
Production Department, Raj
Kumar Goyal, Financial
Commissioner (Additional
Chief Secretary), Home
Department, Vivek Bhardwaj,
Financial Commissioner

Significant
reforms in 
Haj: Naqvi
MUMBAI, May 7:

Union Minister for Minority
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
today said that Haj 2022 was
taking place with significant
reforms, giving utmost priority
to the health and well-being of
pilgrims.

Inaugurating a two-day
training camp of "Khadim Ul
Hujjaj" at Haj House here,
Naqvi said a total of 79,237
Indian Muslims will go for Haj

LPG price up 
by Rs 50

NEW DELHI, May 7:

Cooking gas LPG prices
were today hiked by Rs 50 per
cylinder, the second increase in
rates in just over six weeks fol-
lowing the firming of interna-
tional energy rates.

Non-subsidised LPG now
costs Rs 999.50 per 14.2-kg
cylinder in the national capital,
up from Rs 949.50 previously,
according to a price notification
of state-owned fuel retailers.

This is the second increase in
LPG rates in just over six weeks.

111 DySPs adjusted
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 7: Director
General of Police (DGP) Dilbag
Singh today ordered adjust-
ments of 111 Deputy
Superintendents of Police
(DySPs) with immediate effect.

According to the order,
Daljit Singh has been adjusted
as DySP IR-19th Battalion,
Kuldeep Handoo as DySP
Sports APHQ, Akshay
Khajouria as SO to DIG
Railways Jammu, Sajad
Hussain as DySP JKAP-5th
Battalion, Anil Sagar as DySP
IR-1st Battalion, Farooq Ahmad BSF opens fire

on drone
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 7: The
Border Security Force (BSF)
today fired several rounds after
picking up the movement of a
Pakistani drone along the
International Border (IB) in
Arnia sector.

The drone returned to the
Pakistani side but a massive
search operation was launched
to ensure that there was no air-
dropping of the payload by the
flying object, a BSF official
said.

“A drone from the Pakistan
side was observed coming

30 Enggs promoted,
many shifted

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 7: The
Government today accorded
sanction to the placement of 30
Engineers of Public Works
(R&B) Department to the next
higher level in their own pay
and grade.

A number of Engineers were
transferred as well.

According to the order,
Parvaiz Ahmad Bhat,
Mohammad Abdullah Sheikh
and Ajay Kumar Raju have
been placed as Incharge Chief
Engineers (Civil) while Suresh

26 killed in Cuba
hotel blast
HAVANA, May 7:

Rescuers in Cuba's capital
were searching rubble through
the night to find more victims of
an explosion that killed at least
26 people and injured dozens at
a luxury hotel that once hosted
dignitaries and celebrities,
including Beyoncé and Jay-Z.

A natural gas leak was the
apparent cause of Friday's blast
at Havana's 96-room Hotel
Saratoga. The 19th-century
structure in the city's Old
Havana neighborhood did not
have any guests at the time

A beautiful view of Sub District Headquarters Gandoh in Doda district. — Excelsior/Rafi Choudhary

Two bodies to draw future course 
of action next week

Neither replies furnished nor FAA
order complied with for 2 yrs

Biased selection 
by PSC in Health
Deptt set aside

‘Strengthen Planning system at Panchayat level’
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as DySP IR-21st Battalion, Mujahid
Nazir as DySP Traffic
Baramulla/Kupwara, Abdul Hamid
as DySP JKAP-3rd Battalion, Sunil
Kumar as DySP IR-12th Battalion
and Jatinder Singh DySP IR-7th
Battalion.

Jagpal Sharma has been adjust-
ed as DySP Crime Branch, Ashok
Kumar as DySP IR-16th Battalion,
Sushil Kumar as DySP IR-5th
Battalion, Mehmood Qadir as DySP
CID SIA, Sunil Singh as DySP PC
Jammu, Sartaj Ahmad as SDPO
Railways Anantnag, Sarabjeet Singh
as DySP AC HG Kathua, Taran
Singh as DySP IR-6th Battalion,
Satvir Singh as DySP IR-1st
Battalion Reasi and Bhagwan Dass
as DySP Crime Branch.

Vishal Manhas has been adjust-
ed as DySP SKPA Udhampur,
Sheikh Firdous as DySP CID SIA,
Pankaj Kumar as DySP IR-1st
Battalion, Sukhvir Singh as DySP
SKPA Udhampur, Barkat Hussain
as DySP AC HG Rajouri, Vishal
Sharma as DySP PC Kishtwar,
Manjeet Singh as DySP JKAP-4th
Battalion, Pawan Sharma as DySP
IR-7th Battalion, Sharat Chander
Singh as DySP JKAP Battalion and
Parladh Kumar as DySP IR-17th
Battalion.

Khurshid Ahmad has been
adjusted as DySP IR-20th Battalion,
Naveed Ahmad Shah as DySP
JKAP-14th Battalion, Krishan
Rattan as DySP IR-22nd Battalion,
Surinder Paul Singh as DySP IR-
18th Battalion, Shankar Bahadur as
DySP IR-11th Battalion,
Mohammad Maqbool as SO to DIG
Armed Kashmir, Abdul Rehman as
DySP JKAP-14th Battalion, Anita
Katal as DySP Crime Branch,
Manzoor Ahmad as DySP IR-4th
Battalion and Anil Kumar as DySP
IR-13th Battalion.

Hamidullah Naik has been
adjusted as DySP IR-4th Battalion,
Mohammad Yousuf as DySP IR-
21st Battalion, Nazir Ahmed Tali as
DySP JKAP-3rd Battalion, Nissar
Ahmed Mir as DySP JKAP-9th
Battalion, Laxmi Kant as DySP
ACB, Kapil Tickoo as DySP 1st
Women Battalion, Satish Raina as
DySP PC Baramulla, Mushtaq
Ahmad as DySP JKAP-12th
Battalion, Mohammad Iqbal as
DySP JKAP-3rd Battalion and Ajay
Kumar as DySP JKAP-8th
Battalion.

Ashwani Kumar has been
adjusted as DySP ACB, Chanchal
Singh as SDPO Railways Vijaypur,
Mohammad Ayoub Rather as DySP
Crime Branch, Gazanfer Syeed
Lone as DySP PC Sopore, Mushtaq
Ahmed as DySP PCR Srinagar,
Vijay Dhar as DySP IR-7th
Battalion, Rajesh Anand as DySP
STC Talwara, Bupinder Singh as
DySP JKAP-8th Battalion, Bharat
Sharma as SO to DIG Armed
Jammu and Daljeet Singh as DySP
SDRF 2nd Battalion.

Dinesh Sharma has been adjust-
ed as DySP Petrol Pump Jammu,
Pardeep Kumar as DySP JKAP-8th

Battalion, Ashwani Kumar as DySP
PHQ, Jatinder Singh as DySP
RPHQ JKS Range, Sanjeev Singh
as DySP CID SIA, Rajesh Jamwal
as DySP PTS Kathua, Syed Afaq
Ahmed as DySP PHQ, Gurpurab
Singh as DySP IR-13th Battalion,
Champa Devi as DySP ACB and
Raj Kumar Koul as DySP IR-16th
Battalion.

Kewal Kishore has been adjust-
ed as DySP RPHQ DKR Range,
Murtaza Ahmed as DySP JKAP-
12th Battalion, Parveez Sajaid as
DySP AC HG Anantnag, Masoof
Ahmed as DySP RPHQ RP Range,
Shakeel Ahmed Bhat as DySP
Crime Branch, Sheikh Manzoor as
DySP CID SIA, Arjun Chib as
DySP JKAP-4th Battalion, Sarbjeet
Singh as DySP IR-7th Battalion,
Dharminder Singh as DySP IR-3rd
Battalion and Ravinder Singh as
DySP Traffic Hqrs J&K.

Surenjeet Singh has been adjust-
ed as DySP Crime Branch, Shafiq
Ahmed as DySP RPHQ NKR,
Khursheed Ahmed as DySP CID
SIA, Khudmukhtar Dev as DySP
IR-5th Battalion, Mohammad
Suliman Chechi as DySP IR-9th
Battalion, Farooq Ahmed Wani as
DySP PHQ, Rameshwar Dutt as
DySP JKAP-7th Battalion,
Harmohinder Singh as DySP IR-
2nd Battalion, Kuldeep Raj as DySP
AC HG Reasi and Naseer Ahmad
Khan as DySP IR-23rd Battalion.

Mohammad Akber has been
adjusted as DySP RPHQ SKR,
Rishi Singh as DySP IR-15th
Battalion, Khurshid-Ur-Rehman as
DySP IR-10th Battalion, Shakeel
Ahmed as DySP IR-24th Battalion,
Raj Kumar Sharma as DySP IR-
14th Battalion, Varinder Gupta as
DySP JKAP 7th Battalion,
Satvinder Singh as DySP IR-18th
Battalion, Basanti Bhat as DySP
PTWS Jammu, Davinder Singh as
DySP AC HG Doda and Fayaz
Ahmed Dar as DySP PTWS
Srinagar.

Mahesh Sharma has been post-
ed as DySP Security Jammu,
Surdeep Singh Jamwal as DySP
STC Talwara, Mohammad Ashraf
as DySPCID SIA, Niaz-Ul-Hussain
as DySP IR-10th Battalion, Sultan
Mehmood as DySP IR-12th
Battalion, Shabinder Singh as DySP
IR-19th Battalion, Vinod Kumar as
DySP PCR Jammu, Nissar Ahmed
Ganie as DySP RPHQ CKR,
Mohinder Pal as DySP SDRF 2nd
Battalion, Vijay Singh as DySP IR-
8th Battalion and Neeraj Sharma as
DySP CID SIA.

Kumar (SC) and Khalid
Mehmood have been placed as
Incharge Superintending
Engineers (Civil).

Tariq Abdullah Saraf, Murrad
Ahmad Tota, Abdul Rashid, Ashfaq
Ahmad Dar, Farooq Ahmad Shah
and Shwetanki Sharma shall look
after the charge as Incharge
Executive Engineer (Civil) while
Bashir Ahmad Tantray has been
placed as Incharge Executive
Engineer (Mechanical).

Further, Idrees Ahmad Wani,
Mohammad Slahudin Bhat,
Anjum Nisa Khan, Musadiq
Hussain, Uzma Afzal Sidiqi, Mohd
Zia-ul-Haq Malik, Afnaan Jeelani,
Imran Ali Matoo, Ashaq Hussain
Ganaie, Shehla Ishtiyaq, Zubair
Ahmad War, Rayees Nabi
Naqashbandi, Seema Manhas,
Summera Bashir, Naveed Aslam,
Sirjhon Ahmad Wani, Mohd
Ayoub Khan and Anjum Shafi
Wani have been placed as Incharge
Assistant Executive Engineers
(Civil). 

Meanwhile, Javaid Iqbal
Bukhari has been transferred from
SKUAST Kashmir and posted at
ERA Kashmir, Parvaiz Ahmad
Bhat has been posted at CE SKIMS
Kashmir, Mohammad Abdullah
Sheikh at CE Mughal Road
Projects J&K and Ajay Kumar
Raju as CE ERA Jammu.

Sanjay Sharma, SE has been
transferred from MED Circle
Kashmir and posted as SE PHE
Mechanical Rural Jammu,
Mubashir Nazir Naqashbandi SE
has been transferred from PHE
Mechanical Rural Jammu and post-
ed as MED Circle Kashmir, Suresh
Kumar Incharge Xen Tourism
Department has been transferred
and posted at R&B Circle Doda-
Kishtwar-Ramban and Khalid

Mehmood, Incharge Xen PMGSY
Anantnag has been transferred and
posted at SQC PMGSY.

However, Tariq Abdullah Saraf
has been posted at the disposal of
School Education Department,
Murrad Ahmad Tota at School
Education Department, Abdul
Rashid at the disposal of J&K
Sports Council, Abdul Rashid Mir
at disposal of Tourism Department,
Ashfaq Ahmad Dar posted in the
R&B Tangdhar, Farooq Ahmad
Shah has been placed at disposal of
Tourism Department, Shwetanki
Sharma has been placed at disposal
of Tourism Department,
Mohammad Ramzan Dar has been
posted at PMGSY Bandipora to
look after the charge of Executive
Engineer (Civil), Feroz Ahmad
Bhat in Estates Department
Kashmir to look after the charge of
Executive Engineer (Civil) and
Reshi Bilal Ahmad to PMGSY
Pulwama.

Muzafar Ahmad Bhat has been
posted in PMGSYAnantnag, Noor
Ali at PMGSY Billawar, Kamal
Kishore at PCD J&K, Tanzeel
Afzal Khan at R&B Division
Bhaderwah, Suresh Kumar
Khajuria at R&B Const Divn 2nd
Jammu, Jawaid Ul Hassan at the
disposal of Tourism Department,
Rajesh Bhagat at the disposal of
School Education Department,
Fayaz Ahmed Mir at the disposal of
Department of RD&PR took after
the charge of Executive Engineer,
Jahan Ara at MED Srinagar, Rajesh
Sharma at SPD Jammu, Bashir
Ahmad Tantray at SKIMS, Prem
Kumar at Tourism Department,
Mushtaq Ahmad Mir at Tourism
Department, Manzoor Ahmad
Sheikh at PMGSY Uri and
Mushtaq Ahmad at Tourism
Department.

instant matter has been handled
underlines the callous attitude of the
respondent Public Authority in deal-
ing with RTI matters since neither the
RTI application was replied to nor
was the First Appellate Authority's
order complied with even after more
than 2 years from the date of its
issuance", adding "furthermore, no
action was taken despite service of
notice by the Commission". 

Accordingly, the Chief
Information Commissioner
directed Shivani Bhan, Chief
Accounts Officer and Dr
Sanjogita Sudan, Health Officerto
provide information as per avail-
able record to the appellant and to
show cause to the Commission
explaining why penal action
should not be initiated against
them forthe delay in providing the
information to the appellant. 

The same applicant had filed RTI
application on August 18, 2020 seek-
ing information about monitoring the
execution of construction work in
respect of any violation done by the
land owners in the jurisdiction of
Jammu Municipal Corporation etc.

As information was not provided
up to the satisfaction of the applicant,
Second Appeal was filed before the
Central Information Commission,
which on the basis of facts of the case
and the submissions made by both
the parties, observed, "RTI mecha-
nism in the Public Authority (JMC)
has been made redundant and inef-
fective as neither are the applications
replied to on time nor are the direc-

tions of the higher authorities com-
plied with". 

"The lackadaisical approach
in dealing with RTI matters needs
to be expeditiously reviewed and
corrective actions should be taken.
Furthermore, on closer perusal of
the replies it is evident that RTI
application remains unad-
dressed", the Commission said
and directed Surendra Kumar,
Assistant Secretary, Jammu
Municipal Corporation and Sunil
Gupta, Enforcement Officer,
Jammu Municipal Corporation to
provide the information in accor-
dance with the provisions of the
RTI Act, 2005.

They have further been directed
to show cause explaining the reasons
why penal action as per Section 20
(1) of the RTI Act, 2005 should not
be initiated against them for not com-
plying with the timelines stipulated
under the Act.

"It is really a matter of serious
concern that Jammu Municipal
Corporation doesn't want trans-
parency in its functioning and sit-
ting over RTI applications for con-
siderable period of time is the testi-
mony of the same", sources said,
adding "the Housing and Urban
Development Department, which
has administrative control over the
Jammu Municipal Corporation,
should put in place a mechanism
for effectively and timely dealing
with the applications seeking infor-
mation as per the provisions of the
transparency law".

the High Court under Section 482 of
the Cr.PC cannot be invoked to
quash a genuine prosecution and dis-
missed the petition with the direction
to complete the investigation of the
case expeditiously so that the culprits
are brought to book and the innocent
persons are not dragged unnecessari-
ly while keeping the investigation
pending for years together.

Justice Dhar recorded that in the
impugned FIR, names of accused
persons are not mentioned and obvi-

ously name of the petitioner-Malla
does not figure therein. However, a
perusal of the case diary reveals that
there are statements of eye witnesses
out of whom at least 3 witnesses
have categorically named the peti-
tioner-Malla as being part of the mob
who set on fire the school building
and the Panchayat Ghar. Therefore, it
is not a case where there is no mate-
rial on record of the case diary to sug-
gest the involvement of the petition-
er in the alleged crime.

experts involved in the interview
resulting into bias of the experts
against him and in favour of Dr Mir.

The Central Administrative
Tribunal on February 3, 2022, has
come to allow the petition of the Dr.
Rajeev Gupta by setting aside the
selection of Dr. Mir with the direc-
tion to PSC to consider the candida-
ture of Dr. Gupta for the post of
Lecturer Super Specialty (Medical
Oncology) GMC by observing that
there was an element of bias opera-
tive in the interview effecting the
marks giving by the experts.

The DB after perusal of the PSC
said the challenge to the judgment
of the Central Administrative
Tribunal is not by Dr Mir, whose
selection for appointment for the
post of Lecturer Super Specialty
(Medical Oncology) GMC, was
eventually set aside and not both the
experts have come forward to con-
test the observations amounting to
finding in the Tribunal's judgment
as to their biased status in the matter
of interview in favour of Dr. Mir,
and last, but not the least, lack of the
essential averments in the writ peti-
tion as to the legal basis of the griev-
ance and objection of the PSC
against the impugned judgment.

The DB recorded that PSC
counsel was not able to point out a
single line averment, lest explain
and argue, as to the locus standi of
PSC in invoking the writ jurisdic-
tion under Article 226 of the
Constitution of India aimed against
the Central Administrative Tribunal

in the case.
"We have not been able to

appreciate as the basis on which the
PSC is aggrieved of the impugned
judgment when it was the
impugned selection of Dr. Mir
which has been set aside by  the
Tribunal on the finding of real like-
lihood of bias of the experts
involved in the interview and allo-
cation of marks to Dr Mir.

"The loss of reference from the
PSC left the Court pondering
whether any conscious  call and
decision was, in fact, ever actually
taken by the PSC to challenge the
judgment of the Central
Administrative Tribunal, or is it just
on the mechanical motion and call
by the Secretary of the PSC that the
writ petition has come to be filed",
read the judgment.

The DB added that the Court is
well aware that by no means it is
meaning to hold or suggest that an
Institution or a Body, be it public,
statutory or constitutional one, as is
the Public Service Commission,
cannot have a situation, in the
course of its administering the func-
tion and work within the domain of
its authority, to find itself legally
aggrieved by an adjudication, judg-
ment, direction, order, observation
rendered by a court of law or
Tribunal with respect to the decision
of the given Institution, and to seek
for the redressal of its grievance
through common or constitutional
course of law while bearing a locus
standi to avail it.

tus and bifurcated into two UTs of
J&K and Ladakh.

The BJP has already dissoci-
ated itself from demand of the
Statehood to Ladakh raised by
the LAB and KDA but is fully
supportive of granting Sixth
Schedule like status to the Union
Territory and jobs for the unem-
ployed youth. The BJP is of the
view that grant of Union
Territory status was major
demand of the Himalayan region
which was fulfilled by the Central
Government on August 5, 2019.

In addition to Statehood to
Ladakh, the LAB and KDA have
been demanding Sixth Schedule
like status, two Parliamentary seats-
-one each in Leh and Kargil and job
opportunities for the youth.

Charging the Central
Government with adopting "delay-
ing tactics", sources within the
LAB and KDA said Nityanand Rai
during talks with them on August
29 in Leh had assured constitution
of a high-level committee shortly
for further dialogue but even after
passage of nearly six and half
months not even the Panel has been
set up so far what to say of initiat-
ing the dialogue.

"This shows the Centre is
adopting delaying tactics," they
said.

It was on August 2, 2021 that
the ideologically different represen-
tatives of Kargil and Leh districts
joined hands to seek full-fledged
Statehood along with Constitutional
safeguards for the region.

have also been generated by the mil-
itant outfits. 

The groups had decided to adopt
a hit-and-run strategy and target
focus on selective individuals, espe-
cially minorities, non-locals, police
and security personnel, and domi-
ciled individuals who shifted to
Kashmir, sources said.

The Resistance Front (TRF)
recruited students as active militants
and gave them small arms to carry

out attacks. 
The OGWs were grouped into

strikers or hybrid militants and given
the role of either logistical support or
active killing, depending on which
group they were categorised in.

Sources said after the abrogation
of Article 370, there was a significant
reduction in the number of terror-
related incidents in the Kashmir val-
ley, which was not well taken by
Pakistan and militant outfits.

graphs etc pertaining to the
investigation were seized to
carry out further analysis.

The SIA said Government
has decided to take stringent
measures against PoS SIM card sell-
ers who are found to be stealing iden-
tity documents of unsuspecting sub-
scribers and creating SIM cards
without the knowledge of original
subscribers.

"Similarly, PoS SIM card sellers
who are found creating SIM cards on
the basis of forged documents in the
name of persons who do not exist in
real life will also be proceeded
against by invoking the most-stern
provisions of law," it said, adding,
"action would also be taken against
SIM card sellers and subscribers
who obtain SIM cards in excess of
six cards which is the maximum
number of SIM cards a person is
allowed." 

Telephone service providers
have been strongly advised to main-

tain proper database to prevent dis-
honest PoS SIM card sellers and sub-
scribers to cheat the system by not
disclosing their already issued SIM
cards obtained from other service
providers at the time of applying for
additional new cards, it said.
"Government is also considering to
make it an offence if a person will-
ingly gives his SIM card to a person
other than to a family member for
occasional and emergency use."  

"PoS SIM card sellers and indi-
vidual subscribers who voluntarily
come to the Police Station and sur-
render their excess SIM cards (more
than 6) would escape criminal liabil-
ity," an official said. 

"PoS SIM card sellers who have
issued SIM cards in different names
using the photo of one person are
also likely to be searched, and if
found guilty are likely to be arrested
besides being blacklisted from all
Government benefits and contracts.
Investigation is going on," he added.
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More recoveries are likely to
be made from the spot during
fresh searches tomorrow morn-

ing as some bags were spotted
lying on the LoC during the
night.

Army guns down infiltrator in Nowshera

should be highest priority.
Sinha observed that the steps

taken by the Government will inte-
grate our rural areas into modern
economic units and increased busi-
ness opportunities in agro and rural
industry can transform the rural
economy.

"There is a scope for rural
reforms at various levels. Products
of rural areas must be commercial-
ized for sustaining growth.

Adequate attention should be paid
to public-private partnership to
increase the income of rural popula-
tion and both farm and non-farm
economy should be incentivized to
create well-equipped and self-suffi-
cient villages. Concerned officers
and institutions must ensure access
to affordable credit and huge invest-
ment being made in rural areas must
translate into enhanced productivi-
ty," the Lt Governor further added.

Road to J&K’s prosperity has to 
pass through villages: LG

in Srinagar.
The cop, identified as Ghulam

Hassan Dar son of Ghulam Rasool
Dar of Danwar Eidgah, was travel-
ling on his motorcycle when mili-
tants fired upon him this morning,
leaving him critically injured. 

The policeman, driver with
J&K Police vehicle, was shifted to
nearby SKIMS hospital. He suc-
cumbed to injuries this evening. 

Earlier soon after the attack, the
area was cordoned off and searches
launched to nab the attackers.

Cop martyred in Srinagar attack

2022, of whom 50 per cent are
women. 

The entire process of Haj 2022
has been chalked out with necessary
guidelines of the Governments of
India and Saudi Arabia, which
include eligibility criteria, age limit,
health-related requirements, among
other things, he said, while noting that
the pilgrimage could not take place
for the last two years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

"We are making all efforts to
ensure that there is no additional
financial burden on the pilgrims, as
they will perform Haj without any
subsidy. The process is on to provide

accommodation, transportation and
other necessary facilities in Saudi
Arabia at affordable prices," the
Union Minister said.

The selection process of Haj pil-
grims has been done considering the
completion of COVID-19 vaccina-
tion and fulfilling the necessary
norms decided by the Governments
of the two countries, he said.

Naqvi further said that making
the entire Haj 2022 process 100 per
cent digital has been extremely bene-
ficial to ensure health and well-being
of pilgrims, besides making the pil-
grimage transparent, accessible,
affordable and convenient. (PTI)

Significant reforms in Haj: Naqvi

(Additional Chief Secretary),
Finance Department, Nitishwar
Kumar, Principal Secretary to the
Lieutenant Governor and Achal
Sethi, Administrative Secretary,
Department of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs.

Manoj Kumar Dwivedi,
Principal Secretary, General
Administration Department (GAD)
will be the Member Secretary.

ESC reconstituted

111 DySPs adjusted

Prices were hiked by Rs 50 per cylin-
der on March 22.

Since April 2021, prices have
risen by Rs 190 per cylinder.

Petrol and diesel prices, how-
ever, continue to be on freeze for
over a month now. The pause fol-
lowed rates being hiked by a
record Rs 10 per litre in a matter
of 16 days beginning March 22.

Non-subsidised cooking gas
is the one that consumers buy
after exhausting their quota of 12
cylinders at subsidised or below-
market rates.

However, the Government
pays no subsidy on LPG in most

cities and the price of the refill
that consumers, including the
poor women who got free con-
nection under the much-talked
Ujjwala scheme, is the same as
non-subsidised or market price
LPG.

Non-subsidised LPG costs Rs
999.50 per 14.2-kg cylinder in
Mumbai while it is priced at Rs
1,015.50 a bottle in Chennai and
Rs 1,026 in Kolkata.

Rates differ from State to
State depending on the incidence
of local taxes such as VAT. Prices
are higher in States with higher
taxes. (PTI)

LPG price up by Rs 50

HC dismissed plea of PSC, records no
locus standi to challenge CAT verdict

HC directs for early completion of investigation

Politicians including BJP, Apni Party
workers were on hit-list of militants

because it was undergoing renova-
tions ahead of a planned Tuesday
reopening.

Relatives of missing people
remained at the site late Friday
night as rescuers sifted through rub-
ble. Others gathered at hospitals
where the injured were being treat-
ed.

“I don't want to move from

here,” Cristina Avellar told The
Associated Press near the hotel,
whose outer walls were blown
away by the explosion, leaving the
interiors of many rooms exposed.

Avellar was waiting for news of
Odalys Barrera, a 57-year-old
cashier who has worked at the hotel
for five years. She is the godmother
of Barrera's daughters and consid-
ers her like a sister.

Although no tourists were
reported injured, the explosion is
the latest blow to the country's cru-
cial tourism industry. (PTI)

26 killed in Cuba hotel blast

towards the Indian side in the Arnia
area at 7.25 pm with blinking light,”
Deputy Inspector General of BSF,
Jammu Frontier, S P Sandhu said.

He said the alert BSF troops
fired around eight rounds to shoot
down the drone immediately after it
crossed into the Indian side but it
managed to fly back.

The whole area was cordoned

off and a search operation is under-
way to ensure that there is no air-
dropping by the drone, Sandhu, who
is also the Public Relations Officer
of the BSF, said.

The drone activity from Pakistan
was noticed three days after the BSF
detected an underground cross-bor-
der tunnel in Chak Faquira area of
Samba district.

BSF opens fire on drone

CIC reprimands JMC for callous 
attitude in dealing with RTI matters

Hot summer awaits Ladakh as LAB,
KDA plan major agitation from June

30 Enggs promoted, many shifted

Major crackdown by SIA against
misuse of SIM cards in Kashmir
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JAMMU: 
Mainly dry

TEMPERATURE
Max: 37.1 Degree C 
Min: 21.1 Degree C

RELATIVE HUMIDITY
RH-I (Morning): 38.0 per cent
RH-II (Evening): 26.0 per cent
Sunset on Sunday: 07.17 p.m.
Sunrise on Monday: 05.39 a.m.

SRINAGAR:
Mainly clear

TEMPERATURE
Max: 26.8 Degree C 
Min: 9.8 Degree C

RELATIVE HUMIDITY
RH-I (Morning): 65.0 per cent
RH-II (Evening): 34.0 per cent

LEH:   
TEMPERATURE

Max: 22.5 Degree C 
Min: 11.4 Degree C

WEATHER

Residents cleaning blood stains on the road after militants
fired upon a policeman in Srinagar on Saturday. (UNI)

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE BLOCK 

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER RAMBAN

Annexure-A
Expression of interest (EOI) proposal is invited for conceptualiz-
ing and implementing the Solid Waste Management under
SBM(Grameen) 2.0 in Panchayat Kanthi Block Ramban District
Ramban from all the interested scrap dealers, NGOs, Youth
Clubs, Self Help Groups or any other groups of people for carry-
ing out Solid Waste Management in Rural Areas as per the
SLRM rules/guidelines.
The interested agencies/ firm /organizations are requested
tosubmitthe expression   of Interest (EOI) / Proposal affixed with
Rs 5.00 (Rs five only) revenue stamps addressed to office of the
Gram   Panchayat, Kanthi. The expression of interest (EOl) /
Proposals should reach this office by speed post /Registered
Post/by hand, by or before 15/05/2022 till 2.00 PM and will be
opened on same day at 4.30 PM in the office of Sarpanch of the
concerned Gram Panchayat.
The Acceptance and finalization of expressionof interest
(EOI) proposals    will be subject to the following.
Terms and conditions:-

1. The interested party should have a team of 10 members (Rag
Pickers) who shall be working on rotational basis.

2. The interested party should have a minimum of one vehicle
along with a   licensed   driver for collection of solid waste from
the residential/commercial establishment in panchayat Kanthi
Block Ramban

3. The interested party shall work as per the Solid Liquid Waste
Management rules / Guidelines   issued by the GOI from time to
time.

4. The interested   party shall be provided with a working space,
segregating tubs and protective gears the office of the Block
Development officers concerned.

5. All the pages of the EOI/Proposal's document should be
signed by the authorized signatory. The   copyright of the works
shall vest with the Sarpanch of the concerned Gram Panchayat.

6. Work done in this field, showing details of experience in Solid
waste Management at any level be enclosed.

7. The successful bidder shall be responsible for the overall oper-
ation and maintenance of the unit and 10% of the Profitshall be
deposited In the Panchayat Account.

8. Self attested copyof Aadharcard of all the members and driv-
er is tobe enclosed along with their mobile numbers.

9. Vehicle detail along with the copy of Registration Certificate of
the Vehicle be enclosed.

10. The EOI shall be accompained with CDR/FDR of Rs 100/-
pledged to the Sarpanch of the concerned Gram Panchayat,
Kanthi which shall bereleased to successful tenderer within 3
months of the allotment of contract of the assigned work.

11. The EOI/Proposal Evaluation Committee reserves the right to
the modify/accept or reject any other offer without assigning any
reason.

12. The decision of the Chairman of the constituted Committee
about the quality of services will be final and shall not be chal-
lenged by theAgency on any ground Whatsoever.

13. The Area of operation shall be the Panchayat Kanthi as per
the survey of households/Commercial establishment done by the
Department of the Rural Development.

14. The user fee as approved by the Committee and Panchayat
shall be collected by the contractee with proper GRs and shall
maintain all records.

15. Sarpanch concerned Gram Panchayat Kanthi, shall hold all
rights to cancel the contract if the successful bidder fails to work
as per the termsof contract and as per the Solid Liquid Waste
Management Rules issued by the GOI from time to time.

16. The contract shall be finalized for a period of one year,to be
extended based on good performance and shall be evaluated on
quarterly basisby the committee, headed by the Sarpanch of the
Panchayat Halqa.

Sd/-
Block Development Officer

Ramban
DIP/J-1235/22
Dt. 7-5-2022

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER RAJOURI DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY
Chennai Baghla, Rajouri-185131.  

EXTENSION NOTICE
Reference: E-NIT No OTS /014 of 2021-22 dated 15/11 /2021.
Due to administrative reasons the above noted E- NIT is hereby extend-
ed as under:- 

Please read Instead of 

Bid submission end date 05-06-2022 Bid submission end date up to
1200 Hours 04-05-2022 up to 1200 Hours

Original documents submission Original documents submission 
date 05/06/2022 up to 16.00 hours. date 04/05/2022 up to 16.00 

hours. 

Opening of bid on 09/06/2022 up to Opening of bid on 08/05/2022
1400 hours. up to 1400 hours. 

All other terms and conditions shall remain unaltered. 

Sd/-
DIP/J-533-P/22 Executive Engineer 
Date : 07-05-2022 Rajouri Development Authority 


