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CINEMA
APSARA AUDI- 1 : KGF CHAPTER-2 (HINDI) - 9:45 AM, 12:45 PM, 3:45 PM, 6:45 PM, 10:00 PM.
APSARA AUDI- 2 : THE KASHMIR FILES (HINDI) - 10.00 AM, LEKH 1.00 PM, RRR 3.15 PM,
BEAST - 06:30 PM, RRR 09:15 PM.
HARI THEATRE: RAW THE BEST - 10:00 AM, 12:30 PM, 3:30 PM, 6:30 PM., 9:00 PM
INDIRA AUDI-I: KGF: CHAPTER 2 (HINDI) - 9:00 AM, 12:15 PM, 3:30 PM, 6:50 PM, 10:10 PM.
INDIRA AUDI-II: KGF: CHAPTER 2 (HINDI) - 9:45 AM, 1:00 PM, 4:15 PM, 7:35 PM, 10:55 PM.
INDIRA AUDI-III:  1. LEKH (2D) (PUN) - 9:10 AM, 2. KGF: CHAPTER 2 (HINDI) - 11:30 AM,  3.
LEKH (2D) (PUNJABI) - 02:40 PM, 4. KGF: CHAPTER 2 (HINDI) - 05:00 PM,  5. RRR (2D)
(HINDI) - 08:15 PM. 6. KGF: CHAPTER 2 (HINDI) - 11.30 PM
WAVE CINEMA: 1. KGF CHAPTER-2 (HINDI) - 09.15 AM, 09.45 AM, 12.30 PM, 1.00 PM, 4.00 PM,
4.30 PM, 6.30 PM, 7.30PM, 9.45 PM, 10.15 PM, 10.45 PM 2. RRR (HINDI) - 9:00 AM, 03:00 PM,
3. LEKH (PUNJABI) - 12:20 PM 4. GAL WAKDI (PUNJABI) 7:45 PM.
PVR KC AUDI 1: 1. ATTACK (HINDI)- 09:30 AM, 2. (2D) RRR-(HINDI) - 12:10 PM, 3. THE
KASHMIR FILES (HINDI) - 3:55 PM, 4. (2D) RRR (HINDI)- 7:25 PM, 11:10 PM.
PVR KC AUDI 2: 1. RRR (HINDI) 3D - 09:10 AM, 2. MORBIUS (ENG) - 12:55 PM, 3. ATTACK
(HINDI) - 3:20 PM, 4. LEKH (PUNJABI) - 06:00 PM, 5. MORBIUS (ENG) - 8:40 PM, 6. ATTACK
(HINDI) - 11:05 PM

DISCLAIMER
‘‘Daily Excelsior’’ does not
take responsibility for the
contents of the advertise-
ments (Display/ Classified)
carried in this newspaper.
The paper does not endorse
the same. Readers are
requested to verify the
contents on their own before
acting there upon.’’

will be a historic event.
"The Prime Minister has

always given preference to
Jammu and Kashmir. Whenever
there is crisis, he has helped
J&K. Administration and people
should be grateful to him. If
J&K is now linked to main-
stream, the credit for this goes to
the Prime Minister,'' he added.

The Lieutenant Governor
said the groundbreaking cere-
mony for industrial invest-
ments will also be held by the
Prime Minister on April 24.
He added that large scale
investments have come from
the country and abroad
including big names like Lulu
Group, MR Group, Birla
Textiles, DP World, Apollo
Hospital etc.

Sinha said that post the abro-
gation of Article 370, Jammu
and Kashmir has attracted an
investment of over Rs 38,082
crore, which would also gener-
ate employment for over four
lakh youths in the Union
Territory.

"The companies are coming
in different sectors. This will
generate employment,'' he
asserted.

Sinha said the Prime
Minister will lay foundation
stones for 850 MW Ratle and
540 MW Kwar power projects.

He added that the Prime
Minister will dedicate to the
people 100 Jan Aushadi
Kendras.

Meanwhile, sources said, the
Government has asked con-
cerned Deputy Commissioner to
identify and extend special invi-
tation to Padma Awardees and
people who have received men-
tion in the Prime Minister's
monthly Mann Ki Baat', for the
Palli Panchayat rally.

They added that around one
lakh people are expected to
attend the rally and the
Government has asked the
administration to make arrange-
ments accordingly and also put
in place a robust evacuation plan
as per the Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP).

An official handout said:-    
During his visit to Palli

Panchayat, the Prime Minister
will interact with the Sarpanchs,
Panchs and people invited from
across the UT. He will also visit
INTACH Photo Gallery and
Nokia Centre, exhibition of dif-
ferent departments, besides

meeting business delegation
from Dubai.

The Prime Minister will also
handover benefits under
SVAMITVA scheme to rural cit-
izens.

Mentioning about the 100-
point programme made for
Gram Swaraj Month, the Lt
Governor said that J&K has
been going through immense
transformation since August
2019. Due to the people-centric
policies of Good Governance,
J&K is now among the leading
UTs/States of the country. UT
administration is working with
transparency, accountability and
efficiency, he said.

He further said that Patwar
Ghar has been institutionalized
in all Panchayats with offices of
Patwaris, along with appoint-
ments of Panchayat Assistants to
ensure prompt delivery of serv-
ices.

Due to Prime Minister's
commitment and top priority to
the Union Territory, J&K is
shining in various sectors.
Recently, J&K has been ranked
third in performance under
PMGSY. J&K is also featuring
frequently in NITI Aayog's
reports as a high performing UT,
he added.

The Panchayati Raj system
has been set up in J&K and PRIs
are being empowered in true
sense by transferring them with
necessary funds, function,s and
functionaries. The completion of
more than 50,000 projects in the
previous financial year as com-
pared to around 9,200 projects
in 2018-19 speaks volumes
about good governance in J&K,
Sinha observed.

He  said that the benefits of
Aapki Zameen Aapki Nigrani
and various other schemes are
reaching the people across the
UT.

On the Health sector, the Lt
Governor said, "we aim to estab-
lish the best healthcare system
based on people's feedback."

Dr Arun Kumar Mehta,
Chief Secretary; Rohit Kansal,
Principal Secretary to
Government, Information
Department; Nitishwar Kumar,
Principal Secretary to the Lt
Governor and Mandeep Kaur,
Administrative Secretary,
Department of Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj were present at the occasion. 

Will root out terror, security forces
have big upper hand over ultras: LG

& Sessions Judges and, if suffi-
cient, number of officers are not
available in-those  grades, the offi-
cers in the Ordinary Grade of
District Judges may be posted as
Principal District & Sessions
Judges.

An officer who has already
served in any District as Principal
District & Sessions Judge may be
posted in the courts of special
jurisdiction having independent
character or tribunals. Judicial
Officers in the District Judges

cadre who are comparatively sen-
ior in position shall ordinarily be
sent on deputation on the posts,
requiring appointment of District
Judge cadre officer.

Judicial Officers in the cadre
of Civil Judge (Senior Division)
who are higher up in the seniority
shall be posted as Chief Judicial
Magistrates in any district. Such
Officers may however, be posted
in the courts of special jurisdiction
having an independent character,
read the order. 

HC formulates policy on posting of Judges

pertaining to recovery of arms
and ammunition in Jammu and
Kashmir and has been actively
radicalising, motivating and
recruiting youngsters in the
Union Territory to support the
LeT. He has also been involved
in terror funding, the Ministry
said.

Gul was found involved in
hatching a criminal conspiracy,
in connivance with other mem-
bers of the LeT, to eliminate
Bukhari, a prominent journalist,
along with two of his personal
security officers, at the busy
Press Enclave area of Srinagar
on June 14, 2018, the Ministry
said in a notification.

Considering his terror activi-
ties, the Home Ministry desig-
nated Gul as a terrorist under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act, 1967 (37 of 1967).

Born on October 10, 1974,
Gul hails from the Rose Avenue
Colony HMT Shalteng in
Srinagar, and is one of the com-
manders of the LeT.

He is the 37th individual to
have been declared as a designat-
ed terrorist by the Centre.

"Now, therefore, in exercise
of the powers conferred by
clause (a) of sub-section (1) of
section 35 of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967, the Central Government
hereby makes the following
amendment in the Fourth
Schedule to the said Act, name-
ly:- In the Fourth Schedule to the
said Act, after serial number 36

and entries relating thereto, the
following serial number and
entries shall be inserted, name-
ly:- '37. Sheikh Sajad @Sheikh
Sajjad Gul @Sajjad Gul
@Sajjad Ah Sheikh'," the notifi-
cation read.

With the declaration of Gul
as a terrorist, the law-enforce-
ment agencies can now attach his
properties, besides booking any
person associated with him.

On April 8, the Government
had designated Hafiz Talha
Saeed, a key leader of the LeT
and the son of 26/11 Mumbai ter-
ror attacks mastermind Hafiz
Saeed, as a terrorist.

Three days later, on April 11,
Pakistani national Mohiuddin
Aurangzeb Alamgir, who was
involved in a terror attack on a
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) bus in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pulwama in 2019, was
designated as a terrorist.

On April 12, Ali Kashif Jan,
the Pakistani handler of the ter-
rorists involved in the 2016
attack on the Pathankot airbase,
was designated as a terrorist by
the Centre.

On April 13, Mushtaq
Ahmed Zargar, who was
involved in a series of terror
attacks in Jammu and Kashmir
and was one of the terrorists
released by India in exchange for
hostages in the hijacking of
Indian Airlines flight IC-814 in
1999, was declared as a desig-
nated terrorist.

On April 18, Ashiq Ahmed
Nengroo, a commander of
banned outfit Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM), was desig-
nated as a terrorist. (PTI)

Shujaat’s killer designated as terrorist

tempt petition in which the SSB
counsel sought some time to report
compliance before the court and the
court granted time to the SSB coun-
sel with the direction to petitioner
counsel to provide the copy of con-
tempt petition to the SSB counsel
within week's time.

The petitioner counsel
informed the court that despite a
lapse of two months, nothing has
been done with regard to the
process of selection of posts in
question as directed to the SSB. It is
noted here that the court while clos-
ing the earlier contempt petition in
December last year against the
Board had directed to conclude the
selection process of AIOs prefer-
ably within one month.

The Board counsel apprised the
bench that the selection of posts in
question is on its logical conclu-
sion. Court had given liberty to the
petitioner to approach the court
again in the event any grievance
qua the implementation of the basic
judgment remains as it is. In the
basic verdict, court had declared the
selection process of 29 Assistant
Information Officers by SSB as
invalid and had directed for fresh
selection to these posts.

Aggrieved candidates who had
challenged the 2013 selection list
issued by SSB by way of a writ
petition and after discussing vari-
ous aspects of the case, the writ
court in its judgment had concluded
that prejudice to petitioners due to
the change in criteria in the middle
of the selection process and
methodology on the date of the
Aptitude test and interview held by
the Board on October 2011.

The writ court while holding
the selection process invalid had
observed that the Board has side-
lined the merit in the qualifying
examination, as no credit has been
given to higher qualification.

The writ court had directed the
SSB to finalize the process of selec-
tion with promptitude of the eligi-
ble candidates who have applied in
response to the advertisement
notices issued in the year 2006,
2008 and 2010 inviting application
for the posts of Assistant

Information Officer Grade-II and
thereafter the board issued a provi-
sional selection list on 21 January
2012 which has been nullified by
the court.

The writ court in this connec-
tion had asked the board first to
constitute the committees as
required in terms of law (Rule 6(4)
of the Rules of 2010) and fix the
criteria in tune with Rule 14 of the
Rules of 2010.

The SSB had issued three dif-
ferent notifications in 2006, 2008
and 2010, inviting applications for
the posts of Assistant Information
Officer Grade-II. Subsequently, the
SSB issued a provisional selection
list on 21st January 2012.

Subsequently, the writ court
judgment has been challenged
before and the Division Bench in
May 2013 had upheld the Single
Bench verdict about the invalidity
of provisional selection of 29 AIOs
and had directed the recruiting
agency to proceed with the selec-
tion process afresh in conformity
with the rules.

"When the provisional selec-
tion list offends the rules, then to
continue with the process shall not
be permissible because process ini-
tiated is a base for follow up, when
base is shaken, follow up shall be
in-consequential," the Division
Bench had ruled while disposing of
appeals against the Single Bench
order.

It is mentioned here that author-
ities did not stop here and
approached the Supreme Court by
way of SLP challenging therein the
High Court verdicts and the
Supreme Court on February 20,
2017, also dismissed the appeal of
the State Government and upheld
the judgments of High Court in
which provisional selection of 29
Assistant Information Officers
issued by the Board has been held
as invalid.

"We do not see any ground to
interfere with the impugned
order(s). The Special Leave
Petitions (SLPs) are accordingly
dismissed," the Supreme Court said
while dismissing SLP filed by the
then State Government.

HC seeks compliance on selection of AIOs

Development, Panchayati Raj
and six science Departments of
Science & Technology, Council
of Scientific and Industrial
Research, Biotechnology, Space,
Atomic Energy and Earth
Sciences.

Pertinent to mention that
around 20 Stalls at the exhibition
venue of the Prime Minister's pro-
gramme are being put up by vari-
ous departments and wings of the
Union Ministry of Science &
Technology, which will display lat-
est technologies and innovations
beneficial for rural areas and farm-
ing.

Dr Jitendra Singh informed
that some of the themes identified
as poverty and enhanced village
livelihood, Healthy village, Child-
friendly village, Water sufficient
village, Clean and green village,
Self-sufficient infrastructure in vil-
lage, Engendered development in
village to be implemented by dif-
ferent departments of Science
Ministries will bring about revolu-
tionary transformation in augment-
ing the household income of the
rural populace.

Dr Jitendra Singh said that
stalls demonstrating best practices
in Agriculture, be it DBT's Bio-
Tech Kisan Scheme, drone farm-
ing will be supplemented by
Centre's and UT Government's
innovative initiatives for the wel-
fare of farmers. He said, stalls
exhibiting Aroma Mission &
Purple Revolution Floriculture
mission, modern uses of Bamboo,
wastewater management will also
be set up.

Similarly, the Minister said,
Stalls showcasing integration of
Science & Technology with the
themes of Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj will be put up for
the benefit of common man. He
added that instead of having con-
ventional stalls at the event, efforts
are being made to showcase latest
technology which can add value to
farmers' income and science-based
demonstration with Panchayati Raj
features.

Panchayat Palli in Jammu has
been selected for the Panchayati
Raj Diwas function this year and
an exhibition showcasing latest
innovations will be put up enabling
farmers, Sarpanchs and village
heads to improve their income and
their produce. Amongst important
innovation that are planned to be
showcased, are geospatial technol-
ogy for rural development and
farmers, Apps usable by farmers
for weather forecast for five days,
lavender cultivation famously
known as purple revolution,
biotechnology innovation to
increase produce of apple at the
same land to increase farmers'
income, drone application for pes-
ticide spray and waste treatment,
shelf life of fruits to be increased
through atomic radiation etc.

On the National Panchayati
Raj Day, the Prime Minister is
scheduled to address a gathering
including over 30,000 Panchayati
Raj Institution (PRI) members of
Jammu and Kashmir while PRIs
from across the country will be
connected virtually for the Prime
Minister's address. 

He referred to the recent
killing of two Pakistani terrorists
involved in an attack on CRPF
party in Srinagar and said,
"When local stooges fail, they
are replaced by Pakistani terror-
ists who are given fake Aadhaar
cards (to move freely). Both the
terrorists were killed within
seven days after they attacked
the CRPF personnel in the city.”

Singh said the terrorists are
assigning the job of attacking a
soft target to new recruits.

"The new recruit is allowed
to join only after he carries out
an action to ensure that he does
not come out of their net,” Singh
said.

He said police will give a
befitting reply to any “cowardly
act” being carried out by the ter-
rorists.

Asked whether the terrorists
want to instil fear ahead of
Amarnath yatra, which is sched-
uled to begin on June 30, Singh
said, "All necessary preparations
are being made for the annual
pilgrimage for its success."

"As I said, the situation is
getting better with each passing
day much to the dislike of the
terror groups and their handlers
who do not want peace. We are
carrying out counter-terrorism
operations to neutralise all such
groups. They are being identi-

fied and neutralised within the
shortest possible time,” Dilbag
said.

On the recovery of a con-
signment of arms and ammuni-
tion from Kupwara district of
north Kashmir this morning, the
DGP said Pakistan is trying to
smuggle more weapons but a
number of such attempts were
foiled by the security forces both
in Jammu and Kashmir divi-
sions.

“They are sending every
type of weapon like AK, pistols
and grenades. Pistol-bound ter-
rorists mostly carry out attacks
in the city and our effort is to
bust all terror modules and seize
the smuggled weapons,” he said.

About a bomb hoax call
leading to the search of a Delhi-
bound flight at Srinagar airport
on Monday, Singh said investi-
gation is on to know the motive
and the purpose behind the call.

“The committee looking
after Airport security investigat-
ed the matter yesterday. It was a
non-specific call but the security
procedure was followed at the
airport,” he said.

The location from where the
call was made has been identi-
fied and further investigation is
on, he added. 

Security situation better in J&K,
militants being neutralised: DGP

WEATHER
JAMMU: 

Partly cloudy
TEMPERATURE

Max: 39.4 Degree C 
Min: 24.6 Degree C

RELATIVE HUMIDITY
RH-I (Morning): 35.0 per cent
RH-II (Evening): 22.0 per cent
Sunset on Wednesday: 07.05 p.m.
Sunrise on Thursday: 05.56 a.m.

SRINAGAR:
Possibility of light rain/thundershowers

TEMPERATURE
Max: 21.8 Degree C 
Min: 11.2 Degree C

RELATIVE HUMIDITY
RH-I (Morning): 63.0 per cent
RH-II (Evening): 59.0 per cent

LEH:   
TEMPERATURE

Max: 17.4 Degree C 
Min: 4.8 Degree C

on these schemes the report has
not been submitted by the con-
cerned DCs till date.

The issue has been raised by the
people, public representatives
including Sarpanchs and Panchs
umpteen times but none bothered to
release the payment, sources said,
adding the callousness on the part
of authorities has put the people
who worked on these schemes to
lot of problems and economic hard-
ships.

"The Government is giving
much publicity that PM will
address the Panchayati Raj Diwas
programme from Palli village of
Samba district in Jammu region but
what is the fun of holding such pro-
grammes  when the people who
worked under various Panchayati
Raj programmes are deprived of
justice'', said Anil Sharma, presi-
dent All J&K Panchayat
Conference (AJKPC). He said if
the irregularities were made in the
construction of works by defying
the rules or Act but that is not the
fault of labourers or masons who
worked on these schemes in the dif-
ferent parts of the erstwhile State.
The irregularities were made by
officers concerned  and for the
same the laborers can't be made to
suffer by withholding their pay-
ment, he added. 

He said as per Act 60 percent
should be labour component
while 40 percent should be mate-
rial component in execution of
works under MGNREGA. But
irregularities were made by
BDOs, ACDs and Executive
Engineers concerned. He said if
any officer gave approval to 90
percent material and 10 percent
labour component for that the
labourers can't be held responsi-
ble and put to problem.

He said the BDOs under the
Act are empowered to sanction the
works amounting upto Rs two lakh
while ACD is authorised to sanc-
tion up to Rs five lakh. Till
Technical Sanction (TS) is not
accorded by the Departmental
authorities the work can't be exe-
cuted, he added.

The liabilities are pending since
then, putting the people who
worked on these schemes to lot of
trouble, sources said adding the

people are so desperate after not
getting payments till date that some
have sold their land and others the
ornaments of their wives to feed
themselves but none bothered for
their plight.

Sources said that lanes, drains
tractor roads etc in villages were
constructed under these schemes
and the Parliament election in 2019
as well as the BDC and DDC elec-
tions which followed later were
fought by the political parties on the
basis of development done in rural
areas through MGNREGAschemes
but for clearing the pending liabili-
ties no one came forward later.  

The peculiar situation has taken
place in block Nangali Sahab of
Poonch district where BDOs totally
defied the Government instructions
asking Executive Engineer to hold
physical verification of works. But
the same could not be done due to
the non cooperation of concerned
BDOs who totally defied the orders
forcing the Executive Engineer in
his capacity as chairman of the
Verification Committee to seek
intervention of District
Development Commissioner
Poonch.

Delaying the verification and
non compliance of orders by BDOs
has blocked the payment of the
labourers and masons who are
making daily rounds of concerned
offices but to no avail. The local
leaders of the area also met the
higher ups in Civil Secretariat ask-
ing them to release the payment of
the hapless labourers as all the
codal formalities regarding the exe-
cution of the work has been com-
pleted. 

Director Rural Development
Kashmir, Tariq Ahmed Zargar told
Excelsior,  that the Government has
asked DCs to frame committees for
verification of works and some of
the Committees have submitted the
report while others are in process
and after the same the payments
will be released.

Same were the views of
Director Rural Development
Jammu, Mohammed Mumtaz Ali.
He too said that the Committees by
concerned DCs have been consti-
tuted for verification. While some
have framed the report the others
are in process. 

Over Rs 200 cr liabilities of MGNREGA
pending for 2016-17, 2017-18

The MD also said that apart
from this, for all essential compo-
nents of cable car system like grips,
shafts, frames etc, separate magne-
tography is done to check if there is
even a minor issue in any compo-
nent which if detected follows
immediate replacement of that
component.

"The last such inspection was
done in October 2021 wherein we
had detected 14 grips and frames
with minor issues and such compo-
nents were replaced by the new
ones and the faulty were sent to
Delhi for repair," he maintained
adding: "After receiving back the
repaired parts we again go for their
magnetography to check if they are
perfect to use or not."

The MD said that international
ropeway norms are followed by the
Corporation in operation of cable
cars and during winds operations of
the cable cars are stopped as a pre-
cautionary measure. 

Sources in the Corporation

informed that some special safety
audit is also done by the
Corporation which is running the
cable car projects for the last 20-22
years and during this period no inci-
dent has occurred except some 'Act
of God' like falling of some tree etc
which only happened once.

The cable car projects run by
J&K Cable Car Corporation
include Gulmarg Gondola Project
which is a fully imported system
installed by Pomagalski of France.
The system installed is a detachable
Gondola System with Phase-I run-
ning from Gulmarg to Kangdori
and its Phase-II runs from
Kangdori to Apharwat.

Then there is Kongdori to
Mary-Shoulder Chairlift to pro-
mote winter tourism at Gulmarg,
Makhdoom Sahib Ropeway
Project in Srinagar and Jammu
Ropeway Project whose Section-I
is from Peerkho to Mahamaya Park
and Section-II from Mahamaya
Park to Bahu.

Cable Cars in J&K follow all safety
norms to prevent Jharkhand type mishap

this regard will be made in the
SROs in due course of time.   

It was also assured that
inspection of private schools for
affiliation/recognition will be
done jointly in a time bound
manner, sources said, adding
that formal order in this regard is
likely to be issued soon.

As waiving off Transport
Taxes and increase in life of
School buses was also demand-
ed  besides one time exception
to private schools from paying
different taxes and other dues
towards Government, the
School Education Department
has decided to take up the matter
with Transport Department and
Finance Department after
obtaining concrete suggestions

from the Private Schools
Association, sources said. 

The issue of transfer certifi-
cates was also discussed in the
meeting and it was assured that
process of interaction of private
schools with the Department and
Board will be made more simple
and transparent based on IT so
that physical interaction is least
with least chance of delay.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by Umesh Sharma, Deputy
Secretary, School Education
Department; G N Var, President
Private Schools’ Association;
Rameshwar Manhas, President
Private Schools’ Coordination
Committee;   Kamal Gupta,
President of Jammu Private
Schools’ Association and others.

Govt to consider Pvt schools’ demand 
of fee enhancement, annual charges

China.
He was posted as Director of

General Staff Duties at Army
Headquarters.

An alumnus of the National
Defence Academy, Lieutenant
General Katiyar was commis-
sioned in the 23rd Battalion of the
Rajput Regiment in June 1986,
which he later commanded along
the Line of Control in Jammu and
Kashmir as well as in Arunachal
Pradesh.

He also commanded an
Infantry Brigade along the Western
borders and a Mountain Division.

Besides attending the
National Defence College, New
Delhi, he is also a distinguished
graduate of the National War
College, USA.

He served as an instructor in
the Indian Military Training Team
in Bhutan and at the Defence
Services Staff College, Wellington.
(Agencies)

Katiyar to be new DGMO

itants in the Valley. "The enemy
wants to accelerate militant
activities in Kashmir by sending
the arms and ammunition", he
added.

The SSP said since large
population lives across the
fence, so there is movement near
the LoC. The adversary is
always trying to push in arms
and ammunition to this side in
the garb of that movement.

He described the recovery as
a major success as these pistols
are mostly used for target
killings. "The enemy tries to
sent these small arms and use
anti-social elements to carry out
the killings", he added.

"We are investigating the
case and those who are involved
in the smuggling of these arms
from this side would be tracked
soon", he added.

In the meantime, militants
fired upon minority guard of 178
battalion of Central Reserve

Police Force (CRPF) at
Batagund in Heerpora area of
South Kashmir's Shopian dis-
trict today. However, no loss of
life or injury was reported. The
area was immediately cordoned
off and searches were launched
against the militants responsible
for the attack.

Militants this evening hur-
dled a grenade at Police Station
Budgam but no casualty was
reported.

An official said that the mili-
tant lobbed the grenade at Police
Station around 21.15 hours. The
device exploded outside the
gate. However, alert sentry fired
upon the militant but he man-
aged to escape, taking advantage
of the darkness. 

He said the area has been
cordoned off and searches have
been carried to nab the attackers.
A case has been registered and
further investigations taken up. 

Huge cache of arms, ammunition
recovered from LoC

Director Srinagar
International Airport, Kuldeep
Mehta said that this is happening
for the first time and it will be
very helpful for early morning
flight operations.

Earlier, flights used to come
from Chandigarh or Delhi in the
morning and after disembarking
of the passengers from those

flights and after that flight oper-
ation would commence from
Srinagar airport in the morning.

Mehta said now that night
parking facility is being started
at the airport, aircraft will be
available at the airport, it will
help in commencing flight oper-
ations early in the morning. 

Night parking for aircrafts 
at Sgr, Jammu airports

Dr Jitendra oversees trial run of
Solar Plant in Samba village 

fied as Vinod and his wife
Kranti, both residents of Etah
district in Uttar Pradesh.

The couple, putting up in a
shanty, were immediately shift-
ed to hospital where their condi-
tion was stated to be stable.

Police described the blast as
mysterious.

An official statement said a
mysterious explosion took place

outside a slum in Koteranka
area.

``A husband and wife duo
sustained injuries. Both hospi-
talized and are out of danger.
Area under searches.
Investigation set into motion and
cause of explosion is being
ascertained,'' the statement said.

Non-local couple
injured in Rajouri blast

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL
TRANSPORT OFFICER 
KATHUA, HQRS. LAKHANPUR

Subject:- Postpone of Fitness Test and Driving
Skill Trial/ Test in respect of District
Kathua.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Due to unavoidable circumstances, it is hereby ordered
that driving skill trials/ test scheduled to conducted in
respect of District Kathua on 21-04-2022 and Fitness
Test scheduled to conducted on 19-04-2022 and 22-04-
2022, shall stand cancelled.

Accordingly, the concerned applicants/ general public
are informed to take note and follow this public notice,
to avoid any inconvenience. The trials dates shall be
rescheduled and applicants are advised to check their
trail test date/ status on Sarathi Portal.
DIP/J-552 Sd/-
Dt: 19-04-2022 Sunil Kumar, JKAS

Regional Transport Officer, Kathua.

J&K STATE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION (SIDCO) 

4th Floor, Jawaharlal Nehru, Udyog Bhawan, 
Rail Head Complex Jammu (J&K) - 180004

Phone: 2477310 Fax: 2477311 

No: SIDCO/ROJ/Proj/2016/67/69-71 Dated: 16-04-2022 

Subject:- Establishment of Industrial estate Bhagthali
District- Kathua. 

The Government of Jammu & Kashmir, Revenue Department,
Vide Government Order No. 64-JK(Rev) of 2022 dated 25-03-
2022 has transferred 2949 kanal 11 Marlas in favour of
Industries & Commerce Department, in Block Nagri, District
Kathua comprising 1620 kanal 11 Marlas in village Bhagthali,
511 kanals 15 Marlas in Village Maksoospur & 817 kanal 05
Marlas in Village Majra for Development of New Industrial
Estate. The land has been reserved for Large Investment
Projects requiring land exceeding 200 kanals & has been placed
in Zone-A. Applications through webportal
(singlewindow.jk.gov.in) are invited from prospective entrepre-
neurs accordingly for establishment of Industrial units with large
investment having land requirement exceeding 200 kanals only. 

Sd/-
Smita Sethi, JKAS, 

DIP/J-241-P/22 Managing Director, 
Date: 18-04-2022 J&K SIDCO 
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Katiyar to be 
new DGMO

NEW DELHI, April 19: 

Lieutenant General Manoj
Kumar Katiyar has been

appointed as
the next
D i r e c t o r -
General of
M i l i t a r y
Operations.

He would
be taking over

the new office on May 1.
He is presently the General

Officer Commanding of 1
Corps, a strike formation
responsible for offensive opera-
tions against both Pakistan and

A man takes camel carrying wheat crop home in a Samba village. —Excelsior/Nischant

Sanjeev Pargal

JAMMU, Apr 19:
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha said today that the mili-
tants are indulging in targeted
killings in frustration and
declared that the Government
is committed to root out entire
ecosystem of terror and estab-
lish permanent peace in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking to reporters on
upcoming visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
Jammu on April 24 on the occa-
sion of National Panchayats
Day, Sinha said they (the mili-
tants) are committing targeted
killings in frustration.

"Earlier also, they did it and
they will try this in future also.
But this is true and entire coun-
try has also accepted that securi-
ty forces have gained big upper
hand over the militants (in
Kashmir),'' he said and added
that security forces have also
succeeded in breaking backbone
of the militancy.

Asserting that the militants

are trying to hit soft targets, the
Lieutenant Governor said the
security forces are looking into
that part also.

"Our policy is very clear. I
have earlier also stated his

that we don't believe in buying
peace but establishing peace.
The days are gone when peace
was bought. We will establish
peace permanently and root
out entire ecosystem of ter-
ror,'' he said.

Admitting that this can take
some time, Sinha, however, said
he is fully confident and is say-
ing his with full responsibility

that they will rest only after
destroying the terror ecosystem.

On the threat issued by The
Resistance Front, a front of
Lashkar-e-Toiba, to the upcom-
ing Amarnath Yatra, Sinha said

the security agencies in Jammu
and Kashmir are capable of giv-
ing a befitting reply.

"I would not add anything to

what the Inspector General of
Police in Kashmir said yesterday
- our security agencies are capa-
ble enough to establish peace,"
he said.

He said the security forces
have already broken the "back-
bone" of terrorism in Kashmir
and those trying to disturb peace
would also be crushed.

Sinha said Palli Panchayat
(where Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will address nearly one
lakh people on April 24) will be
first Panchayat to be carbon-
neutral where all records will be
computerized and digitized.

However, he assured repre-
sentatives of Panchayats espe-
cially Sarpanchs that slowly
rest of the Panchayats will also
be brought at par with Palli.

"This should be our target,''
he said.

Earlier in the day, Sinha vis-
ited Palli and reviewed arrange-
ments for the PM's visit.

Asserting that people are
jubilant over the Prime
Minister's rally, Sinha said this

Dr Jitendra oversees trial run of

Solar Plant in Samba village 
Excelsior Correspondent

SAMBA, Apr 19: Union
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Science &
Technology; Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth
Sciences; MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances,
Pensions, Atomic Energy and
Space, Dr Jitendra Singh
today oversaw the trial run of
Solar Plant installed in Samba
village of Panchayat Palli,
which is the venue of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's

programme to mark
“Panchayati Raj Diwas” on
April 24.

The 500 Kilowatt Solar Plant
has been completed and
installed in a record time of 18
days by Central Electronics
Limited (CEL), a PSE under the
Union Ministry of Science &
Technology, headed by Dr
Jitendra Singh. With this Solar
Plant becoming operational, the
village with about 348 house-
holds will become carbon-free. 

The Minister was accompa-
nied by Jugal Kishore Sharma,
Member of Parliament and
Chetan Prakash Jain, CMD,
Central Electronics Limited

(CEL) in Union Ministry of
Science & Technology which
had taken the responsibility of
installing a solar plant at a short
notice on the eve of the Prime
Minister's visit.  A team of
around a dozen senior scientists
and senior officers from the
Union Ministry of Science &
Technology were also present at
the site during the Minister's
visit.  

Dr Jitendra Singh added that
the 500  Kilowatt  Solar Plant
installed on a total area of 6,408
square metres will provide clean
electricity and light to over 340
houses in the Panchayat. He
said, a 25 member team had
been working round the clock to
complete the Rs 2.75 crore proj-

ect. He said the electricity gen-
erated will be distributed to the
village, having a daily require-
ment of about 2,000 units
through the local grid power sta-
tion. 

It may be recalled that a
series of meetings were held in
New Delhi between Union
Ministers Dr Jitendra Singh and
Giriraj Singh to fine-tune exhi-
bition themes for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Jammu event
in the last fortnight.

Dr Jitendra Singh said that
senior officers from different
participating Ministries and
Departments of Government
of India that took part in the
meeting included Rural

HC formulates policy 
on posting of Judges

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 19: The Full
Court in its meeting held under
the chairmanship of Chief
Justice Pankaj Mithal has for-
mulated the policy to govern the
posting of Senior District
Judges and Senior Civil Judges
as Principal District & Sessions
Judges and Chief Judicial
Magistrates.

According to the order
issued by Registrar General
Sanjeev Gupta,  the District
Judges cadre officers in the
Super Time Scale and Selection
Grade shall in the first instance
be posted as Principal District

Kumar gets charge
of Director

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 19: The
Government today directed that
Deepak Kumar, Director
General of Prosecution
Department J&K, will hold
charge of the post of Director
Prosecution Kashmir in addi-
tion to his own duties till further
orders.

Kumar is already holding
additional charge of Managing
Director Jammu and Kashmir
Police Housing Corporation.

Shujaat’s killer
designated as 
terrorist

NEW DELHI, Apr 19: 

Terror group Lashkar-e-
Toiba's (LeT) member Sheikh
Sajad alias Sajjad Gul, who
took part in the conspiracy to
kill journalist Shujaat Bukhari
in Srinagar in 2018, was desig-
nated as a terrorist by the Centre
today.

Gul is the sixth individual to
have been designated as a ter-
rorist by the Centre in the last
fortnight.

The Union Home Ministry
said Gul is absconding in a case

HC seeks 

compliance on

selection of AIOs
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Apr 19: The
High Court has granted three
weeks' time to Services
Selection Board (SSB) for filing
of compliance as regards to fill-
ing up of Assistant Information
officers (AIOs).

As the SSB has failed to
conclude the process of selec-
tion despite court directions, the
High Court granted one more
opportunity of three weeks to
comply with the directions of
the court with regard to filling
up of posts of Assistant
Information Officers (AIOs) by
the SSB.

The direction has been
passed by the Division Bench of
Justice Sanjeev Kumar and
Justice Puneet Gupta in a con-

Huge cache of arms, ammunition

recovered from LoC
Fayaz Bukhari

SRINAGAR, Apr 19: In a
major success, police today
recovered a huge cache of
arms and ammunition near
the Line of Control (LoC) in
Karnah area of Kupwara.

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Kupwara, Yougal

Manhas, said that the arms and
ammunition that was being
smuggled from Pakistan was
recovered after they received
timely information and launched
an operation in the area.

The operation was launched
by a police team led by SHO
Police Station Karnah Mudaser
Ahmad and PSI Ayush Sharma

along with a local Army unit. 
The searches led to the

recovery of a huge cache of
arms and ammunition including

10 pistols, 17 pistol
magazines, 54 pis-
tol rounds and five
grenades. They
were recovered
from Hajam
Mohalla, Taad
Karnah.

An official said
that it was a new
consignment smug-
gled for militant
activities in the
Kashmir. However,
timely action of
police and local
Army has enabled
the security forces
to thwart nefarious
designs of the

adversary of committing inno-
cent killings at the hands of mil-

Security situation better in J&K,

militants being neutralised: DGP
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 19:
Asserting that Jammu and
Kashmir's security situation is
much better than before, DGP
Dilbag Singh today said mili-
tants are being "neutralised"
within the shortest possible
time of committing an act of
terror.

Terror groups and their han-
dlers in Pakistan are hurt by the

peaceful atmosphere in Jammu
and Kashmir which is evident
from the increased attempts to
smuggle weapons from across
the border and replacing local
stooges with Pakistani terrorists,
he said.

"The security situation is far
better than before and counter-
insurgency operations are being
carried out successfully on a

daily basis. There is no doubt
that terror elements are doing
their actions but those involved
in such attacks are being identi-
fied and neutralised soon," the
Director General of Police
(DGP) told reporters at Palli vil-
lage in Samba district where he
had gone to renew security
arrangements for the Prime
Minister's April 24 visit.

Asked about the recent spurt
in terror attacks, including the
latest killing of a Railway

Protection Force (RPF) person-
nel in south Kashmir's Pulwama
district and owning of the attack
by two terror groups, he said,
they are all basically Lashkar-e-
Toiba (LeT) affiliates who are
indulging in such activities on
the directions from their han-
dlers across the border.

“It is like mushroom growth
in the rainy season. Such types
of groups have no existence on
ground and one action is
claimed by four groups. We are
alive to the situation and those
actually involved are being
identified and we are hopeful
neutralising them soon,” he said.

The DGP said police had
got “solid clues” with regard
to Monday's attack on RPF
personnel and those involved
in the incident will be brought
to justice soon.

Govt to consider Pvt schools’ demand 

of fee enhancement, annual charges
Nishikant Khajuria

JAMMU, Apr 19: The
School Education Department
is learnt to have agreed for
consideration of private
schools' demand of automatic
enhancement in school fee and
annual charges every year at
par with neighbouring States,
after consultation with Fee
Fixation Committee. 

Besides, official sources told
the Excelsior, the Department
has also assured simplification
of process for recognition and
affiliation of private schools, re-
assessing the requirement of dif-
ferent No Demand Certificates
(NDCs), joint inspection of pri-
vate schools in a time bound
manner, increasing tenure of
affiliation/recognition, simplifi-
cation of transfer certificates etc.

These assurances were given
by the Department after consul-
tation with the representatives of

private schools during a meet-
ing, held here recently under the
chairmanship of Principal
Secretary School Education, B
K Singh and attended by
Director School Education
Jammu/Kashmir and others.

During the meeting, sources
said, the stakeholders demanded
restoration of Order number 01-
FFC of 2019, dated 28-01-2019
and automatic hike in school fee
8-10 percent and annual charges
every year at par with neigh-
bouring States viz Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh and UP.
The issue was discussed in detail
and the department agreed to
consider the matter in consulta-
tion with FFRC, sources
informed. 

"The department will con-
sider the request regarding
automatic enhancement of fee
on analogy of orders of differ-
ent States keeping   in consid-
eration increase in cost due to

enhancement of salary of
teachers, maintenance of
school, up-gradation of equip-
ment and machinery and any
innovative step," sources
explained. 

Pertinent to mention that
there was no enhancement in
school fee and annual charges
for the last three years.

Besides, sources added, if
any school wants further
enhancement in school fee, then
they have to apply for the pur-
pose through online mode with
full justification and documen-
tary evidence and for the pur-
pose various private schools
associations shall submit a
revised proposal for collecting
the information from the school
for processing their cases for
FERC. 

The school shall apply only
once in three years to FFRC for
fee enhancement and this shall
be done in an automatic way in

case of expenditure involved
due to enhancement of salary of
teachers while in other cases, it
may be reviewed every three
years as per requirement of the
school. 

During the meeting, sources
said, the issue of modification in
affiliation/recognition process
was also discussed and it was
assured that Government would
consider simplification of the
process. As the terms and condi-
tions therein will be simplified,
particularly for different NDCs,
their requirement will be re-
assessed, sources added.

With regard to the demand of
making tenure of
affiliation/recognition of private
schools for at least 10 years,
sources informed that the
department assured to consider
the same in consultation with
J&K Board of School Education
and necessary amendment in

About 40,000 workers worst hit, authorities unmoved
Over Rs 200 cr liabilities of MGNREGA

pending for 2016-17, 2017-18
Avtar Bhat

JAMMU, Apr 19: The
much touted about Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) scheme has
failed to provide succor to its
beneficiaries as payments
worth over Rs 200 crore for
mason and material have not
been released for the year
2016-2017 and 2017-2018 till
date for the reasons best
known  to authorities at the
helm of affairs. 

According to sources, the
unnecessary delay in release of
payment has led to a lot of pub-
lic resentment as the basic pur-

pose of the scheme to provide
100 days employment  guaran-
tee to people in rural areas has
been totally killed. The people
who worked on the schemes in
different parts of erstwhile State
of J&K are now running from
pillar to post for release of pay-
ments but to no avail as the
authorities at the helm of affairs
don't pay heed to their woes and
pleas, sources added.

Sources said that the people
who worked on these schemes to
earn their livelihood have been
left to starve due to the callous
approach of authorities and the
aggrieved people whose number
approximately is about 40,000
are now seeking the intervention
of Prime Minister, Narendra

Modi who is visiting the J&K
UT on April 24 in connection
with celebration of National
Panchayati Raj Diwas.

The issue was even raised
by MP from Jammu-Poonch
Lok Sabha constituency, Jugal
Kishore Sharma in Lok Sabha
on March 14 this year
demanding that the pending
liabilities under MGNREGA
for the year 2016-17 and 2017-
18 be cleared as the people
whose payment has been kept
withheld are facing many
hardships. But the
Government  still did not take
any step in releasing the same
and provide succor to the peo-
ple who worked on the
scheme, sources added.

As per official figures, the
payments worth Rs 79 crore are
liabilities in Jammu district
alone while the liabilities in total
J&K will amount to over Rs 200
crore. 

What has irked the people
and led to the brewing resent-
ment among them is that the
Government withheld the pay-
ment on the pretext that the
MGNREG Act has been violated
in the year 2016-17 and 2017-18
while executing the develop-
ment works in rural areas of
J&K. The Government asked all
concerned DCs to hold the
investigation and submit the
report but much to the chagrin of
the hapless people who worked

Cable Cars in J&K follow all safety

norms to prevent Jharkhand type mishap
Sanjeev K Sharma

JAMMU, Apr 19: The
organization managing cable
car operations in J&K has
claimed that it follows all the
safety norms including those
of national and international
standards to ensure safety of
cable car users so that chances
of Jharkhand type incidents
remains nil here.

It is pertinent to mention
here that few days back three
people were killed while being
rescued from cable cars in
Jharkhand's Deoghar district
after the ropeway connecting a
hill there malfunctioned.

After the Deoghar ropeway
accident, the Centre had asked
all the States and Union
Territories to carry out a safety

audit of each ropeway project
and put in place Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs) to
deal with such situations.

Reliable sources in J&K
Cable Car Corporation-organi-
zation managing cable car oper-
ations in J&K informed that
there is internal safety audit
under which there is daily
checking for half an hour of the
entire system of cable cars in
morning right from top to the
bottom of the entire system
before the start of operation of
the cable cars.

They further informed that
apart from this, a day is fixed for
weekly checking of the entire
system for about one hour and
these are just normal precautions
taken on daily, weekly and
monthly basis.

When contacted
Mohammad Akbar Wani,
Managing Director (MD) of
the Corporation informed that
on yearly basis too there is
inspection by Original
Equipment Manufacturer
(OEM) which is mandatory.

"Under OEM inspection, the
entire system of cable cars is
checked and if any problem,
from minor to minute, is detect-
ed anywhere in the system,
replacements are made immedi-
ately," he said adding that in
inspection under OEM magne-
tography of every component of
the cable car system especially
the ropes is done and till the sat-
isfactory report is not obtained,
the operation of cable cars is halt-
ed.

‘New recruits attacking soft targets’

‘Militants indulging in targeted killings in frustration’

*Other Panchayats will also be developed like Palli

Will root out terror, security forces

have big upper hand over ultras: LG

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh during the trial run of
newly installed Solar Plant at Samba village of Palli Panchayat
on Tuesday. 
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Non-local couple
injured in
Rajouri blast

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 19: A non-
local couple was injured in a
blast at village Jaglanoo in
Koteranka area of Rajouri dis-
trict tonight.

Site of the blast was just two
kilometers away from
Koteranka town where two
powerful explosions took place
on March 27 which haven't
been worked out by the Rajouri
Police so far.

Militants in Kashmir have
quite often been targeting the
non-locals.

Non-local couple injured in
the blast at Jaglanoo was identi-

Night parking for
aircrafts at Sgr,
Jammu airports

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR Apr 19: For
the first time, a night parking
facility for passenger aircrafts
will be available for Srinagar
and Jammu Airports from April
21.

An official said that the
night parking at Jammu and
Srinagar airports will start from
April 21 and will be started by
Go First airlines.

He said that the facility is
going to start at the twin airport
for the first time.

(Contd on page 2 Col 5)

Arms and ammunition recovered at
Karnah, Kupwara on Tuesday.

*Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com

‘Na Bhuto Na 

Bhavishya,

such will be rally’

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha said that April 24 rally of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at Palli Panchayat in Samba dis-
trict will be unprecedented.

"Na Bhuto Na Bhavishya
(neither in past nor in future),
such will be the rally of the
Prime Minister,'' Sinha
remarked.

It may be mentioned here
that around one lakh people are
expected to gather at Palli for
Narendra Modi's rally.


